
.Trend home. Th. 'Lathrops are the first hom. own.r••....... ; . 	 lout success. ' 


• 
. The theory ot "one mlU'l, another legislative actian-' . H became enacted into a million' dollar bond isSue At one of the '. Leglsla. 
one vole" is supposed to and I think tJrls slmply...:..is law..•. -a)-po 27 designed to finance a fl~ ture's Commlitee Hearings, 
give everyone a right to the story of 'this kind of It the State Legislature control Improvement dli· Mr..Warner S. B11ggs. (now 
vote on issues pertaining to miscarriage of legislative had acted In good faith, and trlct. A VEK residents over· deceased) Secretary Man· 
his general wei far e, es· proo!dure . and never again had 1I'ppl:red the much Vaun· 'whelmingly votoo to reject ager of El Dorado and West . j 
peeialJy taltt'S. But, some will ~ agree as a member ted democratic processes, this. '•. (at the) Septem· Side Park· Mutual' Water 
legislation t his so-called of a committee, to accept and had not served special ber 22,' 1964 special elec· Companies, ~stl.tlecfthat he .. 1 

representative government an alll'P.ndnrent this blg- interests as It did, it would ti0n-4lmost 70' per cent "did not agree that the Mu· . I 
dishes up to us every once which was .an agency in it· -have submitted A VEK to • voted against the bond Is·' t u a I . Water· . COmpanies' . J 
·in a while, . even by our 'self...·2}-P. 41 vote ot the people and lSue...·a)-P. '31 . service area would-benefit - 
State Legislature, bendits At this same ' Assembly would:not nave arbitrarily • The SW AN.SONG of Mr. .from continued inclusion In -, I 

only special interCS't.1i to the Hearing, Mr. Skelton, AV. loist'ed this mOTlS'lroslty Lunt, AVEK's former Di. AVEK bec~ we.ter levels 
detriment ot the' people EK's President stated "At· upon an unsuspecting poi>u· rector.Manager Ulu5'tTa1es tn. the companies'. wells 
which It is supposed to rep- ter SOl'T\'C ot the statements iace. And, since AVEK was the 1mf1W job that was done :were.. dropptng only !rom 
l'e9<'.nl. made here ••• It made me created .without the know- when he said, "The measure two to three teet a year" 

A glaring example of this, reel that maybe I'd better ledge or vote of t'hepeople, (Bond IS!IUe) was support- ••• "we'll be In good shape 
that I~, a ease in Point Is 'take Inventory, 1.'IlIlt we're 1t Is utterly "repugnant" tOed tiy most servJ.ceorgl1.nt. for II long, long time," Mr. 

· the Amelope Valley East ~I~ot II. bunch. of bad th1ffln. Consequently, AVEK zations and newspapers _ " Briggs_d.·S)-P. 17. Ac· 
· Kern Water DiS'lrict, better ooys. I'm one ot the seven should be . dissOlved - it yet the issue was soundly cordingly, through the wis· ,; 

known as AVEK. directors .that was appoint· not dissolved, fh~ that por·· de~ted.~· .'4)-P. 11. Part dom and lorestJbt-ot Mr. 
AVEK was crea'ted by the '-'~ed byc'COVefnQr - Brown.." . -.tlon.oym-lapping..Lflncas'l· ...: 4. Indeed it was!-two to ___ BrIggs. be_succeeded_III ex- _ 

State- LegIslature In the las'l ·2)-P..90 To which As- er's Witter District No. 4 one. The bond issue failed eluding his water comPan. 
• few 	days of the 1959 legis' se-mblyman 'Lanterman re- should'withdraw as well as In every precinct. And we les comprilPlng some several 

lative session In a climate plie-d:' any other popula-red area· must defeat it lllga:in-.and hundred aeres from the 
or broken promises and ''The question tha't I that .has pkmty o! low cost we- can it we an go vote AVEK area whl~ the rest. 
polItical shenanigans with· have raised about this at all water. ., "NO" February 1'6,' 1971. ·.of us are \Stuck with It. ' 
out approval of 'lheleglsJa" times was the manner In "The trut~'Of how utteriy But. one. thing appean-:"""'" At anAssembIY..lnterlm~_l 
'\'ice counsel, without proper whiclJ. this (AVEK) was in. repugnant A VEK Is, was quite certain, A VEK 4s a Commit~ on Water. Mr. ~ 
!'eadi n g s, or committee traduced at the last m~nute· proven several years ago boon to special interests, Lunt, A VEK's former Ex· 

