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Water tha tiprecious natur-  ture now hinges on the con’ growth wm be !inked to‘the here irom Iowa and dad once agiln there wex-e thea

al commodity 1 necessary for
- life anywher on Earth, has
become an important part of
the life of - I?art Cooper, a
nquiet-sgoken. mdlvxdual who

"tinued avmlabllity of water
When Dan moved  here '

- réstiof ‘the Valley.” .

“In fact; Dan is extremely - " Service,” Dolores explained. 1ng all subjects. . : .-

from Hhis natlve Los Angeles optlmlsuc about Boron,” the
in June 1937, there were still * town where - his two sons’ first roads in the Big ' Pines

. artesian wells in some areas,

and a daughter were ralsed

worked for the US. Fonest
“In. fact he helped build the .

areas. He npw lives in Green

. has lived most'of his 16 years  Rlsewheré; pumps had to lift ", _and > where, he' has ‘worked Valley.”

\0lope anlc)
Dan has been 2 member of
the  Antelope Valley-East
_Kern Wa'ter Agency board of
directors for nine years and
‘knows of the critical need for
additional water, in the val-
ley in the next bewral dec-
ades. -
Ile has traveled thousands

in-the -Boron arca of- thv"’\'ﬁ

-of miles locally and.-to Sac--

ramento te help work out lcg
—wetglntivesde allgor-ted .
lion bond issue facing val-
iey-wide voters Feb. 16,
Resting on the bond issue
is the fate of a far-reaching
project to bring in water
from the ncarby California
Aqubduct now under con-
struction. The AVEXK pmj(\ct‘
would feed water ptirchased
from the $tate into existing
water districts from Pear-
blossom to Boron to supple-
ment. dwindling tnderground
sources. i
Thousands  of  citizens
around the valley are urg.
ing passage of the AVEK
bond lssue] They are say-
- Ing i Is a necessity for the
" area's cophomle  survival,
.but none are saying it as
+. Joudly as'Dan Cooper..
He has seen the valley

flourish into one of the most come anyway. And places at Big Pines since she
promising $pots in the na-
tion &nd knows that lts fu-

water only 20 feet to the sur-
{ace.”

steqdiXy for*the ‘US. Borax

‘and . Chemical Company re- father was the Tiegl to begin . he is in -his second year. °

She also 'said. her grand: '

Today, some of thése same" +~inery for over 20 years,and fruit_rapching In.the Littles

pumps have -to lift water I8 ngw safety supeﬁntgxd' rock area and her uncle, Hen- .

from as deep as 600 feet.
Throughout-he valley, water

ent.
CHE feels, its. pwximxty to

is being used faster than it” future freeways in‘that area,

can be replaced by nature!,

along with the rallroad, Will

ry Sweet, ig still 3 valley resl-
dent N ,

Dan also has a sister, Ev-

elyn’ Love, living in- Boron
With the projected devclop- contribute significantly to its’ and his mother was a Borow ,./1967 - Bruce ‘traveled

ment of the valley, including gtowth . in -conjunction with resident untll her death sev-°

the Palmdale Intercontiren-

the ‘natural northerly devel-

tal Alrport, engineets’ say Opment t)t the wvalley.

.that the future sutvival of
the valley will be-dependent
upon supplemental water,

the forefront of this civio,
project appears nafural for
those who, know him, In
hiz 83 years on the Mpjave
Desert, Dan has known
“that It Ying & promising fu'’
ture and would one day
“blossom fully, hot only a
greener vegetation but eco-
nomically, .

| “Werhave a mild climate,

Dan’ arrlved in the Bo-
Ton area il parents

“~when he was a seventh
Nan Cooper's position. at . ..

grader and.went to’junlor
" high school in Muroe when
it wag still called Corum.
Those were the days when
the present . site of ¥d-

wards . A!r Fnrce Bm way
“ vaeant, Pl e

Dan's !lndl sehool years’
here were spent at Antelope
Valley High $School in Lan-
caster and hé made the trip
each day bysbus. He lettered

ﬂw space, powcr sources and " four years In track and swim-

-transportation " facilities,”

ming and three years in bas.

