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Similarly, the Wood class of small pumpers claims that "[t]here are common 

question [sic] of law and fact as to all members of the Class, which predominate over any 

questions affecting solely individual members of the Class. Specifically, the Class 

members are united in establishing (1) their priority to the use of the Basin's groundwater 

given their capacity as overlying landowners ...." First Amended Class Action 

Complaint (Wood Class), dated June 20, 2008, pp. 7-8, 'il21. Because the coordinated 

cases involve the common question of rights to groundwater these cases are appropriate 

for complete consolidation. 

3. Consolidation for all purposes is proper. 

Section 1048 of the California Code has been interpreted by courts to permit 

complete consolidation, or consolidation ofparticular issues for trial only. See Sanchez v. 

Superior Court ofSanta Clara County, 203 Cal. App. 3d 1391, 1396 (Cal. Ct. App. 1988). 

Both complete consolidation and consolidation for trial require a common question oflaw 

or fact. Hamilton v. Asbestos Corp., Ltd., 22 Cal. 4th 1127, 1148 n.12 (Cal. 2000). In a 

complete consolidation, however, "the pleadings are regarded as merged, one set of 

findings is made, and one judgment is rendered." Judge Robert 1. Weil & Judge Ira A. 

Brown, Jr., Cal. Prac. Guide: Civ. Pro. Before Trial § 12:341.1 (The Rutter Group 2007); 

see also Sanchez, 203 Cal. App. 3d at 1396. Otherwise stated, complete consolidation is 

proper when "the causes of action might have been united." Smith v. Smith, 80 Cal. 323, 

324 (Cal. 1889). In these coordinated cases, all the causes, including determination of 

safe yield, overdraft, prescription, rights priority, reserved rights, and a physical solution 

unite to produce a determination of the parties' relative rights to groundwater. Therefore, 

complete consolidation is proper. 

4. The cases have already been transferred. 

In their Consolidation Motion, the Public Water Suppliers request that, "to the 

extent not already transferred, the Court is authorized to order whatever transfers are 

deemed necessary to allow complete consolidation." PWS Consolidation Mtn. at 9. In 

this case, however, the Judicial Council has already effected a transfer of the coordinated 
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