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Watar Tiom this Morthern California river witt be flowing
through the Antelope Valliy within a year to reake it possible for
this area to fulfll ity pronose Tor the futane, Te be brought here
throvagh the State Watbs

relieve the present groundwaeter overdralt in Antelope Yalley-East

Progect, this rapplemental water can

Keen and provide plenty of highoquality woter for yrars ahead,

Tie Antelepe Yolloy Last Kere Water Aguncy has conbracted
to buy enough Statu Project water ta corect the existing deficiens
cy here and make possible the desirable cconomic growth that is

necessary fo provide the increasing number of jobs we will need
in the future,

Even though this State Project water will be ovailable here
shortly, we cannot make beneficial use of ot unless we construct
the local distribution system necded to get it where it is o desper-
ately needed. On Tuosday, we can take that final step toward a
solution of our water problems when we vote an the AVEK water
project. The information on the following pages will give you facts
on which you can base your personal decision concerning the
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—History of

The Antelope Valley.East
Kern Water Agency {AVEK],
sncompassing 220 square
miles in Nosrthern Los An-

geles and Eastern Kern Coun”

ties, was created by special
act pf the Californla Legisla-
ture in 19599, This public agen-
cy was created sfter many
yesrs of activity by citizens’
groups to seck a solution o
th increasing overdraft of
‘proundwater rescurcex in the
valley, In the years Imme-
diately preceding farmetion of
AVEK, local efforts had focus-
ed on support for construction
of the State Water Project as
a source of suppl tal

agency to contract for suf-
[fictent water to meet Its full
needs for the foreseeable fu.
‘ture, to plan facilities to dis-
tribute the imporied water to
present and fufure purveyors,
and to operate such facilities.
‘This opinion was shared by
officials of rhe California De.
partment of Water Resourves
and by other lechnical experts
consulted.

AVEK immediately under’

took studies to determine the
water needs of the area. The
studies confirmed that the
water demands exceel the safe
yleld of the  groundwater
A3 a result, AVEK in

water,
AVEK was created because
it was apparent that the An.

. telope Valley-East "Kern ares,

to receive maximum benefit
from the State Water Project,
should have a special public

1962 (1) execcuted a water ser
vice contract with the State of
California, which, with subse-
quent  amendments,  assures
this area of an ultimate yearly
supply of 138,400 acre feet of

water Imm the State Water

Project; and (2) in 1969 the
Board of Directors adopted an

engineering and financial pro--.
posal to construct the facilites”

required to make this import-
ed water avallable for use,

‘It is important to recognire
that AVEK was organized to
“wholesale” water to . local
water companies and districts.
This function has been reem-
phasized In policy resclutions
adopted by_the AVEK hoard
of directors, The AVEK sys

tem, if spproved at the pojls”

on Tuesday, will not be com-
petitive with any existing or
future water systerns. It will
simply make State Project
water nmhblg to these sys-
fems.

Why an‘t !haae existing
systems bring in State Project

water on thelr own? Why i

AVEK pecessary?

There Ja No questinn that 2

Sew of the weter. ewmpemies

frere Tight be sbie’ to bring in
State Project water on their

disearded Tong ago for sevrrnl
reasons. Among them:

(1) Without the coording.’

tion offered by AVEK,
loceal water users would
find themselves paying

for duplicate treatment’

plants and pipelines,

. each built too small to
be economicsl, The end |

result: much higher

‘costs than will be-the
4 case. with the cvordi-

nated AVEK system.

{2) Many existing water
©, systems do not have the
financial rescurces to
bring In State Project

'

-.tervn thdr own.
Wihous AVEK, a' large -

part of the ares would
mever Be able to take

. miwantage ol the supple-
nwntal water available
'ﬁ-MShteiject.

(3) Without AVEK. my of-
forts mede to bring in
State Project water
would have to be piece-
mesl. This would not
make possible any rea-
ponahle provision for
future needs. !