Dan noted, “su progress-here Kkethball.

w'v; as natural as life itself.”

© “The airport will certainly

accelerate the ‘growth, be-
cause of the support ele-
ments that will be establish-
od, but gx'owth would have .

1 never had’ much slack
tirme,” Dan commented, and
admitted that part of it was
taken up courting.a student
by the name of Dolores Lug-

‘lan, Who had been IVing up - ¢yiorado School of Mines-the "set yet and the former-Miss -

was a

like Boron here will benefit - tot,

just as muech, because its-

"My parehts mcved out

i

eral years ago.
Following his s e hool..
gnda:tlon. Dtn spent .

‘!ﬁe Navy as 3 mﬂloman

- flying alr patrols on PBM...a. physician, is in_ his final

‘Mariner flying boats in’ tl\e Y
Atlantic and Caribbean.
I hat! it made in the shade
then and didn't know it,”.Dan’
_ reflected, “and: ‘would love to

Caribbean area” '’ .
o July 6, 1945, Dan and
Dolores were married and -
following his release -from
. the Navy In_early 1946 they
returned to Boron where¢ Dan '
worked  as a laborer at the

borax mine, then owned by. ‘College 'this semester. She is

the Pacific Coast Borax Com-’
pany, It was just an Interim
job though, as he had already
decided on a career as a min-
ing engineer and entered the-

following September, "

Five years later, the Coo-
‘pers, with infant sons Bruce,
now 24, and Qary, 22, retdrn.
ed to Boron where Dan be-
gan his successful career at

what is now an $80 million |

borate ore refinery.”

From it comes the basic
substance for the famous 20
Mule. Team soap " products.
“ Other . derivatives = include:

*totmtless - industrisl--co m-*-ymmm years in Boron, all -

pounds used to make poroee’
lain, {fiberglass;- glass and -
chingware and fmecﬁghti'ng

o soluflons, .

Dan’s years at the wﬂn-v
ery -have seen him climb
from a Junior mining en-

- gineer to a foreman, to &’
senlor” mining  engineer,
and to superintendent of
the huge open pit borate
ore-mine, the world's larg-
est,

His current. position as re--
_finery safety superintendent
came In’ November and he

go back now and visit the; -

,not uncommon to hear all

il
famlly “rap” sessions’ cover-

- Bruce, the oldest, Is' a !or
‘mer. marine who served in:
- South Vietham and: . now .
using- his GI Bfit - study’
law at Santa Barbara where

s chl!.d&ood_blck-'
. xround as a plano, ttumpet.
" and flute piayer placed him
‘in Marine Corps bands M
.8an Disgo and In Vietnam.

Durlnghisovmumrln

throughout Vietnams | ;"f
northermost provinces tak. - fai
 ing part ih hundreds.of clv- . ate
" lo action projects alding ¢
<

" Gary, with'plans to become .-, .
year'at Occidental College in g:&
Los Angeles and Yopés to es- -

tablish his’ practice in the .
*Bishop area once out cf med. | $
jcal school, ° - od,

Both young menworked at - 4¢
 the’. barax- refinery. during e
the holiday period to,aid in tha
school expenses. | - “
Ymg Kathy, who had ha‘f(
been attending Santa Barba- wor
ra Clty College, will be en- mor
rolling . at. Antelope Valley * #0Oy
thar
‘we
read
# 1
Dolc
ousl
‘deat
tinw
that
beer.
big

still trying to decide wheth-.
. er it will be more practical to’
live  near the campus or at-
tempt to cormmute from Bo-
ron. Her goal has not been

‘Boron runner-up of 1967 ad-
mits she is “trying to ﬁnd
herself” still.

All three young Coopers
are musically Inclined,” and
with Gary also playing gui-
tar and Kathy singing, it<is -«
types of music drifting from
the -home- any even!ng ‘they ]
are togéther: -

" Looking ' hack: at thelr .

three are -thankful they
‘'were raised In the valley.
+ “We' all Jearned to develop
. family-interests and appreci-
ate our surroundings,” sald
Gary.. “We were extremely

‘close then, but naturally, now

that we've left. home. we're
even. closer -now.”

