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A LIVING

&= NATIVITY

% A Living Nativity

- 4 scene with

4 camels and
goats on display
for Christmas

§ Eve at Desert

Vineyard Christian
Fellowship in

i Lancaster. The

nativity lasted most

i of the afternoon

S8 and stretched into
£ the early evening

= of great accomplishments,

ill out your nomination form
. Be specific about your nomi-
25 activities and achievements.
o't forget your phone number
fl the nominee’s phone number.
Were you a Future Leader? Do
B know a past Future Leader?
are also looking for former
.dents who were featured in our
ture Leaders special sections
ween 2001 and 2010, We want
talk to them; we want to know
bat they are doing today and
hat they have achieved.

| If you are a past Future Leader
 know a past Future Leader,
il Special Sections Editor
en Maeshiro at (661) 267-
132 or send an email to her at

ween 10 am. and 5:30 pm.
fter office hours, call (661) 267-
63 between 5:30 and 11 p.m.

Antelope Valley Press,

WATER

From A4

the judgment, and it was a minor
miracle when it finally happened.
A lot of shared pain went into this
judgment, and it took intense dedi-
cation and commitment by all the
settling parties.”

The agreement will be adminis-
tered by a five-member board called
the “watermaster,” which will moni-
tor the Valley’s underground water
basin to make sure it’s not being
harmed. According to trial testimo-
ny, sinee the 1940s more water has
been pumped out of wells than is
naturally replenished from winter
storms and other sources.

Of the five watermaster board
members, one will represent An-
telope Valley-East Kern Water
Agency, which provides California
Aqueduct water to much of the
Antelope Valley, and another will
represent Los Angeles County Wa-
terworks District 40, the Valley’s
biggest water retailer that supplies
more than 200,000 homes and busi-
nesses. Another seat will be filled by
another public water utility and two
more by landowners.

The first watermaster meeting
is slated for Jan. 21 at Lancaster
City Hall but the time has not been
confirmed.

“We only know two of the five |
members for sure said Frank ¢
Donato, an AVEK director. ‘I don’t

Uknow who the other three people !

{ are. I don’t know who each prospec-
1 tive group will appoint. /
i “Tt is definitely a Christmas gift
to all of us — all the residents of{
‘the Antelope Valley and especially
to the builders. It means now the !
builders can expect fo get water, |
{and the prospective water agencies
will be able to calculate the amount !
1 of water available for future devel- |
¢ opment. (

“Now,” Donato said, ‘AVEK will
be building new water banks that

! will supply future development withy
¢ imported water”

Any new development must pay
{o guarantee a source for the water
it will use, said John Ukkestad, a
consultant and spokesman for An-
telope Valley United Mutual Group,
an organization that comprises 16
mutual water companies,

“After the court hearing yester-
day, life got a lot better” Ukkestad
said. “We've got this adjudication
taken care of”

However, Ukkestad lamented
the money in attorneys fees that
litigants poured into the lawsuit
throughout the 16 years.

“Millions and smillions of dollars
hava sane ont of the Vallev” he said.

Friday, December 25, 2015 A5

Groundwater Adjudication in court
records, the case began Oct. 29,
1999, when Diamond Farming Co.
of Bakersfield filed suit against
the city of Lancaster, the Palmdale
agency, Antelope Valley Water Co,,
Palm Ranch Irrigation District,
Quartz Hill Water District, Rosa-
mond Community Services District
and Mojave Public Utility District,
claiming pumping by those agencies
infringed on Diamond’s rights to
well water.

Since then, more and more
plaintiffs and defendants, and cross-
plaintiffs and cross-defendants, were
added onto the case — from city
government agencies and county
agencies to public water suppliers,
mutual water companies, private
landowners and other farmers.

1t took some friendly persuasion
on the part of the judge to convince
all those parties to agree after years
of delay resulting from mistrust,

Still a few litigants expressed
discontent to the judge, based on
court records.

Because of that, Ukkestad said,
“We expect this (final decision) to be
appealed, but we believe the judg-
ment and physical solution will hold
up under appeal.”

Key elements of the settlement’s
“physical solution” to stabilize
groundwater levels include:

B A management structure or-
ganized through a watermaster and
watermaster engineer.

M A financial plan to fund the
management structure and imple-
ment the physical solution.

B Fléxible management tools
to enable implementation of the
judgment and management of the
groundwater basin.

B Continuing court jurisdiction
for enforcement and modification of
provisions of the judgment.

The groundwater basin’s “native
safe yield” as determined by the
court, is 82,300 acre-feet annu-

{ ally of water pumped from wells.

An acre-foot equals 325,851 gallons,
approximately the amount of water

— pre-drought — used by a typi-

cal Antelope Valley household in a
single-family home.

The native safe yield, coupled
with a supplemental safe yield
of 27,700 acre-feet per year from
sources such as irrigation water
that percolates underground, equals
3 total safe yield of 110,000 acre-feet
annually, based on court findings.

To share your opinion on this
article or any other article, write
a letter to the editor and email it
to editor@aupress.com or mail it
to Letters to Editor; PO Box 4050,
Palmdale CA 93590-4050.
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