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AVEK Water to Boost Supply For Quartz Hill County District

qum Hill County Wate-

District is_another Jocal wa-’

ter system’ that Ia looking

forward to recelving Stite’

Project. water through the
proposed - disirlbution sys-
tem gf the Antelope Valley-
East Keen YWater Azency.r .

1omee ln mreting mture
‘water demands, and . why
the District- feels: the con-
struction of the AVEK sys-
tem will beof benefit to its
,cusoomm ‘snd taxpayers,

%k K

. Quartz . Hill" County ‘Water

District i3 &, good case study

cording to Dixtr!ct Mamger
Herb Spitzer, -

Since then, the system.f:h
been totally rebufit, aldhg
with the- addition of & T50,000-
gallon storage tank. The job
has been done.so well  that
Quartz Hill homes now enjoy
the same favorsble fire !naur

YR 1,

to *whol
tal water to ox&sﬁng ‘and fu-
ture “retsli” water purvey-
ors, fn order to relleve the
present serious overdraft on
Jocal groundwater supplies.
Water companies and dls-

tricts now providing water
to over 90 per cent of the
population of this ares have
signed contracts to buy wa. -
ter fron: the AVEK system,
it voters approve” sale of
bonds- to-finance the system
at an election on February
18, 1971,

' The accompanying articls
glves » history of Quartz
HiNl County Water District,
the problems its lesders

-

x.
anoe-rates—as—in

tem,,\vhloh a\so to-nds to re
duce. operating costs.

| With lncreased - pumping
necessary to meet growing de.

He says the existing $y
is designed’ to handie future
growth, as cvidenced by a
new 1,500,000 -gallon storage
tank which is expected. to go
into oberation early this sum-
mer. He ‘says:they -will .need
tha.big-tank,.b the Dis.

, he ts the ground-
water table to drep even fast.
€r in the future, .
This will ‘not only Iricrease
water costs, he says, but could
“dry-up” many of their wells
because of the limited capa.

of how Tesourcelul people can
which are a great deal lower

make a firstclass water sys-

tem out of an odd-lot of rusty

plpes,

Now sevvirg nearly 1800
homeg and businesses south-
west of Lancaster, the Quartz
County Water District

Hill
was created in 1954 by pur-

chasing and combining sev-
eral smail waler systems that
couldn’t handle the growing

water demands in the area.

. When the new- District
took over the Job of tylng'

than Quartz Hill's rates were
before the  District came
along,

This impressive Ieat has re-
sulted “from hard work by
many people,’ plus.\the expen”
diture of some $1,045,000% in
bond funds. At*the same time,
water “hook-ups” in the Dis.
trict have - Increased nearly
three times, a
*+ Credit for- the * presént
hlgh state of the Quartz HAOL

a lot of aged and Inad

water malns into » function-
ing system, there were only’
500 structures inthe: area’

requiring water service, ao-

NEW METER ~ Herb Spitzer, msidger of-Quartz Hill -

County Water District, checks another of the growing
number of new water meter installations in the area.
The Quartz Hill district is expscting to meet future
water needs from the State Progeci‘ through the pro-
posed AVEK system.

1 part of California floes not

Motrley’s Men’s Wear

SAVE UP T(

hould go-to the peo-
plo whollve thero, Hopoints
out- that they have gong to
ths polls twice 1o authorize
Targe expenditures (and:iax
Increases for themselves) to
assure- the future of the
area, : ’
One factor that has made {t

-lespecially impressive that an

efficlent water system could
be developed In Quartz Hill
County Water District  has

| been its large ares in relation

to peoplo.

| rural, with large lots and open

acreage.

The locality is. still semi:|.,

triet expects an 18 per eent
increase In hook-ups during
the mming yoar,

But growth . demands - also
pose a probiem for Quartz
Hill, because of ‘the massive
overdraft of groundwater now|
occurying throughout the An-
telope~Valiey-East Kern area.
In simple terms, he .says,]
Quartz Hill has a large enough)|
system for the future but not|
enough water to put In it, un-
less supplemental water i

provided,

 Spltzer sees uss of the

State Prdfect water :
the proposed AVEK . distrle
butlon system as the. only
answer to' the longrange
water supply problem for
Quartz Hill,

He says water from the
AVEK system will actually be
cheaper than water the Dis.
trict is now purchasing from
another nearby water system.
He explains that drilling more
wells won't solve the problem,
because' the additional ' wells
‘wolild only steal water from
each other.”

While this type of develop-
ment has made Quartz Hill a

.|desirable place to live, it bas
|made necessary-a lot more

lwater pipe__per. house, than|

[would be necessary in a con-

ventional suburban commu-
nity.

The District now has more
than 30 miles of water pipe
in various~types and snzes in
its system. _

The fact ihat Quartz Hill
has overcome sr-many ol
stacles to become ohe of the
better water systems in this

larly unfavorable situation
with vespect to groundwater
supplies,

Being on the “rim” of the

»

level-in wells there has bsen
dropping an average of six
feet a year,

eity of the groundwater basin
in ‘that loonllty ‘

paying an exorﬂmt m
rate because they fall to no-
tice the bl covers service
for 60 dmys. . .

“Water is not expensive in|
Quartz Hm as compayed with
other systems- {n the srea”,}
Spitzer says, “On the average,
the monthly water charge
here {s within a_dollar of
chargesin o‘tﬁ'erﬁ‘y‘ﬁ?ﬁiﬂn‘f

- |explain, “All the money the

have a lot more favorable wa-

"‘Today, the Quartz HUl Dis. ter conditions. ©

trict is operated with only
three employees, Besides Spit.
zer, Mrs, George Schmitt
serves as  secretary-auditor.
Fred Wagner is service man,
All  three employees havel.
been with thé District more
than ten years. Mrs. Schmitt,
known to nearly everyone In
Quartz Hill as “Rhea”™, Is now
in her sixteenth year with the
District.
Spitzer’ says he's sor-
prised 2t how many Quartz
" Hit = residents don't know
. that thelr water pystem s
pablicly owned, . .
“This i3 not.a profitmaking
firm,” he frequently has to

TVGLEE

District recelves goes to oper-
ate and improve the system."”

The Quartz Hill County Wa-
ter District Is governed by a
board of directors elected by
the people served by the Dis.
trict. Present board membeérs

PLANT  NOW
BARE ROOT

Lorge, Complete Selection
_ SHADE & FRUIT TREES

Beams, ~ GRAPES, SERRIES,

Colus L. White and Michael F
Risole, Jr.

ROSES, LILACS, FIC,

In order to cut operating
expenses to the bone, the

two months to most of s
customers, While this has
proven economical, he aiso
points out It causes some

people fo think they are

District sends bills every .

necessarily shgnal that the
I District’s problems ardé over,
Spitzer emphasizes, Je says
the one word “growth” pret-.
ty well embodies both the
fears and aspimtions of the

N T District.

On~the good s:de he says

sible for—the District to .re.
duce itz tax rate by 50 per
cent since 1962, with more re-
ductions expected. ' Growth
brings a larger tax base, he
explaing, which allows-a Jower
individusl tax rale to meet
the District’s bonded indebted-
ness, Also, more houses make
{or greater usage of the sys-

past growth has made it pos-|
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