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AVEK listens for th·e,--·--·I 

voice of the people 
The nagging question, "Whither AVEK?" still 

persists. 
After twice failing to obtain the necessary two

. third~. majority necessary to pass bonds for its pro
posed water s~'stem, ~he Antel?~e Valley.E~t Kern 
Water Agl'ncy is askmg for citizen-suggestIons on 
how it can be~t meet the future water needs of the 
Greater Al1telo~ VaHey, The first in a series'of hear
ings wiII be held Jan. 23, 

This nagging water dilemma is undoubtedly ..the 
biggest problem facing the ~ntelope Valley.;, . 

In the first bond electIOn for S49mIlhon,...."m 
February, 1971, the affirmative vote was about;1-.l)l 
per cent. In last November's election, for: a $69 million 
bond i!"sue, the ,affirnt!e.tive vote was about 54 per cent. 

This would seem to indicate that more and more 
Vt:!.Jley residents are becoming aware of the truly 
cn1ical need to bring supplemental waleI' into local 
water systems. 

The arguments have been' poundetl into .the 
"round over and' over. It can be - and has been 
factuallv documented that the \Vatel' table is dropping 
at an alarming rate - about 7 feet per year, 

The fact that thj~ causes greater pumping costs 
is not debateable, 

When' wells go out of prouuction because of the 
wate!' table drop, rcplaccment wells cost tens of thou
sands of dollarH. 

In the meantimc, taxpaycrs of the Antelope Val
ley-East Kern Water Agency arc paying approxi
mately $2 million pel' year for our f'.harc of the water 
entitlement in the aqueduct that flows through our 
Valley, 

It is a U'ue example of watcl' going down the 
drain, because, although we must pay for it, we can
llot use it or get any benefit from it. 

Clearly, something must be done. 
The J\VEK board has wrestled with the problem 

long and hard and has arrived at logical solution!" that 
\\'ould solve the problem at the least possible cost to 
the ta.xpayers - but something less than two-thirdS! 
of the taxpayers have been convinced. -:': 

AVEK is spccifically asking for citizens' *pinions 
and suggef'.tions so that this agonizing dilemma can 
be solved. The agency hopes to explOl'e every idea 
which ma~' provide' a solution, cV('tl if that Holution 
is less than ])('rf('ct. 

EVC'I)' thinking- ritizrll in AnlrlopC' Valley is ('n
courag-pd to bring- forth his !;ug-gl'~tions. In or(\el' that 
those ideas can bc documcnted alld cau be ('xamilwd, 

'. 	the agcllCY i~ ::IRking- those lllaking- presentationR to 
prC'senl 20 wrillm copirs. 

(No Ol1e, however, will b(' d('nied the right to mue 
commC'ntl'. jURt bf'eatlsC' he 01' she does not have [fie 
matC'rial "rad\, in wl'ittm form.) 

A VEK i'l IistC'ning- intl'ntl\' for th!' voice of the 
people ... 1)0, let the prop\e s6cak on Jan. 23, 

\"ALF·fA~T TII"I 


nuw pay ..)lJ Vl'l' U-'lll 01 lllUl't' 

of their property tax('s to 

surport a giant with an in· 
satiable appetite " . the ('du· 
cational system. 

This sad and tragic state 

oC affairs has come about 
bceausc, somewh('I'C a Ion g 
the line. tht people accepted 
tJletheOl'Y that schools arc 

.
really meant to effect socml 

• > 

change rathcT than to edu· 
cate, teachers must be free 
to do "their own thing" even 
if that "thiJlg" is to Indoc· 
trinate rather than teach, and 

that we mtist not discipline' 
th{' ehlldren 'in our schools 
or we might damage their 
.spirits. 

And so a di~asterous ex
perfm{'nt continues because 
there never seems to be three 
peopll' on a school board at 
one time who are willing to 
call a halt to 1his bad joke 
ar1t1 return education to b('ne
iit the children at the lwst 
cost to the ta~ayprs. 

,\Ve desperately need u('dj· 
rated individuals who will 
run fOI' thl's!) school board 
scats, \VC' nC'('(1 strong rwop]e 
who are willing to say;";-';O" 
to paid Yl'ar long V;)(';I t ions. 
\Ve must have strong,'heart('(\ 
people who will demand cr· 
ficil'ncy and eliminate many 
totally un{1('cessary johs , .. 
espedally in our high schools. 

There must be l'epr-csenta· 
tiv!,t; to see that the peopl(' 
al'l' I'('ully getting siek. 1il'('(1 
and angry at th(' total dis
]'('gan\ which the trustl'(,s or 
our school districts show for 
1111' g\1~' who pays the bills! 

. Try to explain for instane-c, 
to a 'person who j~ losing 
c,vel'ything he has, that it 
is N'ally npcPss:lI'Y to par 
S131,142.9R thl'ough Hl73 for 
II sellon I in Pa~ whir'h 
ITAS NOT EVE N nEE:--.r 
nUlLT, nnrl with Ih!' d(,('jin· 
inc: rlll)l1hp(, of ('hildn'n to 
{'(!twa If'. will prohahly 111'\"'1' 

Il('{'d II> 1)(" hu i11 ~ 

Explain III this Slime' gil.\' 
\II h Y 1I1P P.1i mda II' seho"l 
hllll),!!'! nOURU·:n in fiv(' 
\'pars with haskally Ihf' salll!' 
;Hlmhpl' or childn'll 1;1 ('{Ill
(·alp. nlld sr(" ir 11(' will h('. 
lil'\'!' 1111' ('lIIIS(, tn hI' infla· 
lion ratlH'1' tiJan ill{'ffiei<'Ill')' 
and paddl'd johs. S('l' it he 
would walll his t'ic('lpd school 
btl:11'<1 llwm\JeJ's to {,V!'l1 /,!J'l1ll1 
r:lisI's if it couldn't hf· dOllt' 

\\'ill111\11 nonROWIN(; TIm 

out. 

When mail was moved 
train, Mojave would }. 
h<'t'n a logical SCF loea! 
but this practice has t 
stopped for ,Years. S 
about 75 PCI' cent, rna 
morl', of the mail Moj 
handles is for .the Palmd 
Lancaster ar('a, it does 
make. sense that the mai 
truckPd so far out of the \'R \". 'I'{'venue··v lse, ., oJave r 
fifth, During the fiscal :. 
of 1972, :;\[ojav(' took in S~ 
293.22, compared to Sl,e 
OG:i.05 in L,measter and s::! 
78(;.55 in Palmdale. Ri( 
el'c'';;1 and Bishop were : 
ahead of Mojave. 

:\Yanagl'ment experil'nc( 
really limited, especially c 
\Jarf'd to the offiC'cs Moj 
Sel'Vf'S,. They have slas 
budgets, theroby l;{'du( 
Sl'l'vi<'t'S. I am slIre this 
obvious to most VaHey
already, and things will 
worse. About the end of .1 
un!'y, they IJlan on haml! 
all olll·goin::; mall which 
now handled at local offi 
lIow are they going to n' 
age this increased volume 
hy transferring lor'al p('r~ 

nl'1 to :\Iojave. ~[ake nl 
sense? 

J have copies (If some 
Jelins and mpmos scnt fJ 

Beautiful Things 
Un· beautiful Thirr 

Like the man '1/ 
tank was empty 

a stranC]e bulJdor 
.... L ~} 
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