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Antelope Valley-East XKern hater Agency. The Commitheo
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intends ts inwrvduce appropricie

Gu uvnee apain rectliiy uvne inegulity resulting
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Report on Hearings

Assembly Bill 776 was introduced by Assemblyman Tom Carrell
at the 1951 Session of the Leglslature on January 25, 1901, was
passed unanlnrously by both houses,land was pocket vetoed by the
Governor. The subJect matbter of the bill, however, was referred
to interim study by the passage of House Resolution 100 during the
1262 regular Budget Sessicr of the Legislature.

‘The biil excludes the servlce areas of the El Dorado Mutual
Water Company and the West 3ide Park Mubuel Water Company from the
Antelope Valley-East Kern Water Agency, a special zct dizitrict
created in 105% {Stabubtes of 1958, Chapter 2146, cormencing with
Section D) and loeatzd in the Antelone Valley of Les Angeles and
Kern Countles,

The two contiguous mutual wetbter company service areas

-

compriss approximately 1,400 acres out of the Lotul agency area

of 1,400,000 acree and are located near the scuthewn boundary of

2
3
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b
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£
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o
::‘29
i
o
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the agency between the cifties of Lancasgter an
Angeles County. The bill provides that the nroperty Lo the area
to be excluded shall be subject to taxation for iandebbedness
incurred pricr te the exclusion,

A hearing on Asgembly Bill T76 was held by the Committee
at Lancanster on November 14, 1052, pursuant tc notice, Represen-
tatives of the mutunl water companies, prononents of the bill,
based their support of the bill on a series of agreements over
the excluslon, dating to the orliginal passage of the Antelope

Valley-Eant Kern VWater Agency Act in 1950,

PWS-0099-0006
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Mr. Randle lLunt, General Manager and Chief Engineer of

the Agency, in opposition to the bill, presented geologlic and

other background information on the district designed to

"conclusl

vely show that the lands within AVEK will receive

tangible and direct benefit from the functions performed by

the Antelope Valley-East Xern Water Agency and that the removal

of land from AVEK, such ag the service areas of El Dorado and

West Side Park Mutual Vater Companies, would result in those

lands bdeling herefitved by the efforts of AVEK and escape the

financlal respoasibility.”

Mr, Lant explained thet the purpose of the Ageaecy is the

repolubion of uvater preblems including imporsvation o supplenental

arns~Porter Act water from the State wabter Facilitiea, preventlion

of destruction of the locel ground water basla wvhich currently

is

belng overdrafted, and recovery and uge for benefilcial purposes of

wagte

nabers.

He stazted that

‘. .these functions can be performed Llogically and
moat econcmically by AVEX and that th itoends vhich
have been considered for withdrawal frop the Lgency
cannot escape veing venefitied by The activivies i
this Agency and, therefcre, connut Logicully epoure
paying thelr proportionate share of the ccgt, 1%

ls & principlie which appiles to the esgtavliishnient of
the boundaries of improvement districts thot clil
Xando be included thercdn which shall beneflltc wiwese=
Trom, and that conversgely, 21l lands shall be
excluded which are not so benefitted.”

tir. Lunt's stabement inciuded a number of ground water

profiles indicating that the ground water supply

"eesexisting in the vielnlty of fthe E1l Dorado Mutual
vater Comnany and the west Side Park dMubvel Vater
Conpany is not secure, The depth to water is increas-
ing due 1n part to the pumping taking place in the

basin

PWS-0099-0007
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immediate vicinity but due largely to the heavy pump-

ing in other areas. Well records indicate the exlst-

ence of a ground water mound in that area which will

gradually disappear. Water will flow away from the

mound and the apex will flatten out, The water basin

tends to become level, This will take place whether

or not any more water is pumped from the El1l Dorado

Mutual Water Company service area." (transcript, pages

11-12)

Mr. Lunt admitted, however, that the ground water profiles
he presented were not of the specific conditions underlying the
two mutual water company service areas but only "show generally
the water situation as it exists 1n the valley."* Mr, Warner S,
/B?iggs, Secretary~General Manager of El Dorado and West Side Park
Mutual Jater Companies, estified that he did not agree that the
mubual water companies! service areas would benefit from continued
inclusion in AVEK., Mr. Briggs further testified that water levels
in the companies! wells were droppling only from two to three feet
a year. Mr, Briggs indicated that he felt that underground con-
ditions varied greatly from area to area within the valley and
ground water condlitions in the companies! service areas were good.
Regarding the ground water supply of the companies, ir. Briggs
stated "we'll be in good shape for a long, long time,"#*

Similar conflleting testimony was presented regarding the
beneflts which will accrue to the mutual water companies! service
areas as a result of underground replenishment and waste water
reclamation by AVEK, Adequate technical data are not avallable
for the Committee to assess local ground water hydrology in detail
and to determine the extent of any benefits received.

