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S.TATE OF CALIFORNIA 

. STATE SOIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
320 HILGARD HALL 


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 


BERKELEY 4, CALIFORNIA 


November 25, 1946 

To His Exoellenoy, The Governor 
State of Oalifor.oia 

Sir: 
. . . 

This Oommission has the honor to 
submit its seoond report as an aooountot its 

aotivities to date. 

The period· oovered by this- seoond 

report is from July 1, 1944.. to June 30, ·1946. 

Respeotfully submitted .. 

STATE SOIL OONSERVATION OOMMISSION 

1>7 ~\1 eac..oeJU..e.slc..e-v-
B. H. o:o~on, Acting Chairman 

~.. 

iii 

PWS-0048-0007



\ 

ACICNOWLEDGJIEN'l 

Aoknowledgaent is made tor the Taluable services and 

assistanoe giT8n the State Soil ConserTation Camadsaion by the' . , 

Divialon o£ Soilaand the AgriCJllturalExtenaion Servioeof the 

UniTersity of California, and the Soil ConserTatlon Service o£ 

the United States Department of Agricultureo 

1'9' 

PWS-0048-0008



THE CQOiISSIONERS 

Edward Hyatt State Engineer, Saoramento 

C. B. Hutchison Dean of the College of Agriculture,··' 
University or Calitor.nia, .Berkel~ ".' 

. B. H. Crocheron 	 Director of Agricultural Exte.nsion, 
University of California, Berkeley 

H. H. 	Hala District Direotor, Contra Costa 
Soil Conservation District, Conoord 

, . - .'" 

D. 	L. Strathearn DistriotDireotor, S1miValley 
Soil Conservation District, Simi. 

- --~ ---~ -" - -~ -- -- ------ .. -----­
Walter W.. Weir 	 Secretary to the C~is8ion, and 

Drainage Engineer, Division of Soils, 
University pf Cal~tornia 

- -~ ---------- .~ --
Sven G.Anderson 	 College or Agriculture. University of 

California - Field Representative of 
the Comminion . 

- ~ ~ -- - --- ---- ------------ ---­

Address of the Cammiaaion 

320 Hilgard Hall . Phone & AShberry 6000 
University of California Extenlion 322 
Berkeley 4, California 

v 
PWS-0048-0009



" 

~.'·r·····.··.······.····o,;.. 

AUTHORITY FOR THE 

STATE SOIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

The State SoilConser~tion Co~ission was created 

by the flddition of Division IX, Soil Conservation, 

to the Public Resources Code, approved February 28, 

1940. and subsequent amendments, as follows. 

Chapter 2 - Article 1 

90300 There is hereby created the State Soil Conservation 

Commission. It .shall consist of five members; The State 

Engineer, the Dean of the College of Agriculture of the 

University of California and the Director of Agricultural 

Extension. of the University of California, serving ex-officio, . 

~nd two members who shall be appointed by the. Governor, subject 

to the oonfirmation of the S~nate. and shall be appointed for 

a term ot four yearso 

9031. The other two members to be appointed shall be direotors, 

and in making suoh appointments, the Governor'shall provide for 

equal representation from the northern and southern portions of 

the S:t;ate. 
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PREFACE 

Reference is made to tne "Report oftne State 

Soil Conservation Comt!lission fortne years 1938 ... 1944," 

dated November, 1944, tor'activities of the commission 

and the organization of soil• .oonserVatlon distriots 

prior to this current reporto 

Herein is a report on Commdssion aotivities, new 

distriots, and progress on previously organized distriots, 

for the period July la 1944 to June 50, 19460 

~' 
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Highly productiT8 irrigated croplando Green..., 
manure crops included in the rotation helps 
keep this land in excellent conditiono 
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ANTELQPEVALlEY SOIL' C.ONSERVAT:;rONDIS~ICT 

Organized-July3. 1944 Looation - Los Angelesud~rn Counties 

" 

Definite advanoement has been made by the district toward th~ 


alleviation of the depleted underground water supply• The district 


prepared a site to reoeive such excess water as may be available from . 


the Owens Valley Aqueduot which passes through the valley, and the City 


. ot Los Angeies agre.ed to discharge suob. waters into the oonstructed 

spreading grounds. No ditticultywa. enoountered in raising the neoessary 

funds to do this work. 

The district purcha.ed a tractor and bulldozer, prinoipally for the 


construction work on the water-spreading taoility. In order to get the 


maximum use ot eq~pnent, an equipnent pool was tormedhetween this and 


two adjacent soil-conservation districts, and interchanges and rental 


ot equipnent have been worked out' on a mutual basis. 


Intereatin the aoil-conservation activities ot tbe distriot is 

indicated by the l65.reque.ts torass1stanoecovering ovel" 88,,000 ac:re •• 

Soil-conservation plans have been completed on 41 tarms. Types ot 

problems on which assistance is being requested are contour p.lantings, 
. . 

orop-residue management· and .strip-cropping· on d:ry-tarm areas, and tcr 

·improvement in irrigation practices in irrigated areaa. The majority. 

ot requests are tromaltalfa .growerator assistanoe in improved water . 

applioation praotioe. and tor re-leveling ot old tields •. 
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