f according to AVEK president
: Al E. Skelton. ,
- ¢’ However, Skelton doesn't
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* Future Steps Under

e

Further steps to meet Jocal
water needs g&re being re
viewed by the Antelope Val-

. ley-East Kern Water Agency,

see any reason for major
' changes in the plan.which
. recently gained majority ap
‘Q proval by vaters, bul fell short
. of the required two-thirds en-
dorsement, .
Skelton  said that inten.
" sive study of other ways to
‘meet the ared's water short-
age  would -“plow. eld
ground” because all con-
ceivable alternatives were
considered  hefore adoption
* of the éxisting plan to bring
in water from the Slate
Water Project, :

e

evidence that wauld change
its conviction that the pres-

way. to solve our critical water
needs,” Skeiton said.

Commenting on the failure
of the AVEK water project
bond issue to win two-thirds
approval at the polls, Skel-
ton said it was obvious that
many voters were honestly
confused. He noted that thelr
confusion was aggravated by
distdrtions from a group of
perennial opponents.

Skelton said this confus-
fan  centered around the
need for water and the role
of AVEK in mecting this
need.

“Those who have the barest
knowledge of our water situa-
tion find it hard to believe
that large numbers of voters
would doubt the fact

we're running out of ground-
water”, Skelton said, “but it
becomes more plausible when
we stop to think that few
people have any direct aware-
ness of the seriousness of our
groundwater overdraft. This
lack of awareness was ex.

ploited by opponents through} -

use of spuriocus data.”

Skelton explained that op-]

ponents *doctored” well rec
the Los Angeles

to create the impression that

groundwaler - levels are de-

clining  slowly. When this

same data is examined In its

entirety, he sald, 1t proves

that the water table is drop-
v nearly seven feet a year In the
heavily-populated  Lancaster
area.

voters had no clear under
standing of AVEK’s “whole.
sale” function in  providing
EK plan,

“This claim hag been dis.
supplemental water, nor did
they wunder the partnership
relations between their refail

“The AVEK board has noj

ently-adopted plan is the best|

that] -

water supplier and AVEK. He
said this helps explain why
many - voters . accepted the
claim that some other entity,
such as the Los Angeles Coun-
1y Waterworks Districts, could
provide supplemental water at
less cost than under the AV.
credited by the Waterworks
Districts,” sald Skelton.
“They have repesiedly stat-
ed that they leck to AVEK
to provide the necessary

‘Study By AVEK _

supplemental yater. One of
the principal " reasons for
that position-by the County’
is the ‘fact that their own
investigation shows that
the AVEK plan will provide
the least expensive solution
to the water nceds of thelr
customers.” - ' .
Skelton said  the AVEK
board will confer with local
water companies and distriets

that -have contracted to buy

State Project water before
reaching any decisions’ about
what to do next. He pointed
out that  these .retall water
purveyors consider AVEK to
be their collective instrument
for solving their indlvidual
water, problems. . P
“Without AVEK, these
water systems would find It
financlally - . difficult, if not
Impossible, to make use ‘of
State ‘Project water," Skelton
explained. *“None:' of them
would agree with the .claim

is unnecessary. 1f that claim
were true, AVEK would not
have water service contracts
with local gystems -serving
water to more than, 80 per
cent of our people” x .
Skelton  said the. AVEK
board of - directors remains
committed to a-/plan which
can serve the entire Agency,
He sald any “plece-meal” sl
ternptives, such as were hint-
ed at by water profect oppon-
ents, "would not only fail to
solve the widespread water
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4 BIG SALEDAYS

‘While supply
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Rolled form frame’
construction. Extruded
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. ROSARITA BEACH

Rosarita
‘Beach

Pebbles

mixed browns.

'PEBBLES
50 LB. BAG

Beautiful black colorin:
two sizes. Plus natural

hundreds of uses in
decorating your home,

Come see and you'll buy

-some at this low, low, price,

They have

Choose from a large |

selection of hondy

- household gadgets such
as an egg beater, drip
dry clothes line, knife
sharpener, frivet, meot
thermostater, diet scale
ond many more.
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Supreme is the nome and supreme T
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State Project water before
reaching any decisions’ about
what to do next. He pointed
out; that these -retail water
puweyors consider AVEK to
be their collective instrument
for solving their individual
water, problems .
“Without AVEK, these
water systems would find it
financially . difficult, if not
impossible, to make use of
State -Project water,”. Skelton
explained. " “Neone - of them
would agree with the claim

is upnecessary. 1f that claim
were true, AVEK would not
have water service contracts
with local systems serving
cent of our people.” °
Skelton said the AVEK
board of directors remains
committed to a . plan which
can serve the entire Agency.
He said any ‘“plece-meal” =zl
ternatives, such as were hint-
ed at by water projfect oppon-
ents, would not only fail to
solve the. widespread water
problems here, but would also

water to more than 90 per| *

) j,g“v«f ;“Q/ . /j .S - "THURSDAY, MARCH
end up costing water users a|ments we must make for our| HELP BUF
great deal ‘more than ‘the|capacity’ in the State Project, ANTELOF
comprehensive AVEK solution it iz easy to see how each
“m;: cost, month. of delay in‘building a; - VALLEY

system to use State Project
water adds thousands of- dol-
lars to™ our ultimate water
costs.”

" iSkelton " announced that
AVEK will not fake any
hasty actions, but he warmn-
ed that delay in meeting
water needs will be expen-
sive,
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that AVEK's prcposed system

“Every day that we con- EVY > TUITION s
tinye to over-pump our dwind- |l - CH “GA . Smt Any Tee
ling groundwater basin gdds $8.00 Per Day 8¢ P-r Mllo
to our long-term water costs,” NATIONAL CAR RENTAL BI% !’WAR SCHC
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Coleman double mantle:
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