Mr, Briggs; Mr. Joe Brooks, President of the West Side
Park Mutual Water Company; Mr. Leslie J, Miller, President of the
E]1l Dorado Mutual Watef‘Company; and Mr, John M. Coffeen, President

of the South Antelope Valley Water Basin Association, made a Jjolnt

*  tpanscript, page 35 PWS-0099-0008
**  transcript, page 92
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presentation to the Committee in support of Assembly Bill 775.
Their testimony centered around a complex series of agreements
vigpmias: wewer velated 0o Uhe original passage of The Antelope Valley-
East ¥Xern Vater Agency Act,

This Agency act vas most wwsual in that 1t was lntroduced

late in the 1U5%Y seszion as an amendment bto S 1000 ancther agency
act, Senabe Bill 1004, as introduced by Senabtor Stanford Shaw

on Marcn 26, 1959 crected tHhe Anbelope-Mojave Vater Agency (sube-

i...&

stantially the area ol the Uojave dater Agency wnicn wag finally

engeted) vholly in San Pernardine County. The bill then passed
the Senate on Fay 13, 195G,
LOS0 an amendment to SEOA0GL longer than Tthe
i1l ftsell wop adorpbad by tihe Asgemily aftver bpelng reporbed out
of the Aspenhly Wabter Coprmiitbee, The amendment, sgsisbrem by
Agsenblyman Allen Miller, was the Antelope Valliey-kasht Kern Vater
Agency Aclh,

On Jurne 3, 1959 Senete Bill 1068 wezs further amended to
exciude certaln lands in the Pulimdale area ircem the nrenused AVEK
Agency. On June 15, Just four days before flaal adjourancant of

the Legislature, an addltlional amenduent wog moes Lo he Hojave

=

o

kWater Agency part of 8B 10bu.
Mr., Briggs and other propoasnis of Yhe LLLL reézeaied o
the Comnittee thelr 1961 contentions that the companies! represen-

had bosn assured ny Assewdlyman ¥iller and the Administra-

o

tativeo
tive Assistant to Senator Shaw bhabt followlng The formation of the
AVEK Amzency The service areas of the mutual water companlies would

ve exciuded on The loeal leval,

PWS-0099-0009
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Mr. Coffeen testifed that he '

" ...vas oresent at a meeting held in Sacramento June 1,
1959, which neebting was aliso attended by Julge Allen
Miller, then Adgsemblyman Ailen dillleor, zaind iyl Jooers
Vi%sin' Ciien Legisiative Adm;zla%rabu“ {313) for and

acting in vehali of Senator 3tanford . Shaw, and that
Lﬂl& meeving was helid for the purpose of discussing
the p@@s*o19tg of furthern amend ing the amendment tr
Senace Hill ZG;V, the &nte‘ ¢ Valleyg-rfast Aern Wiater
Ahea““' Act, Lo exeludse one ’l’u....u» alaas o
Dorado hutual waiter vvmpdﬂj dad the Wesus
utuai Watepr Conweny Tron Che Dsznda&¢~«
and cliat o asscablyaaa MLller and Nir,
the nieeviiy enplained to rovvesentatlves the mubtual
watar vump¢n:ea who were also present,...@hat_a jurther
nﬂe3¢m“mu at this lafe date woulid provsbly wrge.uds the
0111r@“d iactner, that 10 vhe Agsacy
ST cluding vhie two mubual comoanios within
oz OVUHuafieys vaoab chcy would u"Siéb Thie Lo utual

; 4 in exel L,dwl ; (mew avead Tyon the

4)

WAL & ,“m,d

dr, Brigsss substzatlaved this statement On July <, 1360
Assenblyman willer, tnen a Supsrlior Court Judgz, @uabed in a

bo k. DBriggs thab

1 disvinetly recall that Juriag the U5y sescica, pee ...
&=$E§§¥=?§§:a’""1tmd me in S&Ofdumﬁu‘ and expressed
gonesra over the inclusion of the area served by the

Zi Doxalo Mubual dWabor Cormpony Ln Lhe D111 2B 1005,
creabing the aAncelope Viailley-Basy Xewsn wader Jasin
ABZCACT .