The Coopers also use these
now-infreguent reunions to_.,
recall theé” countleés family
sutings they used to go on
throughout the Western Unit-
ed States

it ‘the Coopers were not
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THE GREEN THUMB—Llandscaping in
the front yard of the Cooper home on
Cherryhill Drive in Boron is highlighted

FAMILIAR SCENE—The world's largest open pit bor-
ate ore mine looms behind Dan Cooper. He was re-
cently appointed safety superintendent ot the US.

®

by many varieties of cacti brought in
by Delores, who likes fo experiment
with vegetastion native to other regions.

L

Borax and Chemical Company pla’nf at Boron. Open
pit mining operations began in 1957.

Mule ‘feam soap proauas,
Other. derivatives include
countless industrial coms.

pounds used to make porce.

lain, fiberglass, glass and
chingware and fire-lighting
solutfons,

Danw's years at the refin-
ery have séen him ¢limh
from p funior mining en-
rineer to o foreman, to a
senlor mindng  engineer,
and to superintendent of
the huge open pil borate
ore mine, the world’s larg.
[ Y

His current position as ye.
finery safety superintendent
came in Novembey and he
eally it oan extremsty chal
lenging assignment, His Tirat

"major project has been com.
piling a romprehensive docu-
ment  establishing  refinery-
wide safely policies and the
procedures  with which 1o
carty them outf,

Imn and Dolores now eom-
phrin that their pale green
home on Cherryhill Drive in
Boron is as “quiet as a maus-
olemn™,

Daughter Kathy, 20, and
the only one of the three
soung Conperk 1o have been
horg in Caditornia, and her
o older brothers are in el
Iege now, TTowvever all were
hogse for the holidays whi

wvalley press phote

-~
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Looking back at their (/7
- younger years in Boron, ail

three are thgnkful they r.'i

were ralsed in the valley.

“We all learned to develop
family interests and appreci.
ate our surroundings,” said
Gary., “We were extremely
close then, but naturally, now
that we've left home, we're
oven closer now.”

The Conpers also use (hese

7

TR )

now-infrequente yeunions 1o

voeall the countless family

outingy, they used o go oon

throughont the Woestern Unit-

o States,

1t the Coopers were not
off into the mountaing on a
camping or skiing trip, they
were over on the coast or
oxploring desert mining
areas or ghost towns.

All five enjoyed both win-
ter and summer sports and
Delores was such an advanc-
~1 amateur iece skater at Big
Tines as a youngster she
was once offered a profes-
sional pesition but declined.

For hor though, itwo
brishes with death have cur-
taileed what was once an ac-

. tive  outdour life  for  the

former  physieal  educalion
mijor at UCLA. Oul of the
near  tragedies has  come,
however, a0 new  fvecation
and a more meaninglul out-
lante on life for both her and

Pran.

Ten years ago she was
stricken  with heart {rou-
ble hrought on by damage
o one of the organ's
valves. Her  first  closed-
heart surgery was follow.
ed by a second four yeurs
tater.

“We o feel our lives have
heen enhanced by it”
Dolores said, as she explain-
ed that due to her confine-
ment in hed and initial ac-
tivity she began oil painting.

What began then as a hob-
by is now more than a cas.
ual pastime and she is pres-
ently teaching art at her
home twice a week in a stu-
dio that once had been their
garage. Her own_ instructors
over the past years have
bheen some of the southland’s
best, including Ralph Love,
John Wilcox and Charles Le-
monk.

She ecouldn’t guess at how
many paintings she has com-
pleted, but said it was well
over 200, and they have been
exhibited at many places
throughout the valley.

The travels of Dan and
Dolores now are made swith
ease and motels have replae-
ed the camp stove and tents
and o good portion of their
trips now find them bhoth
taking color slides that can

0128-0002 .
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Viner,

for

from Towa and dad
d for the US., Forest
e Dolores explained.
et he helped build the
roads in the Big Pines

He now lives in Green

also «aid her grand.
~was the first to begin
ranching in the Little-
wrea and her unele, Hen-
oet, is still a valley resi

c also has a sister, By
l.ove, living in Boron
is mother was a8 Boron
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once again there were the
family “rap” sessions cover-
ing all subjects.

