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Ronorable Julian Beek
Yember o the State Assenbly
Forty-First District

State Caritol

Saem™zerto, California

Sear Xr, Beck!

In accordance with your v-r>al rejuest you are advined toas -c=-
sart to nouse Aesolution No. 151 of %@ Assembly of tre Califyrnia :tate
Legisiature, of February 16, 1946, I ave forwaried to - ' :sserbly a report
o¢. mater sunply of Artelope Valley i= ios Angeles and Yern Jo.ntise. OJur
eaxr.elusions and recormend:tions sres

~ -

€8

(1) Antelore Valley 13 s straetural basin. Its ~resent mter
smroly s lirmited to rrecipitatiom =z t™e walley, runo’! from imrediately
adjazert tributary areas, and waste frem Los Anpeles /;j.eduet. Preei=ita-
tion am “h= valley is so small that iittle of it reaches the ground water
80 its use is limited to consumptiom ¥y dry farmed crojs. Of streaa ‘ow
‘roa adjacent mountains and hills, a1¢ estimated five -er cent wastes, leaving
63,30C aecre=-feet per annum for direet &iversion and for ~ereolation to the
gowmd mters The maxdirum whieh cam e supplied from Los Angeles Asasduet
in a wet year with present spreadiar fagilities is about 10,000 agre-fest
and the estimated average with :resemt lee Angeles denard, is frea 5,300 to

7,000 asre-feet per year. The demamds of the City are increasing residly so
this is not a dependable or permsmsat seowree of supply.

(2) An estimated 52,000 asren of land will be irrigated im 1947,
& large part of it devoted to alfalfs wieh is a high conrumer of wker.
In addition, an estirmated 180,000 ssres of good land are availadle fer firri-
"1”.

(3) Extractions in 1947 will exseed the mean amnual reshargs to
the grownd water by more than 50,000 asre—-feet and conswptive use is now
inereasing at a rete of 8,000 ssve~fush or more per year. e

{4) Bo new source of ewhside water which might besoms svailahls
to Amtelepe Valley in the foresseadls fuktwre has been found.

(5) Salvageable mste 15 small and justifiable cests for thad
purpoes are therefore limited. If spreading of Cig or Little Roek Cresk
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water is resordsd to it sheuld be 1t or near the upper rarsin ¢” lancaster
Basin, im order to assure pereolation to the ground water and st Lhe same
time avoid possible subsurface wasts to the east from Rook Creek and Buttes
basins.

{6) The only way to elimimate the overdraft in the foresesable
future is to 4restically reduce the amount of water oconsused, This oan be
accomplished (1) by substituting a Ly>e of culture which consunes less water
and (2] by reduveing the area of 1and using water.

(7) That improved irri--tion rractice on present emous will sreatly
af ‘ect the overdraft is doubtfule. I-rroved irrigation efficiency will, how-
evar, extsnd the time during which - fitable operation can continue because,
with leess wt-r applied, unit run i ecosts can be greater.

Regocnendstions

(1) Every effort should be mde to reduce consuytive use ir the
valley thmagh the substitution of “icher &ty crops. Studies with this end
in view now being carried out by “he Soil Conservation Servies, County Farm
Advisors and sthars and the efforts o7 Influential local orpaniz-tions should
be continned.

(2) Studies by the 3041 Conservation Servics and the niversity of
California relative to improved irrizagtion rrectices and possidle salwvage of
wasta should be e~coursged. The faet that t>is waste may be smali does not ]
Justify necleeting it 1if it can be zniviged at & cost cormensurate with the 5
banefits de-ived.

(3) Measurements of depth to ground water nade by the United States
Geologieal Survey and los ingeles Cownty Flood Control District, and analyses
by the Divisiom of Water Resourses based on these msasuremsnts shoxld be som~
tinued, to augment crop data presented amnually by the County Agriesliwre]
Commiscioner in a periodic appraisal of the situation.

(A) As lands go out of croduetiom Desause of soonomic pressure or
from other eaiusss, thay should be semuired and hald by a2 properly constituled
public sgengye. lands sold to the Stale for tames should not agaim be pubk om
the opms wmrist. If publicly owned, thees lands could still be used wnder
lease or peradt, but with eropring and waler wee restristed.

Very truly yours,

ax 33088 = Stake Ingineer.
PWS-0052-0002