"I further recall adviging thiat any abbempt ab
vhat time To acnieve an eyclusion in toe ™11 oould
pos3lbly vesult ia the defsat of Che 5117 d;%nuwﬁ?g
dde C0 ¢hie face Lhat i;il@ minmdment i fesgmm,;**m;a
would cause deia 24 ~ ;
€0 ne I also adv; ed yo at that tine thw
CIGr¢ Yoo 4 poovision In the act Jor the wulthdrawal of
any area, and that unaoubtcdly upon application o the
beoaprd 07 the agency, oexeiusion would be grantzd,

"However, I 4o not recall that I assurced you I would
help you in any attempt Lo withdraw from the distrilct,
desplie the recitatlon of that fact in your laetter of
June 1 to me. This is the extent of my recollection,
and I do nov believe 1t would e adviszbls for ne at
this time Co e an advocate or Lo press for the exclu=~
“104 vhich you are seeking, this being & matter fowr
negotiation between you and the agency board. "{%Wf{hf$

oddud,
) PWS-0099-0010
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A later communicabion from Judge Miller dated April 6,

1961 (is which the Judge restated his posision

was submitited to th
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somewhat differently)
In this Tteleg

i, Judge LLlioy

4&

no ecormmltument ¢f any kind bﬂtweem Senator

(ayt e s I
Sha 18 in pefevenee to S 105U, 19958 Sesgion
o y oy, ~ e o LS
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i 5o Assemblyman Collier's cueslbuin, id youo
. e e, e Ld awt ) [ I N [ - SN K] . s
hava o rosent LU Bheso Lwo uubtual zgecelics ab ot parti-

kind of hardshlp
agsurance, I
oa that assurance,”

During tne 1991 Ses

Water Agency spoasored Assembly Bill 22506, which ¥r.

. *

was tc "clarify our act

* Letter f{rom
to

Mr. Ailkens
the Governor,

e
G
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b
“vnt wlong
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Py S e, D e i mnca ey r ran . D . % . JOR o
cular tLne (4l pasiags of Bhe cesty @0, thae they would be
VQX siudad?” , My, Luah rooliod. T o P
CRURCN Y 7, L. a8y Foplals il DL,
TE i ey e At e 1 S Bt T e B L R LY G at Che ST L YD LYY
SOVEVET, ADBDIMDLITIRN LENTeINEN, a% wae Bamt il&ncadboer
- S DU o~ 1 v S PR to e
hedrilib TV R SVETIDED Lay 1962 stvabod thaot
CLowan very, very careiul o &JQw*IC GV ABBEINOLYRL
Millexr ot the hime he introduced thin tremondous
PYL TS P, y T p s ey : e
shnead of amenduents (4‘5‘3 Wit Agency wandndueat btoe LU 1000,
1050
L gt A R
114 h W - 3 - oy v
ACTING CUATRMAN LOY T .
1" - - . - TIoR
..PSSI—‘ 31:.:.}‘!{.”13 LA; ;rg‘ A:j.; ‘?: *» » .hf‘»(} } wa {3 . 8 g.\t’}; wxz@.. x-tJ«;'}; Ji :
Mliler, I am reluctant Lo vobe on Lhis i m;w~
- Jaty o oy -~ - FA
fee? that I ghould agk Doz 2z delay on thig thing
. - K. - - ., L.
vecause due hearings canast e 1vcm nere and I don't
©
want anyboedy bhuvt, T just don't vant ongthling Do wothe
P T S P . Ny D > P S 44 RN -
.‘I.é«:" bd Pcs "'{"“'1"5.3 WiOO JVU. ‘-}:Jo i LQFV,.L 'fé =0 U«.()r’ ' 1‘@ .Last;
minvte by this Xind of 2 devige. ne zeid, T give
jou nmy agsurance that there will ve no hmadshipu fron
thins and I will e The first Cu Loy and recbiiy ony