--._hearings. ..... .. in thtl. dosing days of the when AVEK put a $1,000,· especlaliy to bond sales. ecutlve Director Manager I 

The AVEK Bill was hur· session. We shouldnit 'have 000 Flood Control .Bond to'-men . land.speculators con.··· was asked "Who are these ~~ 
· rie<lly passed by an unin· major legislation of the a vote ot the people which tractors. and a whol~ gen. people?" that is. who are I 
,:formed State Legislature klnd 'that crente-d AVEK was an attempt to get a eratlon of water engineers": betrind AVEK? He,repHed, 
: which act must forever be brought before u.<! without vote:o! confidence from the "They are a resIdent Com. 

. 'age ." 	 community. AVEK a-nt. a However, it Is appannt
'-edJudged as a mlscarn the oppOrtunity f(1l' every· ba 1 • r- that not all of the land. mittee in Lflneuter, repre· 

-: of legislative procedure, orie lnvmved to have'll. hear. rre (lL money 10 prove speculators aTe ..outsiders" sentlng the (Lancaster) 
'AVEK is an ,unlimit~d ing before ~hl"ir Legisla. we. were all going to be . Chamber 01· Commerce 

: taxing agency - a mahg· ture. This '5, o~ At the' :tJooded unleSs the ONE -oome apparently are of a Wate C 'mitt ,'. 
• 	 • ..~ v "'ILLION TV'>oT T AR BOND local vintage since certain rom. ee. 2)
:nan'l' tax. eating, cancerous basic Issues that I- have.- AU .LJVUUft P 26 

: bureaucracy -wifh .many made lliJl along _. that. this -was approved -.:. and AV· lpundi~~~~al;UdS~edn th'ou~'B'II.ntd . 'Mr, Lunt also ata'ted un. 


• rt~l- which are 	 EK's Bond issue was sound- ,'\,;",."e", an e u • .1
• taxing\en"~ ~~ . was put In as an amend· ., .. tes Area" west ot 1...Imal8ter der questlonlne:. "Now, with -, 
: constantly reaching imo the ment on 9. Senate Bill with. 1y de~ted two to one by a, the des tr u e tJ 0 n ot the 
: taxpayers'pocket, tor more ... ~' I Th----vdteo! the people when It became known that . f 
: money. It 'bas tlle power 'to .~ut , ;~n:;;r n~t ceo e~. La!rer ~t was re~ed that A VEK was plannmg to· -groundwater bIIIs1n ••• the 

ce 
..: tax without the consent (l'f ~~ ,)1 e ired o.,!l'~Seknl· the' State Department of spend some 12 to 15 minion banks were concerned \ 

..""mS requ , lVU'. e '. 	 I\lix dollars lOr a lake Some lllbout the f u t u r e of tnls t 
-: approval 'Of the wter, an<L_ . ton '00 alert people relating. Highways already had ae- . ' .. ... 

• . th ........"e- 0' a . ' . .' tl·... plu- In -. "'-"""'r'" owners ot thIS llU'Id were arel . •. 2)--1'. 36

• haVIng e P"~' ~ to tbelr right to be heard on .'" ~~~U'" U"t'Y" ' ev n servin'g on the A VEK Parent1leticaUy it would (L 

: city" it need, not give a fl··. am.amendmem Of tlrls klnd. to constructttlls Flood Con·, "'_~_ . . .' .' . I 
~ na:ncial' statement to the That should nOt be perinit. {'!'PI ditch along. the AV . BOIifd o! Directors ,:therebY .-m then. that tfIe Bank· \ 
~ peop)e for money it spends: ted "l.'m:l IiSsti that I h . Freewey '- whieh 1t did- creafulg a definite conflict ing System would B.k.e 10. • 
: Inasmuch as the legal . ral~ed !os ve;slmple;t~=' out oi gas tax money al· of interest." To th~.who 8eU."ineome tax ttee~hlgh t 
~ time limit of the 1959 legis· any misunderstanding, any l'eady 'Paid. Go take a look aregu1lty we say, .!of the Interest bonds placing a 11 

