retween fhe fwo larger buildings.

“jquesitea Dy uie ruc s

n‘; ﬂlghf est cenfer equupped ‘withi a sophlshcaied ‘complex -
suters and data acquasxhon équipment to record the TriStar's
g flight test program. Paint hangar for the wnde bodied Tri- .

ment.

ministration contmues to wor
closely with the community g

AVEK Citizens for Wuier |
And Jobs Pushes for Votes

o A quarter-century-of-effort

State Water-Project._Then-in

1062 the-Antels

to—meet—the—water—needs—of
the Antelope Valley-fast Kern
arca maches a cliniax on Feb.
16 when voters go to the polls

to decide whether the Ante-

Agency - will he -authorized . to
sell bonds to finance a system
to distribute State Project wa-

ter.

As ecarly as World War 1T

|days, . it ‘was recognized. that

the groundwater resources of

+ | Antelope Valley-East Kern

were inadequate to support in-
definitely the growth destined
for this region. More water

Jwas being pumped out of the
“l'ground than nature was put

fope Valley-East Kern Water|

Kern Water Agency (AVEK)
signed a- contract for water
service from the State Proj-
‘eet.

Shortly after AVEK “signed
up . for. State_ Project . water,
other regions of the state con.
tracted for alf"the water avail-
able from the huge state sys-
tem, Had. AVEK delayed in
takmg this actzon this area
would hdve been' “high and
dry”--in the most literal sense
—Within a few months.

In the intervening )ears
AVEK has studied local wa-
ter needs and. analyzed prob-
able trends of the future in

“|ting back. This caused a con-
.|stant - decline in the ground-

water level, a decline that has
‘beenl gaining speed in—recent
years,

_In the early 1950°s, the

cal watei deficiency gained
~new..momentam - when . the .
State Water. Project became

oo - ancissuesbefore: the: Califor--|

niz . Legislature.. Antolone
Valley ‘people were promin-

ent in the state-wide drive
to gmain legislative approyal
of ‘the State Water Project.
“At about the 'same time that
the State Project emerged

in 1959, a large body of An-
telope Valley-East Kern citi-
zens -were holding  countless
meetings to reach agreement
on some kind of local govern-
mental agency that could gdin
the maximum benefit from

“|this promised, water supply.

. |'The result-was ct}atmn of the
:ed  |Antelope Valley-East 'Kern
in_ |Water Agencv
ew A’ year Yqter, ‘2 Amelope val-
T" Hey—voters-\gave - xec;oundm?
3n support 16 the State Water
-« JBond  Act; which offacxall
oo laun(hed mnbtrucl\(m of the

“movement” to solve the lo- |

-resentatives  of business,
bor unions,
~Hrom-the-legislative chambers, |

order to deyise the most ef.
ficient system for local distri-
bution of State Project water.,
‘The-result -of this- exhaustive
stuydy will ‘go before voters
on February 16. '

A large’ citizens’ commlttee
has ‘organized to seek approv-
al of the AVEK project- pro-
posal at next month's elec.
tion:- -Headed__by._Lancaster
businessman Charles W. Tay-
Jor, the group is known. as
"AVF‘I\ Citizens  for. Water
and _Johs". Included in g
leadership are prominent rep-
la-
1hc prolessions
and nearly every maxm inter-
est group within' AVEK.

Taylor says his organiza-
tion has reviewed the water -

copditions here and the pro.’

posed AVEK solution. He
says the fnllowmg conclu.
sions. have been reached:

—We ‘must have more wa.
ter to keep the area ‘from
stagnating cconomically,

- —If “our economy cannot
grow, at a reasondble ratr ke
‘cause—of-continued-ldck of wa-
ter, we will find ourseclves ex.
isting in a staté of perenhial

ployment
-—If we continte to over
pump our ‘groundwater basi
home ‘water bills Will keep goa-.
ing up. On. the other hand,. ,

The Fire Dopaxtment a% .

: 3 ! e
e

supplemental water— mrougm_,’», 4 =8

k3
Vst e

.éf.;léf',":‘ i

-

e ieiope V&Hevaaﬂt ) . system wi S azx

1ze water Costs.

' -+W1th the AVEK system im
operafion, we will be assure(
of good guality water. Conting,
ued overdrafting of tRE
‘groundwater— supph* wm a!re

quality water, d ..
» —Building the AVER w'w
ter system to per mit ec onomu,.
growth will resmit in lowc)f
taxes and lower
for the homeowner than would
be the case without tho A\’m
system, -
Commenting on tlw eco
nomi¢ improvement that s

most certainly lead to pourm -

water hxljx ’

.

expected ag a resulf of thrz
AVEK pfoject, Taylor savv
“The majority of us whih
are..concerned..abouyt- the fu;?
ture of this area and its nor®
‘ple don’'t have to be remmdw

‘whb have is unpredictable o~
plovment. We have what mtﬁg’
be cilled a single-industry ees
onomy. We need to aygm
this basic industry. with more

improve the ‘*feast-or-famine®
job situation that has
t\pwal of - this area fg,; Sa.
lom: "

Taylor goes,on to warn th}m

new industry and improve oud

vide'a dependable water sulf?

won't invest millions .
dollars in jobcreating planiP
in -areas with an uncertam.
water supply.

If the AVEK project:
built,  according to _Paylor,
has been calculated that AXG

ed that “the greatest nrobleme

diversified industries that Wik

lmm.

we can't hope to atiract ﬂﬁ” "
job situation if we don’'t pras. -

ply through the AVEK waters
|project. He claims that firm

i

telope “Valley-East Kern wit
gain 149,000 man-years of ety
ployment in the mext nine .

il
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