Pecause of AVEK, this ared
now has a right to enough

. water from the State Project |

to meet present needs, plus

tmaeorthetmuem-‘

Because of AVEK, this
h-dlymeddwpplanemalw-
ter can be provided at lower
mmmroughmyotlnr

‘Waterworks Districts Say AVEK Pro]ect Needed Now

There's nothing debetable
about the groundwailer over
dralt in the Antelope Valley,
as far as the Los Angeles
County Waterworks Districts
are concerned,

i
“The water table is dropping

an average of six feet & year,”

says Joe Cosney, maintenance -

and operations superintendent
for the nine waterworks dis-
tricts in this area,

Cosney works directly under
Ken Putnam, manager of the
Los Angeles County Water-
works Districts. Cosney is
probably the bestqualified ob-

from lhe State Water Project
through the proposed AVEK
distribution  system; That's
why the eight waterworks dis-
tricts that are within the
boundaries of the Antelope
Valley-East Kern Water Agen-
cy have already signed a con-
tract for this water through
the AVEK system.

Cosney points out that his -

job is not limited to making
sure his customers have plen-
ty of water. It’s also impor-
tant to provide this m«:r at
lowest cost, he

mated to cost In the range of
$150,000, But that's only part
of the high cost of pumping
water from the declining
groundwater basin, he adds.

Each additonal foot of lirt:

costs more in eectricity, and
this added cost has to be pass-
«d on to water users.

Cosney ‘says that AVEK wa.

ter will be¢ mold to the water.
works districts at sbout the

present average cost of pump--

ing water from the ground.
Based on water schedules an-

This is another mas;n, Says.

server of local gr
conditions because the Jocal
waterworks districts keep de-
iniled records on the 39 wells
required to mect present water
dernands in this area,

These well records are more
than enough to dispel any
doubt that Antelope Valley
needs  supplemental  water

County:

Tos Angeles County En
pineer John Lambie, who
heads the Los Angeles County
Waterworks Districts in Ante-
Jope Valley, says the Water-
works Districts have contract.
ed to receive State Project
water through the AVEK wa-
ter project in accordance with
a Jong-established pattern.

The Waterworks Districts
provide water to well over half
the present population within
Antelope Valley-East Kern,

Lamble told a Lancaster
meeting this week that the
Waterworks Districts prefer
1o obtain supplemental water
through “wholesale” suppliers
such as AVEK, a method he
termed  “very salisfactory”.
He said the Waterworks Dis-
1ricts operale on this basis
elsewhere In Los Angeles
County, contracting with such
wholesale = agencies as the
‘Metropolitan Water District of
Soathern Callfornia, He said
AVEK is the counterpart to
MWD o this aree.

M. Putnam, why the
eight waterworks districts are
looking forward fo water
from AVEK.

Putnam  explains that it

‘costs a great deal to keep
Jowering pumps and drilling -

new wells as the water table
drops. For example, s typleal
new pumping station is estl-

Addressing a water serninar
sponsored’ by the Antelope

Valley Board of Trade, Lambie -

saw advantages in meeting

local water needs through re--

gional water agencies such as
AVEK, pointing out:’
“Because they include lurge
areas, they can make plans
and solve the problems of the

delivery of water hetter than |

many smaller purveyors such
as Waterworks Districts, each
of which serves a limited
area,”

Lambie added that the local
Waterworks Districts couldn't

bring in State Project water -

on their own even if they
wanted to because the tull sup.
ply of State Project has been
contracted, with no water
avaijlable here except the quan-
tity already purchased by
AVEK.

Lambie praised the AVEK-

plan, noting that it was devel
oped in cooperation: with the
Waterworks Districts., He sald
the Waterworks Districts were
also active in providing studies

d by AVEK, this sup
plemental water cost will be
relatively stable In the years
ahead, as compared with con-

stantly-rising costs that would:

taking the phce of aseveral
new wells.

.The history of the Los An-
geles County Waterworks Dis.
tricts,~which are & function of
the office of Los Angeles
County Engineer John Lam-
ble, perallels the growth of
the Antelope Valley.

‘The first waterworks district
in this area, District 4 in Lan-
caster, was established in 1915,

“At that time, District £ in-

cluded 1,510 acres. Due to con-
tinua] annexstions, it now in-
cludes nearly 34,000 acres: Its
asseased valuation has grown
from $1.310,000 to more than
$65,000,000, District 4 now has
10,2980 uerviee conpections, a
t Increase over the

Putnam says a good way to
explain the value of the AVEK
system to the waterworks dis-
tricts Is to think of AVEK as

AVEK Plan Best

which led o the formation of

AVEK more than ten years

ago. .