Jov on that

L 4
. ‘WM iy e - o oy -
rrmendinenty and only

"

Tie Anbelope Valley-Lasy fern

Alkens said

Llexander Pope, lLegislstive Secretary
1o 23, 1961
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This bill included a number of technical corrections
to the AVEK act but also included substantive revlsion of
Section G4, covering exclusion. This blll increased exclusion
petition requirements fronm 10 per cent of the voters in the
last gubernatorial election (o 25 per cent ol the properity
ovners and 51 per cent of Uthe vegistered volers, 7The execliusion
electlon was zlsc changed from the area To be excluded only to
an agency--wlde election.' Other cnanges wore alps noede 1o thig
secbion,

AB Qaﬁm‘was introduced on March 17 bub wag neard in

. oy & A de o .- o 5 e w1y TR
 Resourcss Coarditee gimuliancougly with &3 770,

[
A
po)
43}
i
1]
o
i
[
[0
5
'y
(9]
Lo

fn.:f
fot
$ou
0
[
!._ H
@

Botn o precelved Tinul pugoage Ln bhie Senuate on Lhe

ol
same day.
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e, Briggs explained to the Committee that

T .eeat the time 1t (AB 77¢) went out of the loat comittes
trere was absolutely no opposition,,.Ve found oub fhnt

uﬁ Covernosy had pet the 112 eside zad wasn a0t gelng to
1t, Ve founé out tihin at almost the deadiine oF

ggn;rr the pill.

rng_waa z_pr@seﬁﬁinﬂ
J?K«ﬁ o AT ”7m ey
irsing {then a ?e”i
o TS0 wvtusl vober companies) o vap]
(TYEL Y aror &11 0 Cner 71700 itian 5 GUT DLl
fhin 0iTT 6nt GUE On GORSSNE {ealendar ) from
comnlitee, as Iowses Lolas Qa, therefore, tho hAge
sd its op posltion, o did not eunpect any §
C

D ts‘mcr
o
*w:c*”
[
\.J
-

P

conlhion, pased on ﬁhzu, and therefors were »

nv.r ey de o o W gy . - .
Mis lebtter rveads ag followsa:
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I an telkine HThe 1ibexnty st h? e Ko recuent thot the 2hove
referenced Aozepoly BLLL AD fwf ?i NToCcRused s zrc-nauru to the
Governor Jor Nhis zparoval, and &B Heno
to the Governor for his disond

g

{»d
]

2
>
¢

. i’%"’%—% Muf

-

A guicit review of the two 0lllis
this agencyts position and reguest.

esented 4o the legigloture gg a mewns of exelusion

ST owound E somowhal icaz than 1.2/ sguase ntles. Pro-
ponentg of this leﬁlslation stated in effect, "...1hey had been
promdsed sxeluasion wonon the complation of the forration of this
agency"

AB 77€ was pr
Tor a vawecli

g a copy cf 2 telegram addresged o me fron
Superior Cow dge Allar ¥iller clari fyinh the poeltion ne and
Senator Stan Shaw tcok in th° 1959 gession of the legisiature, I
am sure that the telegram lg self-explanatory.
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(COPY of letter to Alexander Pope, continued)

AB 2256 ig our ageney blll te clarify our ac {Statubes of 19
and, in additlon, we rewrote Sectlon O4 of the act deiining e
clugion nrocadures,

59)
X

Our agency reld the cxclusion procedures as originally welcten

in the act were not in the best public interest, and Lhe new
legislation wag a res&lt of & gtudy and public hearings regarding
this particular feature of the agency act

We feel iﬁ the agency tnab ayproval and vassage of bhe agency

bill, AD 2256, with vhe Coveranr's signaturs will be thoe Teason
for deﬁﬂa? of AB TT7G.

As Informeation, the Department or Hater Resources nes consistentliy
endorsed our foeney's legisintive program, inciuwding the alorew
nmentloned nills 2% Lhis session,

This nobe 1 waitten in conjunction with our belephone conversation
£ June 22 vor o Bhils ;att,w.

