Trend home. The Laihfops are the first home owners .
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"The theory of “one man,
one vote” is supposed fo
give everyone a right to
vote on issues pertaining to
his general welfare, es
. pecially taxes. But, some
legislation this so-called

representative  government
dishes up to us every once

i & while, even by our

State Legislature, benefits

ohly special interests to the
. detriment of the - people

which 1t is supposed to rep-
- resent, ‘

A glaring example of this,

that Is, a case in point is

the Antelope Valley  East~

- Kern Water District, better
. knowr as AVEK.

AVEK was created by the

State Legislature in the last
. few days of the 1959 legis-
lative session In a climate
of broken promises and
political shenanigans with-

. out approval of the legisia- -

#iece counsel, without proper
readings, or committee

e heamngs .

The AVEK Bill was hur

‘riédly passed by an unin-

_formed State Legisiature

which act must forever be

‘"adjudged as a miscarriage
Z2'of legislative’ procedure.

© "AVEK is an yunlimited .

Jtaxing agency — @ malig-
: ‘nam tax eating;- cancerous .

¢ bureaucracy — with many
'mxing tenacles which. are -

+ constantly. reaching into the

-taxpayers pocket, for more

* money. It has the power 1o
-' tax without the consent or
T appmval of the voter, and..
- having the “powers of a

A city” it need.not give & fic..
the

: < nancial  statement to
| peo;)}e for money it spends.
: Inasmuch as the legal
* time limit of the 1959 legis-

_3lative session had elapsed

..,when any new Jegislation
T rouid legaliy be placed in
. ‘ the “légisiative hopper” As-

s + sernblyman  Allen Miller - -
*subver!ed and abridged the .

~ State Constitution *1) when
1' he tied an amendment to’
- Senate Bill No. 1068 there-

“ by creating AVEK without -
“_the general knowledge or .

;I the right of the people to
;. voice any opposition, Three
g. years later,

the . “CABOOSE
4.

~act as’
- « LAW. ) I

*’J Mr. Lenterman’ also stat-
¢ ed, “T'he scilduggery which

) Jgppears- i this. -thing Is
7 that somebody ‘got to the
< Governor's Office . . So

« now they are stuck. clear up
-“ to their eyeballs and can't

- get out of here unless we
¥ blast them out again with

\
h

(I e e

-

ture.

Assemblyman
;» Mmeman Yeterred to this .

‘another legis!a*tive action—
and I think thds simply—is
the story of this kind of
miscarriage of legislative
procedure and never again
will I agree as a member
of a committee, to accept
an amendment this big—

‘which was an agency in it--

- self.”*2)—P. 41
At this same - Assembly
Hearing, Mr. Skelfon, AV
EK’s President stated “Af-
ter some of the statements
made here | ., it made me
feel that maybe I'd better

take invertory, that we're

kind' pf & bunch of bad
. I'm one of the seven
dxrectom that was appoint-
“ed by~ Governor ™~ Brown.”
*2)—P. 80 To which As-
semblyman ’anermm re-
plied: o :
“The question that

have raised about this at all

times was the manner in

which this (AVEK) was in-
troduced at the last mindte .
in the closing days of the
session, We shouldn’t have
major . legisiation of the
kind that created AVEK
brought before us without
the opportunity for every-
one involved fo have o hear.
ing before their Legisla-

basic issues that I-have-

. made gl along — that this .

was put in &s an amend-
ment on & Senate Bill with-

“out hearing or notice. There.
‘is no file notice (on amend- "

ments) required, Mr. Skel

~ton, to-alert people relating .

to’ their right to be heard on

-an.amendment of this kind. ..
'That should nét be permit- -

. ted, Thé tssue that I have

raised is- very simple; that

any misunderstanding, any
. disagreement or any lack.

This is  one of the

. it became enacted
law’ *.#3)—P, 27
If the State Legislature
had acted in good faith, and
had spplied the much vaun-
ted democratic ~processes,

into

“‘and had not served special -

interests as it did, it would
-have submitted AVEK to a
‘vote of the meople and
would rot have arbitrarily
foisted this monstrosity
upon an unsuspecting popu-
lace, And, since AVEK was
created without the know-
ledge or vote ol the people,
it is utterly “repugnant” to
themn. Consequently, AVEK
- should be dissolved — if

not dissolved, then that por- ~
-—tion.- overlapping. ‘Lancast-___-

er's Water District No. 4
" should withdraw as well as

any other populated area

that has plenty of low cost
water, . .
The truth ‘of how utterly

“repugnant” AVEK is, was - -

proven several years ago
when AVEK put a $1,000,

- 000 Flood Control .Bond to..