Bruee, the oldest, is a for-
mer marine who served in
South Vietnam and is now
using his GI Bill to study
law at Santa Barbara where
he is in his second year.

Mg ehildhood back-
ground as a plane, trunipet
and flute player placed him
in Marine Corps hands In
San Diego and in Vietnam,
Duting his oversesk tour in
1967 Bruce fraveled
throughout Vietnam's
northermost provinees tak-
ing part in hundreds of civ-
fe action prejects adding
ThE peopte, ’ T

Gary, with plans to heeome
a physician, is in his final
vear atl Oceidental College in
Los Angeles and hopes to es-
tablish his practice in the
Bishop area once oyt of med-

Cieal school

Both young men waorked at
e borax refinevy  during
the holiday period to.aid in
school expenses.

Young Kathy, whe had
been attending Santa Barba-
ra City College, will be en-
rolling at Antelope Valley
College this semester. She is
still trying to decide wheth-
er it will be more practical to
live near the campus or at-
tempt 1o commule from Bo-
ron. Her goal has not been
set yet and the former Miss
Poron runner-up of 1967 ad-
mits she is “tryving to find
herself” still.

All three young Coopoers
are musically inclined, and
with Gary also playing gui-
tar and Kathy singing, it is
all
tvpes of music drifting from
the home any evening ‘they
are together.

Looking back at thelr
vounger years {n Boron, all
three are thankful they
were raised in the valley.

“We all learned to develop
family interests and appreci-
ate our surroundings,” said
Gary, “We were extremely
¢lose then, hut naturally, now
that we've left home, we're
even closer now”

The Coopers also use {hese
nowsnirequent  reunions

i

A BREA* WITH THE "BOSS' — Bruce,
Gary, right, chat with their
father during a lunch break at tRe bor-
ate refinery in Boron where Dan is
_safety superintendent after a 20- -year

left, an

college.
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be used for the basis of
paintings,
“Dan  was  lappy  and

proud I uscd his slide for
that painting.” she remark-

od, polnting to a largé oil
of n roeky spire iy Monu-
ment Valley in Arizona
that she cally her favorite,

“More than anything, we
have learned to relax and not
worry tec much ahout to-
morrow,” commented Dan.
*Our family now is closer
than it ever was, but now
we enjoy musie, her art, and
reading more.”

“And Dan foots the bill,”
Dolores tossed out, humor-
ously, "“When you've faced
death twice,” Dolores con-
tinued,” you suddenly realize
that what once would have
been a big problem, isn't -sa
big anymore. We've also

carger that hegan as a junior mining

learned _npt to put off until
tomorTow” what we can do
today. 1f someone says 'let's
wo,” we're yeady.”’

Between  classes and her
own painting sessions,
Daolores still finds time o re-
main active in the Boron
Garden Club and experiment
at growing plants native to
the lower desert,

Sparetime  away from
worl§ at the refinery that
Ban once had s now most-
Iy taken ap by his fre.
queent  travels throughont
the valley explaining and
promoting the AVEK wal-

er project.
Over the vyears it has
meant an  average of ag

least two nights each week
away from home for meet-
ings, dinner specches, or

engineer shortly after graduation from
tha Colorado School of Mines. The two
younger Coopers worked at the rofine
ery during their holiday breaks from.

club presentations, plus trips
tu the state capltol as a mem-
ber of the agency's legisia-
tive commitice. ‘It has been
all this, plus many hours of
study and work at home. .
Dan has fouf more years
at his job as an AVEK direc-
tor, and it's obvious that he
is looking f¥rward o It with
as much enthusiasm as hiée
as much enthusiasm as he
has displayed in the p-asi

nine years,
As a nearanctive of the
Antelope - Valley, Dan!

Cooper sees his positlon as
a way of helping to im.
prove and develop hisl
homeland, '
“We all came Into lifc¢
enjoying  the benefits of
someone elsa's contributions.
T look at this as my cons
1 ri?utio n”

Story and -Photos
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