I would avneeeiaie o

PRGRR P S0

your or his opinion o Yy
of the cooncsyla moopoent

Venern LIT the overaoge 11 bnere s in
acbion Lo o Lakep copnbrary Lo the position

Thank you oy nuch fev Thie

&y bhe Doard
aljﬁvwﬁﬂs

augq/
N5 on e
SIS

3

»’«.'z

i

;”\r I 'E e ]

LR S N SUPR AR S .»»:'\'u s .;, Y
nd gouf exclusion b*
ch Lo N zuﬂfo%

i&b Oub“J ;

worn T e
FETE R 5 v-:. 3 ¥

thig pill
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« I informsd nie (Assembivimat Carreli; that
va‘d found ous that the Governor was going toe wetbo
our bill, he wap asvounded and he said 16 wae his
understanding that both blills were going Lo be signed.”
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My, Luat, the principal AVEK witness at the Committee's

Lancagster hearing, has been employed by the Agency only since

April 1962, Nr. Robert Aikens, now AVEX Administrzotive Rssistant
but Secretary of the Agency in 1901 and legislative renp ntative

at that time, was not in atiendance at thne Lancasber hearing and

was, therefore, nct ablie to comment on evaents of 1957 and 1961,

[

The role which Hr, Luat vlayesd in bthe Formaticn of AVEX (Senate.

-Bill 1060) aud in tne 1901 lezislatlve amendmencs to the act
(Assembly 2ills 770 and 2256} is unclear, g{

AU Lae Lancaster hearios ke. Lunb testilled that "I was
involved L Shis Commitbee wnleh atlenpbed to orpanize the
digtrict, Lo aad previously expiained that o gammittee first
tried to forin a valiey-uide district under a meaneral act. He
contlnucd, "1 was aob oa That cuunitles that nade uhe decision to
g0 to thie Leglislature and see 1f they could gﬁt esgentially the
same tninyg as the Municipal Water District acv of 1911 enaéted by
the Legislature and 1t was done,..Bssentizlly then thia lsw 1s
exaclly oh¢ sume in all los powers and functions as the Munleinal
Water District Act of 1911.”%

Several menths earliier in 3an 6ernardinﬁ} hovever, lir,

Lunt told this Committee That "I was the author or., and aided in
,

organizing, the Antelope Valley-Eagst Kern VWater Acency.

*  For a cu“@3318u1 ol the Antclone Valliey-XEugh Hempn vater Agency
: Aca and the Municipal Water Disgrict Act cf 1911 see this Com-
ilbteets Study of waber District Laws, Astenmbly Interim Committee
Reportg, 1801~1963, Vo1, 26, No. 5.

#*  San Bernardino transeripu, Hay 15, 1ud2, p. 160

PWS-0099-0015



On several cccasions, both before and after the effectlve

date of the new exclusion provisions of AB 2256, the two mutual

water companies flled petitions

exclusion:
1. December 15, 1959 =
April 5, 1960 -
2. December 13, 1960 -
2. December 13, 1960 -
March 26, 1961 -

January 9, 1962 =

with the AVEK Board requesting

Petition for El Dorado excluslion
filed

Petition denied
liotion to grant El Dorado
exclusion by ordinance denied

Petition for Vest Side Park
exclusion filed

Petition denied
Petltlion for ¥l Dorado and
West Side Park exclusion filed

Petition denied

PWS-0099-0016
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At the Lancasgbter nearing ur.‘éiken’s letter to the
Governor was the subject of a brief colloquy between Assemblyman
‘Lanterman and ilr, Al Skelton, a member of the AVEK Board and its
Auditor, The inconsistenciles in The AVEX positlon relative to

the exclusion are obvious:

"ASSEMBLYMAN LANTERMAN: ...the question I have raised
aboulb thils ab all times was Che mammer in which this
wag introduced abt the last minube In the closing days

ol the gesslon., We shouldn't have najor legislation

of the kind that created AVEX brought before us without
the opportunity for everyone involved to have a hearing
before Uhelr Legislature,...The issue that I have ralsed
is very simple; bthat zny mlsundersbtanding, any dlsagree-
ment or any lack of equlty that is involved in a mattnr
of thls kind should be rectified; period,

"WR, SKELTOMN: I agree with you,
VASSEMBLYMAN LANTERMAN: ALl rlght.
TR, szgﬂav- Dut thatv was your responsiblility, and

1ip
you stated that you went along with 1t and 1f you had
it to do over, you wouldn't,

"ASSEMBLYNAYN LANTERIAN: No, my respunsibility was to
correct this by legislation; and that we did, Dul Lt
wag your Board, through your agent, your rmpbe“hntative,
wno went to the Govermor and paid vetc thig bill,

"R, SKELTON: I objeect to that,

"ASSEMBLYMAN LANTERMAN: ...Is the letter...z2s 1t was
read 0 us--by Mr., Alkens o Mr, Popee~-g cOpy ©f the
letver that was sent?