Acconding to  the Water
works Districts chief, the wa-
ter pricing policies sdopted by
the board of directors of Ante-
lope Valley-Feast Kern Water
Agency are *“very equitable
and remsohable B of

1,322 homes and businesses it
served as recently as 195L
Keeping up with the water
needs of such a dynamic area
involves more problems than

just drilling more wells and

deepening existing wells, Cos-

- ney explains. One of the most

critical problems is In main-
taining the ability of the sys-
tem {0 meet peak demands.
Since water use varies from
meonth to month—as well as
from hour to hour—the sys-
tem must have the capabllity

range from & jow of 80 gal

lona to & high o( over 300
puted on a

iy -verage. "The daily;and

hourly wvariations’ are much

more extreme than that, he

adds.

The systermn has to be de-
-igned and operated to pro-
vide all the water demanded
during the peak hour of the

peak day of the peak month.

This means a system Jarge
enough to handle flve or six
times as much water as the
average daily consumption.
In spite of the vastness of
the operations of the water-
works districts iIn the Ante
lope Valey, ai!nineo!(hem
are intained and op
“With a total of only 35 em-
ployes, including  office per-
sonnel, Water billa are pre-
pared at the waterworks dis
tricts’ los A oftice
through use of electronic data

m qu:p
Cosrvey says the compara-
tively low personnel overhead
1s roade possible only because
of the efficlent performance
of individual staff members
and the use of telemetry and
automatic systems control
i t, These  electro-

to handle to great deal more
than the average daily quan-
tities required. Explaining the
upsand-downs in water use,
Cosney reports that daily con-
sumption .ger person  will

n:ecﬁxniul systems make it
possible to monitor the opera-
tions of all nine local water

works districts from central

headquarters at 419 West Ave,
J in Lancaster.

PWS-0138-0

omical and In the best inter-
ests of the public to purchase
imported water to supply the
needs of fulture growth rather
than drilling new wella. B

Lambie concluded his local
presentation wityy this warn-
ings - T pe

“As englneer for the Water-
works Districts, we are very
concerned with the future of
the area and know that im-
poried water is needed, rot
only to support the present
populstion and oconsumptive
use, but it is imperative to
support the anticipated
growth of the area”

AVEK Tomorrow
Published by AVEK Citivens for Water and Jobs,
Charles W. Taylor, Chairman, Executive Committes: Della
Armold and Chet Vreeland, co-chalrmen; George C.
Huffmive, Treasarer; Jim Jackson, Fiaouce Cholrmen.

. Members: Juan Arrache, Joa Bobine Sr., Williawm R.
Black, Art Brink, F. §. (Haek) Corios, W. J. Carnuit,
- Whit Corter, Larry Chimbole, Gitford Cole, Tom Dunw,
Mrs. Daisy Gibson, Joka Gillesple, Forrest Godde, Franchs
Guodde, Corl Hilgenfeldt, Peggy Jolner, Williom N. Kep-
ley Jr., Rob- Kietfe, Dr. Roy A. Knepp, Horry Levy, Bart
McKew, Lorcy Morse, C. William Schasre, WM
phnls.bouwunn.ﬂmyw.d
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"AVEK Project to Serve Nearly Everybody

As explained on page 2, one of the major advantages of
the AVEK water project is that it will provide the most water
to the most people at leasf cost.

The bohd issue on which you w:ll be voting Tuesday will

_finance construction of the system shown above, This system

will make high-quality supplemental water available to more
than 90 %
serving every major community within AYEK have contracted
to buy this new water, if voters approve the AVEK project.

AVEK project is designed to make supplemental water avail- -

able to many localities where water demands are expecl'ed to
grow during the next few years, This means that future sxpan-

sion of the economy can occur where it is most desirable from »

of the people now living in the area. Water systems”

Besides serving most of the people now living hére. the

the s*andpomt of the bes? human environment, and will nof be
restricted to limited areas where water is presently available.

This kind of broad planning for the future would not be
possible without the existence of a reglonal agency such as

- AVEK. , . Tt

At present, AVEX has contracted with local water sysiems

serving the following communities: Lancaster, Rosamond, Gor- -

man, Hughes-Elizabeth Lakes, Mojave, Sun Village, Deserf’ Lake,
Acton, Boron, Quartz Hifl, Desert View Highlands; Leona Yalley
and Pearblossom. . ; .

When in opefation, the AVEK system will also tel‘ovo thu
present groundwater overdraft, in conjunction with similar sys<

jems to be operated by Palmdale Irrigation District and Little-
rock Creek Irrigation District. All three systems are necessary

1o solve local water problems. . PWS-0138-0003 -

.
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Here are the Fact
Water

The .