a vote of the people which
was an attempt to get a
vote of confidence from the

community, AVEK spent &

barrel of money to prove
we, were all going to be
flooded wunless the ONE
_MILLION DOLLAR BOND
was approved — and AV-

1y defeated two to one by &
—-yote of the people,

the " State Department of
Highways already had ac

tive plans in the. “hopper"”
to construct.this Flood Con-.
frpl ditech along  the AV
Freewey ~— which # did—

out of gas tax money al-
ready paid. Go take s Jook
-t this ditch along the

-of equity that is Invelved T~
a matter of this kind should
- be rectitled. period!”*2)

‘2)«~P. 9192 .
Another Report stated,
“Witnesses at the Bakers.

field hearing reviewed the -

unusual circumstances un-
‘der which AVEK was creat-

- THE LOCAL' RESIDENTS
ahd through unusual legis.
Jative wction. Senator Wal-
ter ~Stiern,:-who- represents
the east Kern portion of the
agency -stated that the ACT

- ereating: AVEK #d not po

thmugh normal legislative
procedures. Senator Stiern
descrlbed what he called

the ‘bfzarre way ‘that ‘this
ounced around ‘before

Bl

To which Mr. Skelton re- |
plied, “I agree with you!” -

ed WITHOUT A VOTE OF °

—FPreeway-north-of -Avenue . !
" “I". The State also built a
lake on Avenuve “H" to trap
the

Hon power grab,
T In retrospect then, It
would seem that AVEK

(\ivanfed to win this .“sure. .
" fire” Bond election to estab- |
lish itself as.m Tespectable

. and legitimate entity In our

society, by taking credit for
""" the large flood- control sys.-
tem project constructed and

paid for by the Division of .

Highways, The -AVEK-Di-
- vectors: were folled while
the people were saved $1
‘millon in faxes.

To . document the above .
we again quote. from the
Assembly Interim Commit..
tee on Water, "The agency

¢ was thekp(rlmé spornsor of

EK's Bond issue was sound.

Later it was revealed that )

-~"Bosgd of Directors thereby

flood waters.  AVEK -
was 'thwarted in its $1 mil

EK...A Travest

a m‘illion dollar bond issue
designed to finance 8 nood
control  improvement dis-
trict. AVEK residents over-
“whelmingly voted to reject
this ., . (at the) Septem.

ber 22, '1964 speclal elec. -

tion—almost 70 per cent
_voted against the bond ls-
“suel3)—P, 31 .
* The SWAN-SONG of Mr.
Lunt; AVEK's former Di-
‘rector-Manager illustrates
the snow job that was done
when he said, “The measure
(Bond Issue) was support-
ed by most service orggni-

-zations and newspapers — ¢ Briggs said.*5)-P. 17. Ac

yet the fssue was soundly
defeated.” *4j—P. 11, Part

one. The bond issue failed
in every precinct, And we
must defeat it agaln--and
we can if we all go vote
“NO” February 16, 1971.

But,
quite certaln, AVEK is-a
boon to special Interests, -
especially to bond sales-
men,  land-speculators, con-

tractors, and a whole gen-

eration of water engineers,
. However, it is apparent
that not all of the land.

- speculators are “outsiders”

—some apparently are of &

Jocal vintage since certain

individuals rushed out and .
purchased land in the “But-
tes Area” west of Lancaster
when it became known that

" AVEK was planning to

spend some 12 to 15 million
tax dollars for a lake. Some

- owners of this land were

" even serving on the AVEK

areating @ definite “conflict
of interest” To those who
are guﬁty we say, “If the
shoe fits—weay it!” Per-
hapg_g_gmnd | jury investi-
.gation is "%4n order. And,
what's

to injury, the AVEK Direc-

. tors have .the audacity to

‘pay themselves 320 a.meet-
ing, three meetings 2
month for a total of $60 a
month, plus traveling ex-
penses, : -
. It should be further point-
- .ed out that an eminent geo-.