...uatiV.L~sslc>Il_~~~~~~_~<l!S:I!g~ment Or' any lack _t this ditch mong the. moe fit_weal,' it. Per· furthere mdebtedness on 
. ~ when. .a.ny "new legislation .ot equity that isInvolved in ·F.reewa~north-O'-A.venue~l!a})ll_a~~~.jl.lry i~vest!·~~.ttIe p?o!,._.~~~. vic· <l 
• could legally' be' 'Placed in a matter ot ttlls kind should "I", The State also built a .i.,8.tlon 1~ in oraer. And, tlmTzed property owner.' t. 
~ the "legislative '/l0pper" As- be rectltled, period!"-2) lake on Avenue "H"to trap what's more to add Insult To better .understand the d 
• semblyman Allen Miller T . whichMr Skelton re- :the .llood waters. A VEK to i:njury, the A VEK ?Irec. importa~ of "Bonds" read S 

~ gubverted and abridged the. Plie~ "I ag~' with you '''. was thwl\rted in its $1. mil· . tors have. the audacity to article 'by this writer tltled, g 
~ State Constitution ·1) when. .2)'-:P. 91.92 . Mon powir grab. pay themselves $20 a· meet· THA:r BOND SALES~AN t. 
:: he tied an amendment to In retrospect,. then, It lng, tn r e e meetings a IS AT IT AGAIN. 

. 'Anoif.her Report smted, . 	 th f t tal f $60
::Senate Bill No. 1068 there· ''Witnesses at the Bakers. [1would seem that AVEK mon or a 0'0 a By way of cOntrast to the '&,tJ 
::bycreating AVEK w'ithout -_~nted 10 win this "sure- month, plus traveling ex- above In an undated'liuUe- • P 
:: the general knowledge or, ~I~!:!u:ta:;u:~= ~~ .nre" Bond election to estab-' penses. . tin; the Lancastfr Chamber . b 
;: ttl... · right of the people to der wkiCh A VEK was creat. lIsh itself as, a respectable .It should be further point· <if Commerce quotedtrom" a: 
:: voice any opposition. Three ed WITHOUT A VOTE OF an~ leglrtmate entity In our .ed out that an eminent geo-., a Report Issued by Division If 
:= years later, AssemblymlU'l ... THE LOCAVRESIDENTS_ .. SOClety,by taking credtt for . loglst bas stated, the lI,lans. Engineer James·T.· Rostron \'\ 
.: Lanterman referred to thIs and 'through UrNwal le""s. ~the large !1oodcontrolsys. "- which ean for.the construe- ..... l·the Los A "le!I Co nt .. h: 
:: act all' the. "CABOOSE .,. tern project cons'lructed and tlon of thts lake ~ of 0 nge. u y OJ 
:; LAW .... 2)...:...1)-1:_. .' . lative action., Semt(l'f Wal· paid for by the Dlvtslon·of. ,Lflncalter ts astride :an ac-' Water District No. 4 who w 
::: Mr. Lanterman'also' stat· ter'Stlern,·wh6·represents Highways. The·AVEK..J)I. tI~-earthquake fault _lid IIIlid, "Lancaste-r's Water 01 

the east Kemportion of the 	 hi Id d I f D\mict No.4 has a water; ed, "The seUlduggery which agency.Stated that the Am . rectors ~1't!f9I1ed while t S cou .en n,tragedy I . . whi h I W f u, 

':;appeal'S' Il\ tltls· ·thing Is creatlng.,AVEK did not go the 'people were . saved $1 the dikes sh6uld break - s)'Stem c ~ capa. eo .VI 

~ that somebody 'got to the· through~ normal le ....latlve mllUonin taxes. . It could flood the valley (It., meetblr. all demands 1m· 1~ 

"GovernOr's Otflce •.. So 5'" To. docUment too above not Indeed Lanca!ltt!r) as it, '.' ~ upon It and tM water -'Ix 

~ n~ they are Ituck.clear up proCedures. Senator Sdt-rn we again quote, from the 'happened In Baldwin Htlls Il'Upply Is entlnly adequate III 


J to'.~r eyeballs and can't descrl~ wtlat he called AssemNy Interim Commit.. a few years ago when the· .tor many ·yal'S·to (Orne. B: 

::~out of here unleu we the 'bIzarre waythatth1s' tee on Water, 'TIle agency. dam gave way rtoodtnr the' WTbe supply',is'obtalned' «J 