WHY DO WE NEED

“MORE WATER?

The only-local source of wa.
ter for Antelope Valley-East
Kern is  water pumped by
wells from groundwater bas-
ins. This supply s limited.
Qur area s steadily growing
and we arc using about twice
as much water from the

ground as nature lg putting

back. This is called “ground-
water overdraft” and causes
several _undesirable effects:
- 1} As the groundwater level
drops, shallower wells dry up:
{2) it Is neccessary to spend
more money to deepen wells
and pay the  added costs of
lifting water from deeper in
the ground: (3) as the ground.
water supply goes down, the
quality of the watcr tends to
ret worse and may cause de-
terioration  of the entire
groundwater supply; and (4)
the Jack of an assured water
supply prevents growth and

limits employment opportuni.
ties.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF
WE DON'T GET MORE
WATER?

Water bills would keep go-
ing up as groundwater levels
decline while the quality of
water in your home would de-
teriorate. There would be se-
rious economic consequences,
In the near future we would
have 10 cut back our water
use by 50% to stop ground.
water overdraft, Munieipal
water service would be avall-
able to less than one-half the
present population, and, in ad.
dition, more than 20,000 acres
of farmland would go out of
production. When thig happen.
ed, it is obvious what would
happen o the value of homes
and businesses, as well as
Jobs. .

IS MORE wWATER

AYAILABLE TO US?
The California aqueduct of
the State Water Project s
now almost completed along
the southern edge of AVEK.
This canal will be filled with
water from Northern Califor-
nia early in 1972 — water that
we have purchased to meet lo-

cal water needs , :

AVEK has a contract 'tor}

133,400 acre feet of this water
yearly (nearly 46 bilon gal.
lons), Under this contract, tax..
Payers within AVEK have

been paying a proportionate .

share of the costs of the State

Water Project since. 1963 and. .

will éontinue to do so for the
next 63 years. At this time,
AVEK people have {nvested
more than $4% million in the
State Water Project. -

HOW CAN WE MAKE USE
. OF THIS NEW
IMPORTED WATER?

It is -up to the people of

AVEK to finance 'and build
the system required to take
our water from the Callfornia
aqueduct and deliver it where
it Is ‘needed. A plan to build
1hls system, the “AVEK Wa-

_This pictorial graph shows the sericusness
of the local groundwater overdraft and
. why State Project water is needed through
the AVEK distribution system. As the watér
table drops, household water bills increase.
Also, there is strong likelihood of court
action to limit pumping from the ground.

ter Distribution System,” has
been developed by the Ante.
lope Valley-East Kern Water
‘Agency. It has daken five
years to develop this plan.
The seven members of the
board of directors of AVEK
{who are chosen through pub-
lie election) used the profes-
sional services of technical ex-
perts of national reputation.
In order to bulld the first
phase of the AVEK water
project,_sit is necessary that
AVEK residents approve the
sale of general obligation
bonds in the total amount of
$49 million.

WIHO WILL USE THIS
NEW IMPORTED
WATER SUPPLY?

AVEK will ‘wholesale’ water

io existing local water com-
panies who will in turn deliver
water to Homes and factories.

AVEK has slgned water

service contracts with t{hese

local water companles and dis--

,tricts who serve 90% of the

population in the area. Those

who live In Lancaster, Boron,

Rosamond, Mojave, Desert
* Lake, Sun Village, Quartz
Hill, Gorman, Acton, Lake

Hughes, Leona Valley, Hi Vis-'

ta, Lake Los Angeles or Pear-
- blossom have a vital stake In
the AVEK water project be-
cause thelr local water ays-
tems are relying on AVEK as
the source of their next water
supply )
HOW WILL WE
TAY FOR TIOS -
NEW WATER SUPPLY?

At the present time AVEK's

share of State Water Projeet
~costs ls being pald by taxes
on property within the Agen-

" adequate

cy. When the  AVEK water
project is completed the costs
of water and  the [facilities
needed to take It where it is
needed will be paid for
through (1) water sales (2)
property taxes,

WIIY WON'T THE COSTS |

OF THE NEW WATER BE
PAID ENTIRELY BY THOSE
WHO USE IT DIRECTLY?

