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Los Angeles County Waterworks District No. 40 (“District No. 40”) responds to Willis

Class’ Motion for Leave to Add or Substitute Class Representatives (“Motion”) on the grounds

that the proposed class representative, the Archdiocese of Los Angeles (“Archdiocese”), is a

named party to this coordinated action who has not opted-into the Willis Class, and, therefore, by

definition cannot be a member of the Willis Class.

The Court first certified the Willis Class on September 11, 2007, and subsequently

amended the definition of the Class on May 22, 2008 and September 2, 2008. (Declaration of

Wendy Y. Wang (“Wang Decl.”), Exs. “A”, “B” & “C”.) In its May 22, 2008 order, the Court

explicitly excluded from the Willis Class “all persons who are already participating in this

litigation (other than Plaintiff Willis)” unless such persons “opt in” to the Class and satisfy all

other requirements of the Class. (Wang Decl., Ex. “B” at 3:14-16.) Consequently, a named party

cannot be a Willis Class member unless it meets the criteria of a Class member and elects to opt

into the Class.

In or around 2005 or 2006, District No. 40 identified “Leslie Property” as owner of a

parcel exceeding 100 acre-feet within the Antelope Valley Adjudication Area (“Adjudication

Area”). District No. 40 subsequently named “Leslie Property” as Doe 107 to its Complaint.

(Wang Decl., Ex. “D” [Answer of Leslie Property].) By March 2007—months before the Willis

Class was certified—the Archdiocese was also named as a cross-defendant in the Public Water

Suppliers’ First Amended Cross-Complaint. (Wang Decl., Ex. “E” at 6:19.)

In its answer to the Complaint and Cross-Complaints, “Leslie Property” indicated that it

does not intend to participate at trial or other proceedings, but reserved the right to do so. (Wang

Decl., Ex. “D” at 2:1-3.) On or about January 31, 2014, “Leslie Property” chose to respond to

discovery requests propounded by WM. Bolthouse Farms, Inc. (Wang Decl., Exs. “F”, “G” &

“H”.) Each of “Leslie Property’s” discovery responses provide:

The “Leslie Property” is 104 acres [sic] located at the intersection
of 238th Street and Avenue X in the Antelope Valley, APN 3088-
001-005 and is owned by the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Los
Angeles.

(Id. [emphasis added].) The verifications that accompanied each of these discovery responses