. logiat has stated, the plans.
-- which call for the construc-

tion of this lake we@t of
Lencaster s astride 'an ac -
"tive earthquake faulf —and
this could end in.tragedy it
the dikes should break —
it could flood the valley (if_
not indeed Lancaster) as it.
happened in Baldwin Hills
a few years ago when the.
dam gave way flooding the’
. homes below, [
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‘Companies, testitted that he f
!
4
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4, Indeed it was!—two to.
- jes comprising some several

one thing appears. .. At an Assembly Interim
~Committee on Water, Mr. -

. der questioning, “Now, with

" interest bonds placing a i

more to add insult

e&:}}& o

At one of the Legisla
ture’s Committee Hearings,
" Mr, Warner S, Briggs, (now
deceased) Secretary Man.
ager of El Dorado and West -
Side Park - Mutual Water

“did not agree that the Mu-
_tual - Water' Companies’
" service area would; benefit -
from continued inelusion i
AVEK becapge water levels
!n_ the companies’. wells ...
‘were, dropping only from
two 'to three feet s year"
. “we’ll be in good shape
for & Yong, long time,” Mr.

cordingly, through the wis-
dom and foresight of Mr.
Briggs, he_ succeedediihvex-v !
tluding his water compan-

a s A W m  we

[N

hundred acres from the
AVEK area while the rest.
‘of us are stuck with it

Lunt, AVEK’s former Ex-
ecutive Director Manager
--was asked “Who are these
people?” that is, who are
Dehind AVEK? He repHed,
“They are a resident Com-
mittee in Lancaster, repre-
senting the (Lancaster)
Chamber of. Commerce
Water Committee” #2)—- -
P.26.

Mr. Lunt also stated un.

w.‘ma;;_‘—th

the destruction of the
ground water basin . . ., the
banks were concerned
about the future of this
arex .. ."*)—P, 36 .
Pamnmeueauy, it woud ¢
seem then, that the Bank- . 1
ing System would Hke to ;
t

i‘f%‘“?“ﬂ‘uAtﬁj

3ell_“income tax free” high -

furthere indebtedness on
the poor, unsuspecﬁng, vie- d
“HTzéd property ewher, 1
To beiter understand the 4
importance of “Bonds” read ¢
article 'by this writer titled, ¢
THAT BOND SALESMAN t
IS AT IT AGAIN.
By way of contrast to the - b

\~«

above In an undated Bulle- * P
tin, the Lancaster Chamber b
of Commerce quoted from = ¥
.2 Report issued by Division 1€
Engineer James'T. Rostron %
~~-of the Los Angeles County - - '
Water Disirict No. 4 who ¥
sald, “Lancaster's Water v;

District No. 4 has a water - 3
system which Is capaBle of -y
meeting all demands Im. 4o
" powed upon it and the water —y,,
_supply s entirely adequate o

for many - years ‘to come. W
"The supply ts'obtained oo
" from deep wells drilled in-  pe

PWS 0132 0001 o
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At one of the Legxsla
ture’s Committee Hearings,
Mr.. Warner 8, Briggs, (now
deceased) Secretary Man-
ager of El Dorado and West
Side Park  Mutual Water
-Companies, testified that he
“did not agree that the Mu.
tual ~Water Companies’

" service area would benefit

from continued inclusion in
AVEK because water levels

- in  the companles’ wells

‘were dropping only from
two to three feet a year"

'we’ll be in good shape
for a long, long time,” Mr.
Briggs said.*5)—P. 17. Ac-
cordingly, through the wis.

dom and foresight of Mr._~FPORTED (AVEK) WATER -

_ Briggs, he succeeded ih ex.
cluding his water compan-
ies comprising some several
hundred acres from the
AVEK area. while the rest.
of us are stuck with it

At an Assembly Interim

Lunt, AVEK's former Ex-
ecutive Director Manager

-was asked “Who are these .__

pecple?” that is, who are
behind AVEK? He replied,
“They are a resident. Com-

‘mittee in Lancaster, repre-

senting the
Chamber of
Water
P. 26
Mr. Lunt also stated un.
der questioning, “Now, with
the destruction of the
. the
banks were concerned
about the future of this
ared . . ["*2)--P. 36
Farenthetically, it would
seem then, that the Bank-
ing System would Hke to
sell “income tax free” high
interest bonds placing a
furthere indebtedness on

(Lancaster)
Commerce

_the poor, unsuspecting, vic-

Committee” *2).— -

to & very large ground wa.
ter basin kmown as the Lan-

caster Basin. The rate of

decine of the water table
is approximateely six feet
per year, not an alarming

- rate since the sverage -

pumping level is about 200
_feet below ground while
most of our wells are

drilled to a depth in excess

of 600 feet, .