MR, SKBLDCH: 1111 grant that it is...le wrote a letoer
sbatlag that we didn't think there should be any exclu=

uivﬁs anﬁ if wou'll give me a chance later, I'11l explain
that

Later lr. Skelbon explained that "This act, whether it's
wrong or scomething's wrong with it that needs changlng, I'm for
changing. But it's an act that you fellows (Legisiature) made.,."”

1iowing further discusslon with Assemblyman Lanterman,
Mr. Skelton relterated, "if the Legislature lets them (the mutual

water companies) out, that's cken with me." PWS-0099-0017
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Mr. Briggs explained that the two companies were "not
trylng Lo get out of paying our cost of the (State's) aqueduct.
We know we're golng to pay that...But we will certainly contract,
be part of a contracting agency, as soon as we can get out of
AVEX," He continued by reassuring the Committee that "VWetre
immediately goling to protect ourselves by getiing into another
agency--uncther 1t's the PID (Palmdale Irrigation District) or
the Socuth Antelope Valley Water District, or whatever theylre
going to call 1t."

Mr, Lowell Felt, Dnglueer-jilanager of the Palimdale Irriga-
tion District, testified briefly and explalned that ground water
levels in nis area were receding at a rate of about five feet a
vear, '...0ur situation there i1g certainly not any worse than 1t
1s within AVEX,' he added,

The Department of Water HResources was represented at
the hearing on AB 770 by Hr. Vernon Valantine, a Senior Engineer
in the Deparoment’s Southern District office, Mr, valantine
stated that “the Department has not taken any pasition towards

the renewal or final disposal of AB 776 at this time.,”
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PRESENTATION BY RANDLE G. LUNT, CHIEF ENGINEER
& GENERAL MANAGER OF THE ANTELOPE VALLEY-EAST
KERN WATER AGENCY TO THE CALIFORNIA STATE
ASSEMBLY INTERIM COMMITTEE ON WATER RELATING
TO ASSEMBLY BILL 776 AT A HEARING IN LANCASTER,
CALIFORNIA, NOVEMBER 14, 1962.

To the State Legislature Assembly Interim Committee on Water.

Gentlemen:

It has been my good fortune to have held positions which have given me the
opportunity to become aware and appreciative of the thorough investigation and pre-
legislation work performed by the important Legislative Interim Committee on Water.
The recent years have been the most critical years in developing legislation which
has established new water policies of the State necessary to deal with the great
population growth in California which has caused the overdraft of ground water
basins making it necessary to apportion and distribute the water resources of
the State from water surplus areas to areas deficient in water. It is reassuring
to find that the legislative branch of government is searching to unearth facts
necessary to enact just and appropriate legislation.

Having created or caused to be created water agencies capable of resolving
local water problems, the legislature can be assured that matters of local concern
can, under procedures provided by law, be resolved without recourse to legislative
action. This is, of course, as it should be and the cases of Assembly Bill

776 and House Resolution No. 106 are no exceptions.
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EXHIBITS
This report contains the following exhibits:

EXHIBIT NUMBER DESCRIPTION

1 Map showing service areas of AVEK shown in
green color.

2 Retail water purveyors.

3 A Plan of Water Conveyance within AVEK from
State Project requiring 14 service connections.

4 A Plan of Water Conveyance within AVEK re-
quiring one connection. NOTE: This plan
assumes that the construction of the East
Branch may be delayed for as much as ten
to fifteen vyears.

5 Statistical information on present and projected
population and assessed valuation and the
estimated cost of constructing State and Agency
facilities.

6 A generalized map of ground water basin in
AVEK on which is shown section where profiles
on Exhibits 7 and 8 are illustrated.