~,blut them out agllin with 'BIl1.1SOunced around 'befo~e' . was the prim!! spOnsor of 110rnes below. from deep wells drlU~ Iii· Jlf 


~---.~ ...---.--------~~-~- -_............... . 
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lout success. m " 

ravesty of Justice 
issue At une of. the Legis!a· to a very large ground wa· Los Angeles thus releasing 
flood ture's Committee Hearings, tel' basin known as the Lan· the Owens River Water for 

dis· Mr..Warner S. Briggs, (now caster BasIn. The rate of· our use. In any event, by 
over· deceased) Secretary Man· decMne 01. the water table then most at WI now living 
~ject agel' of El Dorado and West Is approximateely six teet will have Cr'oS'SIed over the 
,tern· Side Park Mutual Water per year, not an alarming River Styx. 
elec· Companies, t'!!stltJedthat he . rate since 1:'he average Moreoyer, the Idea ot sea 
cent "did not agree that the Mu· pumping level Is about 200 water conversion is not so 
1 is·' t u a I . Water . Companies' . teet below ground while fa'l'·ietched. In. a .recent 

service alfea would !benefit most ot our wells are news item we :read, "A dual· 
Mr. from continued inclusion in drilled to II depth an excess. pu!'lp0ge nuclear·power wa· 
Di· A VEK because wa~r levels of 600 feet. • . • tel' desalting plam in the 

·ates tn . the companies' wells "In the Central Basin. S II n t a .Barbara·Ventura 
lone ·were droppIng only from paTticut8.rly in ttte corn. area ot California has been 
,ure¢wo to' three feet a year" descr.lbedas a. distinct pos· munlty of Lancaster. we . 
)ort· ... "we'll be In good shape can foresee no water short. slbllitJl.· , 
,ani· for a tong, ~ong time:' Mr. ''The Metropolitan Water 

Briggs sa!ld.•S}-P. 17. Ac. age .101' many years to i.......· 
come, EVEN IF AN 1M. 0 ~ ..nct of Southern Call·, 

ldly cordingIy, through the wis· PORTED (AVEK) WATER tonda submitted a state. 
'art darn and foresight of Mr.-" ment expressing comlnued 
, to ~ _ Briggs, he succeeded Ih ex. .SUP PLY WAS NOT interest In buUcHn •and 
'IAd eluding his water comp··an. A V A I LAB L E TO THE~ - -t -t·f· .. .-c-·1 ···d g 

;1 "" AREA "-6} es ng a arge esatting 
we !es comprising some several' project at Bolsa IfIland by 

and tlUndred acres :from the The Chamber Bul1etin the. mid.1970's .... 7) 
vote A VEK area. whil<e the rest. concluded by stating, "From In the opinion of. this 

of us are stuck with It. '!'.he above statistics it may writer, It 'the AVEK Dlrec. 
At an Assembly Interim be SJCen 'that we have a corn· to'l'S don't understand these 

's a Committee on Water, Mr. fortable factor or safety in very simple Iacts,'1t's'tlme 
'sts, Lunt, A VEK's former Ex· 'the capability of 1he water they come back to eart·h 
Jes. ecutive Director Manager system to meet all demands and become educated in the 
:on.was asked "Who are these that may be. pla<:ed upon realities 01 HIe. 
:en. people?" that is. who are It".·6 Foot Notes: 

behi·nd AVEK? Hereplted, Now It seems quite ob (l) Article IV, Sec. 2 ot 
.en! "They are a resident. Com. vious that certain Land the 1959 Staie Constltution 
,nd. mit tee lh Lancaster, repre. SpeculatO'l'S and taTge. land states In part: "All general 
'fS" senting the (Lancaster) developers in the outlying . sessions ... S'hall continue 

Chamber of Commerce areas w~l·land·never did for 30 days: Where~pon II 

Water Committee:' .2} have any water on it will recess... must be taken 
P. 26 move heaven and earrb and for 30 days. On l'!Mlssemb ' 

,1 a 
aln 
,md
lut. Mr.. Lunt also stated un. the State L!gls'lature to get . ling of the Legisl&t).ll'e, no 

. ...:. 
bll\ shall be In'troduced In 
either house without the . 
consent of three-fourtha of 
the members thereat. • ..' 
The AVEK Bill was not Sn· 
troduced within the Constl· 
tutional limitatton·.. to 
time. and because thi! Con· 
stltutlonal time Dmlt had 
expired it was not legally 
admlsslbJe. And It was not 
1ntroduced by three-fourths 
of either house making it 
illegal on that ecore. More
over, Ueould, hardly be 
cal)ed an amendment be .. 
cause Jf was fn fact an en· 
tlrely' new' Bill as 1oni' ~ or . 
longer than the mil 'It wu ' 
tied to. 