“In the Central Basin, -

particularly in the com-
munity of lancaster, we
can foresee no water short-
" age for many years to
comie, EVEN IF AN IM.

SUPPLY WAS NOT
"""" AVAILABLE TO THE- -
AREA."*6)

The Chamber Bulletin
concluded by stating, “From
the above statistics it may
be scen 'that we have a com-
fortable factor of safety in
the capability of the water
system to meet all demands

that may be placed upon

it”. *6

. Now it seems quite ob
vipus that certain Land
Speculators and large. land
developers 1n the outlying
areas whose land never did
have any water on it will

move heaven and earth and
the State Legislature to get

waten—-and if possible at
the expense of the taxpay-
“ers in _the Lancaster area
who have more water than
tax doliars.
" And—if something Isn’t
done soon, the residents of
Lancaster will have neither

"~ water nor money. Water is

already being piped out of
the Lancaster water basin-
in at least two instances.

. One thing no one can
deny, AVEK Directors have

- sessions , .

timized property owiier.

To better understand the
importance of “Bonds” read
article by this writer titled,
THAT BOND SALESMAN
IS AT IT AGAIN,

By way of contrast to the

above in an undated Bulle- *

tin, the Lancaster Chamber

¢! Commerce quoted from -

2 Report i{ssued by Division
Engineer James T. Rostron

~ of the Los Angeles County

Water District No. 4 who
sald, “Lancaster's Water
District No. 4 has a water
‘system which Is capafle of
meeting  all demands im-
posed upon it and the water
supply is entirely adequate
for many years’ “to come,
Tohe supply is'obtained
from deep wells drilled in-

.. iron states,

taxed us out of millions of
dollars which we are so
short of, and they have not
-given us one drop of water
to date.
However, if as Mr. Ros.
the average
puinping level is 200 feet
below ground,’ and the weus/
are 600 feet deep, th{s\sdlf
leaves us with 400 feet .of
water, which, belng divided
by six feet equala 66 years
of water supply providing
we don't let Land Speculat-
ors pump it out from under
us. And now the County.
Water . District has wells
1200 teét deep so we will
be able to pump water for -

a hundred . years or more. H[VS

By then, surely sea water
conversion will have. been
perfected for the City of

Los Angeles thus reieasing
the Owens River Water for
our use. In any event, by
then most of us now lving

will have crossed over the -

River Styx.

Moreover, the idea of sea
water conversion is not so
farfetched. In. 2 recent
news jtem we read, “A dual-
purpose nuelear-power wa-
ter desalting plant in the
Santa  BarbaraVentura
area of Californja has been
described as a distinet pos
sibﬂity '

“The Metropotitan Water

Distriet ‘of Southern Cali-,
fornia submitted a state.
ment expressing continued
interest in building “and
“testing 3 large desalting
project &t Bolsa Island by

the. mid-1970's."*7)

In the opinion of .this

- writer, if the AVEK Direc-

tors don’t understand these
very simple facts, 'it’s 'time
they come back to earth -
and become educated in the
realities of life,

"~ Foot Notes:

(1) Article IV, Sec. 2 of
the 1959 State Constitution
states in part; “All general
. shall continue
for 30 days; whereupon a
recess . ., must be taken

for 30 days. On reassemb- .
“ling of the Legisiature, no

1 am enclosing $

_ bill shall be introduced in
either house without the

. illegal on that score. More

‘~Commyittee " on  Water, —

" bly Intérim Commilttée on
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consent of three-fourths ot
the members thereof . .

The AVEK Bill was not m-
troduced within the Consti.
tutional Hmitation ‘as 10
time, and because the Con-
stitutional time Hmit had
expired It was not legally
admissible. And it was net
introduced by three-fourths
of either house making it

over, it could hardly -be .
called an  amendment be
‘ cause it was in fact an en-
tirely new’ Bill as long.or . b
longer than the Bill it was = 1
tied to. '
(2)  Assembly Interim

November 14, 1962.

(3) Assembly Committee
on Water, January 1065, .
Vol. 26, No. 14,

{4) AVEK Report on Water
‘Importation- and Resources |
Development. — Decemher .
1965,

(5) A Repon,of the Assem.

e

Water, — Vol. 26, No. €
December 1962, .

(6) The Rostron Report
dated May, 1964, -

(1 Los Angeles Hersld
Examiner, Saturday, April
26, 1969. — P. A3,

Written by John N. England

in"the battle to STOP the AVEK $49 Million
Bond. | have plenty of water and my faxes are

to help -
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