"Exhibit 1" shows in green color the service area of the Antelope Valley-
East Kern Water Agency on which is indicated the probable routes of the
Southern California and East Branch aqueducts from the Tehachapi Mountains
through the Antelope Valley to the San Bernardino County boundary. The green
area represents substantially all of the inter-dependent water basins and their
supporting watersheds. These sub-basins of Antelope Valley are: The Neenach,
Willow Springs, Gloster, Chaffee, Lancaster, Buttes, Rock Creek and North

Muroc Water Basins. These basins are inter-related. The largest of which is
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the Lancaster Basin,

AREAS WHICH TRIED TO BE EXCLUDED FROM AVEK

You have had under consideration Assembly Bill 776 and House Resolution
106 which have been sponsored by persons seeking to withdraw 1,140 acres of
land situated well within the Agency from the 1,400,000 acres of the Antelope

Valley-East Kern Water Agency. These areas are shown on Exhibit 2.

BENEFITTED LANDS INCLUDED IN AVEK
It is my desire to present to you information which should conclusively show
that the lands within AVEK will receive tangible and direct benefit from the functions
performed by the Antelope Valley-East Kern Water Agency and that the removal of
lands from AVEK such as the service areas of El Dorado and Westside Park
Mutual Water Companies would result in those lands being benefitted by the efforts
of AVEK and escape the financial responsibility.

The Antelope Valley-East Kern Water Agency was created in 1959 for the

purpose of resolving water problems, namely;

1. Importation of water from the State Project to supplement local water
supplies.

2. To take steps which would prevent the destruction of the local water
basin which is being depleted by removing more water from the basin
than is replenished by rainfall and surface inflow.

3. To recover and put to beneficial use waste waters such as sewage

effluent and flood waters which now are disposed of by evaporation.
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I also hope to show that these functions can be performed logically and most
economically by AVEK and that the lands which have been considered for with-
drawal from the Agency cannot escape being benefitted by the activities of this
Agency and, therefore, cannot logically escape paying their proportionate share
of the cost. It is a principle which applies to the establishment of the boundaries
of improvement districts that all lands be included therein which shall benefit
therefrom, and that conversely all lands shall be excluded which are not so
benefitted,

We, therefore, refer you to the aforementioned ''Exhibit 1" which shows
the service area of the Antelope Valley-East Kern Water Agency and to "Exhibit
2'"" which shows the service area of retail water purveyors within AVEK.

A special provision of AVEK law preserves the identity and does not
interfere with the purposes and functions of water districts and water agencies.
The retail water distributing agencies in AVEK will continue to perform their
responsibilities of supplying their customers with water., AVEK will perform
the responsibility of contracting to import water and of protecting and preserving
the water resources within the Agency for the benefit of the water purveyors and
users.

Please note the location on ""Exhibit 2'"', the service area of the El Dorado
Mutual Water Company and the Westside Park Mutual Water Company. Combined
these two companies serve a population of about 1, 000, The area is sparsely
inhabited and presently requires but small quantities of water which is pumped
from the ground water basin. Your attention is directed to the service areas

- .
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of County Waterworks District No. 4 and Quartz Hill County Waterworks District,
Mojave and Edwards. These agencies are large producers of water from wells
in the Antelope Valley and will obtain their future imported water supply from
AVEK.

"Exhibit 3" depicts a water distribution system proposed to be built by
AVEK, requiring fourteen service connections, for conveying water from the
California aqueduct to such districts and communities. It is possible for this
Agency to take all of its water from the State aqueduct in the vicinity of the
Tehachapi Tunnel in the event construction of the East Branch aqueduct is de-
layed. Such a distribution system is illustrated on Exhibit 4 requiring one or
two service connections in the event construction of the East Branch is delavyed,

"Exhibit 6" is a generalized map of the AVEK water basins shown in
white areas.

"Exhibit 7" shows ground water profiles in various parts of AVEK.

"Exhibit 8" is a profile running north and south through Range 12 West,
which shows the ground water levels as they existed in 1927, 1941, 1950, and 1961.
The profile also shows part of the basement complex and the impervious bottom
of the basin. This profile passes through the El Dorado and Westside Park

Mutual Water Companies service area.