Everybody In AVEK now

" gets his water from the same
source—the grouhdwater bas.
-ins. People using-the new im. -

ported water will quit pump-
ing from the wunderground,
leaving more of that water for
other people, Since everyone
will benefit from relieving
groundwater overdraft, it Is
falr that everyone should pay
a share of the costs.
Equally important, the svail-

Cability. of more water for
AVEK Is a “must” for a pros.

perous future The promilse of
( water has under-
written the growth we have
had, its arrival
that promise and provide the

base for future development. .
Everyone benefits, wage earn. . .

ers, water . users .large and
small, ‘and .those who have
invested fn Antelope Valley's
future. L .

WIIAT WILL THE AVEK .

PROJECT COSY - .
THE HOMEOWNER?
If your home’ sz worth

A 320,000 on today’s market,

your family’s share of the ad.
ditional cost of stabilixing and
ensuring our watér’ supply

would be about $15 per year, - °

Because property taxes are

based ‘on_property values, the '

will fulfull ~

‘.

water basin, & move that would prove cost.
ly to the public—probably as expensive as
providing: all the suppleméntal water we
need, Experts warn that as the groundwater
level continues to drop, experience indi.
cates thet water quality will wersén.

largest share of costs for
building the AVEK water.proj-
ect wiil be pald by industriea
‘and landowners, Homeowners
will pay smaller dollar shares
of the costs ,and will benefit
greatly In termg of home
values, jobs, and houschold
water bills kept low by ample
water supplles.

< WHAT IS THE RELATION.

SHIP BETWEEN PAY. |
MENTS FOR THE STATE
WATER PROJECT AND
e e 'THE -AVEK WATER
: PROJECT?
Under terms of the AVEK
' contract, and basle to our par-
. ticipation in the California
3 Water Project, - we’ are obll
gated to make annual pay-
ments averaging more than
$4 million per year for the
" next 65 years, This obligation
exists without regard to how
much’ water we buy. Obvious-
1y there {3 no way to elminate
this minimum  ebligation.

WOULD WE BAVE MONEY
IF WE DON'T BRUILD THE
AVER WATER ,FROJECT?
“There is no questlon that
costs for making use of im-
ported witer will be less than

the costs: of contihuing to-

“mine” the loecal groundwater
. basins, This . takes into .con-

. sideration fMereasing costs for’
- pumping groundwater as well-

as the economic reversals that

Ccan be expected with an-in- -

adequate water supply of un.

. certain quallty..

WILL THE AVEK WATER

PROJECT INCREASE MY °

© " WATER BILL? .
_ AVEK will sell imported wa-
ter 1o local water companiles

“and districts for the

“same a8
average ocosts: for

present

pumping water from the un.

derground., Therefore, use of

State Project water should not

increase your water bill,

_ The cost of pumping water

from wells Is increasing all.
the time, AVEK -expects the -
price of water from the AVEK

water projoct will be relative

ly constant, Besides assuring -
water, a secondary purpose of
the AVEK water project is to
stabilize water costs for the
consumer.

ISN'T THERE SOME OTHHER
WAY TO SOLVE OUR
WATER DEFICIENCY?

The State Water Project |s
the only practical solution. It
has been supported sirongly
and { tly by Antefop

Valley-East Kern people for

two decades for this reason.

If the State Water Project
had not been under construc-
tion during the past several
years, the Antelope Valley-

East Kern area would be re.

. turning to desert today. The

promise . of water from the
State Water Project has un-
derwritien the new jobs and
Investments, especially in avi-
ation and serospace, now in
Antelope Valley,

It voters do not approve the
bond jssue to finance the sys-
tem needed to distribute this
water, many*face loss of jobs
and businesses and homes,
Those who invest money and
create employment will not
#%¢ a chance on an area that
won't solve Its water pro
lems. :

WHEN IT IS ALL SAID
AND DONE, ISN'T THE
BOARD OF AVEK SAYING
THERE IS NO OTHER
PRACTICARLE WAY TO
ENSURE ADEQUATE
WATER FOR ANTELOPE
VALLEY-EAST KERN, AND

. THEREBY THE FUTURE

.| OF.THE AREA?

As & matter of fact this is
so. Without water adequate to
our needs, our area {or any
area) cannot grow, You have

.to cut your activity to match

your water supply, Los Ange-
les today was assured 70 years
ago when leaders of those
days started planning a water
supply from_the Sierras, and
40 years ago when they plan-
ned to get water from the
Colorado, and 20 years ago
when’ they planned the Cali-
fornia Water Profect. . .
‘The deve!opmen? -of Ante-

* lope. Valley s based on the

promise of .adequaté  water’

- through' the California Water

Plan, We are truly, morally
obligated - to make good on.
our: promise. It we do not, we

© can expect  cutbacks to match

our existing local water sup-
plies, and- by any messure
those local water supplies are -

" completely inadequate except

for the lowest level of activity.