(2) Anembly Interim 
- Comllltffi!'e . on· Water. _ 

November 14, 1962. 
(3) Assembly Committee 

on Water, January 1965,.1 
Vol. 26, No. 14. . ' 
(4)' A VEK Report on Water 
Ifnportation' and Resoul't'el' 
Development. - DeCember 
1965. . 
/S) A Report,of the Auinn. 

.. bly Interim- Corrimlthieon 
Water. - Vat. 26, No.6, 
December 1962, 

(6) The Rostron Report 
dated May, 1964, . 

C7>Los Angeles HeraJd 
Examiner, Saturday, April 
26, 1969. - P. A.a. 
Written by John N. England 

;reI' del' questioning, "Now, with watel1-and It possible at 
hat the destruction o!the the expense ot the taxpay· 

10 ground witter basin •.. the . ers in the' Lancast:er area 
••••••••••••••••••• ••••• THIS.AD PAID FOR BY:

ion banks were con cern e d Who have more water than 

,me about the tuture of this tax dollars. • STOP COMMITTEE 
ere area: .. :'·2)-P. 36 . And-if something Isn't • 

•• 
II8K Parenthetically, it would done soon, the residents o[ • 

~by .~ then; that the Bank: Lancaster will have neitheT • 
lict jng System would like to water nor money. Water Is • 
1'110 sell '~ltl'COme tax free'~ high. already being piped out ot 

tbe Lancaster water basin· • 
the interest bonds placing a in at least two instances, 
~:: Indebtedness on One thing no 

nd. 
;ult 
''eC' 

to 
~t· 

a 
f) a 
ex· 

into 
:eo·. 
"ns. 
'Ilc· 

of 
ac· 
ind 
rtf. 

(If 
, It. 
;ills 
the· 
the' 

To better ,understand the 
Importance ot· "Bonds" read 
article 'by this writer titled, 
THAT BOND SALESMAN 
IS AT IT AGAIN. .' 

we are so 
short of, and they have not 

. given us one drop of water 
to date. 

HO'Wl!ver. if as Mr. Ros· 
By way of contrast to the ,.Iron states, the average 

above 1n an undated . '13ulle· ..... pumpirig level. is 200 feet 
tln; the Lancamr Chamber bclow ground;and the wells! 
(it Commerce quoted . from are 600 feet d¥p, this"still 
a Report Issued by Division leaves us with 400 feet ·of 
Engineer James·T. Rostron water. which, being divided 
of the Los Angeles County by six feet equals 66 years 
Water District No.4 who of wat~ supply providing 
said. "Lancaster's Water w(' don t let Land Speculat. 
District No. 4 has a wat ors pump it out frolP under 

. . ,_ er us. And now the County. 
system which Is capa~l.I' of Water. District has wells 
~g all demands 1m· 1200 . feet deep so'we will 
posed upon It and the ~ater be able to pump water for' 
IJUpply Is entirely adequate 11 hundred. ~rs or more. 

~ fo'l' many ~rs·· to ¢Orne. By then, surely sea water 
The supply .fs' 0 b t a I ned conversion win have. been 
from decp wclls driUe~ Ih· perfected for the City of 

••••••• 

•••• 

........ ~ ......... ' ., .... 
, am enc'osiilC) $ ....... -.....~.............. : ... to _., ''Ii: 

In the bottle-to STOP th.AVEK $49 MIIIioa .: 
~:, 

Name.............._....c:..:.. ~,., ............ : ..,.._.............t ....__ · 

PLEASE ~JtINT 
~. 

Addrfls.~ ......._, .................................. _ ............. ; .... .. 
I 

Town···:···....·..·..·· .. ·......··..·........:·......i ···..·..·.· ..·....·:·.• 
j 

!'LEAS! MAKI CHEcn' TO: 

.. 

•... 
.: 
•.'Ii; 
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