GROUND WATER CONDITIONS
From the information shown in the exhibits, it is clear that the ground water

supply existing in the wvicinity of the El Dorado Mutual Water Company and the
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Westside Park Mutual Water Company is not secure. The depth to water is in-
creasing due in part to the pumping taking place in the immediate vicinity but
due largely to the heavy pumping in other areas. Well records indicate the
existence of a ground water mound, in that area, which will gradually disappear.
Water will flow away from the mound and the apex will flatten out. The water’
basin tends to become level,

This will take place whether or not anymore water is pumped from the

El Dorado Mutual Water Company service area.

GROUND WATER DEPRESSIONS

Exhibit 7, Section C-C'" has been prepared from data furnished this office
by the State Department of Water Resources. This profile runs east and west
along Avenue F and shows the existence of two large depressions in the ground
water surface caused by the heavy pumping for agricultural purposes about six
miles east and about six miles west of Division Street. The continued pumping
will result in the mound of water between these areas to gradually flow away into
the depressed areas. This is taking place at the present time. Thus, the lower-
ing of ground water levels will be accelerated by additional ipumping in the
populated areas. The ground water surface will then have dropped from an
elevation of approximately 2,400 feet in 1927 to an average elevation of 2, 200
feet in 1972, The most seriously effected areas now depending. on the ground
water basin will be those areas nearest to the foothills and in the areas where

the annual recharge from runoff is small. The recession of the ground water
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surface from the foothills has already decommissioned wells in the vicinity of

Quartz Hill and other foothill areas.

PORTALS SENIOR CITIZENS PROJECT

In order to solve the water problems in Quartz Hill County Water District
and in County Waterworks District No. 4 in the vicinity of 60th Stréet West, the
two districts have enterevd into an agreement to construct a facility in accordance
with the Antelope Valley-East Kern Water Agency's plan for water distribution
which will transport water from the deeper aquifers to the foothill areas and
will supply those areas with water until AVEK is able to deliver State Project’
Water to the local water districts, This system is now under construction
and includes a pumping plant at 50th Street West and Avenue J-14 and a water
main needed to deliver water from the pumping plant to Quartz Hill County
Water District and to Waterworks District No. 4, including the Portals Senior
Citizens Development. Thus, at the present time there is one large community
whose water supply has seriously been reduced and its present supplies threatened
byrthe recession of the ground water basin from the present well locations, AVEK
will provide a service connection and water treatment plant to supply water to

those districts from the Feather River Project.

DESERT VIEW HIGHLANDS PROJECT
Studies are now underway initiated by AVEK to provide a facility needed
to transport water to Desert View Highlands, the Antelope Valley Country Club,
and County Waterworks District No. 4 Avenue M annexation to prevent a possible
disastrous water failure. For this purpose the Antelope Valley-East Kern Water
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Agency contemplates building a large diameter water main in 10th Street West
from the vicinity of Avenue G to deliver a superior quality and adequate quantity
of water than is now available to Lancaster, Quartz Hill, the aforementioned golf
course, Desert View Highlands and intervening properties, This project of the
Antelope Valley-East Kern Water Agency will be the only secure means of re-
solving water problems in these populated areas before State Project water is
available. This same larger diameter water main will be used for the purpose
of conveying water from the State project to these same communities. This
project will be of definite benefit to the El Dorado and Westside Park Mutual
Water Companies service areas.

Without the exercise of the powers and responsibilities of AVEK to (1)
participate in the California Water Plan, (2) import water into this basin, (3)
reclaim waste waters and put them to beneficial uses, (4) prudently administer
the water resources of the Agency; and (5} to transport water from surplus
zones to water deficient zones, disaster would overtake many of the communities
of Antelope Valley,

The legislature has created local governments, such as AVEK, to provide
prudent administration of water resources; it has provided A\‘fEK with processes
whereby thorough hearings have, and can be held, on such matters as inclusions
and exclusions before elected representatives of the people. There is no need for
the legislature to be further imposed upon by considering such uﬁworthy proposi-

tions as AB776.
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This same philosophy of good government applies to AB2 relating to the
Senior Citizens Village, where self concerned interests persist against logic
to attempt to persuade the legislature to grant an unworthy request detrimental

to the good citizens of Antelope Valley.
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