.PWS-0138-0004 -
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Edmonston Pumping Plant, now almost completed, will lift State Project
water over the Tehachapi Mountains on its way toward the Antelope Val-

ley. Said to be the world's largest pumping plant, this installation is one of -
the many facilities of the State Project that local people will be helping-

3

pay for, whether or not voters approve the AVEK water proieci to make

use of State Projsct water here. If the AVEK project is not built, the future
costs of continuing groundwater overdraft, plus the local share of costs for
‘the State Water Project, will be substantially greater than the fahl costs
for making use of ﬂus mpplemenhl water. -

-

People Unite for Water Solution

Support for the AVEK wa.
ter project bond issue has
come from virtually cvery
geographic area and economic
group in Antelope Valley-East
Kern,

Resolutions urging a “yes”
vote have been adopted by
chambers of commerce, labor
_ unions, real estate orpganiza-
tions; homeowners, profession-
al clubs and many other or-
ganizations representing ncar
Iy every occupation.

Both the Palmdale and Lan-

caster Chambers of Commerce
have recommended ' approval
of the project.

Numerous local unlons have

taken officlal actlons sunpoxt
Xn" a “yes™ wvole, along with
the Los, Angeles County Fed-
eration ol Labor and the Kern,
Inye and Mono Countles Cen-
tral Labor Council.

Public officials backing the
water project include Los An-

geles County Supervisor War. '
ren Dorn, Asssemblymen Kent

Stacey and the Kern County
Board of Supervisors,

AVEK Citizens for Water
and Jobs, the volunteer group

taking the levd in secking ap-

pmvtﬁ,of the AVEK projeet at
Tuesday's election, includes on
its Executive Commiltee hard- ~
working rep:esematives from

Water. Récreuficn‘ Slaied
If AVEK Project Wins

If volers approve the AVEK
water project at Tuesday's
. election, it will set the stage
for an outstanding water. ree:
reation facility within minutes
of Lancaster and Palmdale,

The .State of California
plans to build a 235,000 acre-
foot lake in the Fairmont
© Buttes area to augment the
distribution _facilities of the

AVEK project. This large res- -

ervolr, to be financed by the
State, will increase the ability
of the AVEK system to deljver
peak demands, The reservolr
will be open to recreatioral de-
velopment, which could be ac-
complished with funds ap-
proved by California voters at
last November's general elec
tlon. 3
Construction o2 Buttes ‘Res.

ervoir ‘'was not included In or

-iginal planning for the State
- Walter Project. In the begin-

-ning, the Depariment of Wa-
ter Resources planned to pro-
vide peoking capocity for the
AVEK system from Cedar

* Springs reservoir in San Ber-

nardine County. However, in-
dependent. studies by AVEK
determined that construction

of Buttes Reservolr would ac- -
complish two worthwhilé ob-
.. jectivea. First, it would pro-

vide the neccessary peaking
“eapacity at less cost, and sec-
ondly, it would give Antelope
Valley people with a nearby

water rocreation site that will'

greatly enhance the _entire
arca. : .

. But It won't happen unless
lhe AVEK watcr pmject I¢ ap-
p:eved. .

Lanc'\stcr, Palmdale, S\m vil-
lage, Leona Valley, Acton,
Lake Hughes, East Slde and
West  Side prens, Mojave,
North  Edwards, Rosamond,
Boron and Edwurds. Hundreds
of other people have formally
declared theiy support for the
" AVEK project.

This widespread qu;)pml iz
due In large part to efforts
made over a long peried of
time by ‘the Antelope Valley.

plalned, with reasons

Emt Kem Water Agency to
explain details of its plan to
all Interested citizens, In nu
merous public  meetings,
AVEK spukesmen’  revealed
ail aspects of the project go-
ing bhelfore voters on Tuecsday,
tncluding costs, At these
'AVEK. public meetings, alter- ~
native | plans wore  also ex.
why
these alternatives were coh-
sidered less desirable than the

. plan being offered. Those at-

tending were glven full op-
portunity to ask questions
.and propose other sgolutions.

Thus, when  the - present
AVEK water project was
adopted by the AVEK hoard
ol -dircctors and an_election
called, the proposal had al
Jjeady been subjected to ex-
terisive publie  examination,
Also, the plan had already
gained strang support from &
large number of local people.

Bonds Considered the Only

“Practical Finance Metho

Why s the AVEK ' wazer
project, like nearly all public
works projects, to be financed
through sale of bonds?

One pood answer lies in the
reagons why people borrow
money to by homes. If we '
couldn’t spréad the cost of our
home over 20 or 30 years, fow
of us could ever own one.

Let’s compare that to the
AVEK project. This will be an
asset fo this area for much
longer than the average home.

+ It will _serve  hundreds of .
- thousands of peoplo wha are .

not yet born. And like.a house, ..
fis costs wil all cocur In the
beginning — =t the time tts
built. .

Even If it was falc to bulld

"the AVEK water project on a4

so-called “pay-as-you-go” basis,
it couldn't be done,. Just as»

most_of us.couldn't pay. for.

our homes that way, We have
to borrow the mioney, and re-

. pay -all

pay it over a ;:erlod o! years
as we use the pmject {or
home).

Since it's obvious that we
must borrow money for large
construction,.. whether it's a
home or a public works proj-
ect, the questidon then be-
comeg: what 18 the cheapest.
way to borrow money?

In the case of AVEK, gen-
eral obligation - bonds  have -
been found to be the cheapest

‘way. Other borrowing meth

ods, mich as “lease back” ar-,
rangements, would . be - more “

'expennlve P A

. But there’s another good '
reason why bond financing s

-80 frequently used. in public
‘works projects. Most of them,

like the AVEK water profect,
are designed to serve people
for many genérations in the
future. Why, then, should to
day's taxpayers be asked to
e mats" Should fu-

ture taxpayen get l
ride"? \
© By using bond financing, the

“free

" costs of the AVEK water proj-
" ect can be repald m small an-

nual payments that will "cost
the typical taxpayers less than
the increass “in water costs

. that can bde expected -if the
- project Is not built. Also, peo-

ple who come hére later and
enjoy-the benefits of the proj.
ect will pay their pmper

. shares of the cost.

There Is anothei™major ad-

,vanaze from bond financing

for, the AVEK 'project, By as-

. suring emuﬁ food qul)lty

water, the A

make pouiblo ecommtc
growth here. This will expand
the tax base. Therefore, to
day's taxpcm oan look for-

. ward” to others plcking “up

more and more of the project
repayment ebllgttlon in the
future,
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Whenever ihe subpcf of spendmg comes up, faxpayers sfar! fakmg a close Took. -

e e e e e 4 S et s i s et

P And that's good because there seoms ‘ to be so. much governmenf spendmg that isn't worth it. lf tax- .

~ payers didn't squawk we d be in a sorry state.

N

Th-s may seem hke a funny w&y for people to talk who want you '!'e vote ! yes" for a bond issue. Buf the

hundreds of yoijr fr:ends and neighbors who are workmg iogefher to get ‘rhe AVEK water pro;ecf gomg are
taxpayers 'us% like you. We're 1us? s concerned as you are abou* taxes. .

-

So let's look at the AVEK project in fhe light of taxes. No ‘snow |¢S", just s*rmghl‘ faci's.

The tax cost to you for Abuﬂding the. AVEK project, and prqviding the wahr we need to survive here, -
can be pinned down pretty close!y That's because the langliage of the issue you'll be voting on Tuesday contains '
a tax limitation clause. It says that AYEK cannot sell bonds in excess of 7-2 per cent of the assessed value of
the. Agency. There's-nothing wishy-washy" about that. It's a real tight lid on 'I'axes Whaf it means is fhaf when

you're told fhe tax will be so much, you can depend on it.
So how much is the tax going to be?

. ‘On a home with a’market value of $20, 000, the yearly tax will amount to about $15. True, that's'not
much when you consider what we're geﬁ-mg for our money. I¥'s less than a nickel a day per family, But :f s still

a tax cost, Could we save this nickel-a-day by turning down the AVEK water sysiem?

W|fhouf question, the answer is "no". If we don't brmg in the water we. need to relieve our grouud—
water overdraft, we all know that our total tax base isn't going to grow much more, and it will eventually start
to shrink as different areas begin running out of usable water. Many of our long-term public expenditures are -
based on reasonable growth in the tax base When this doesn't happen the tax load starts building up on

existing ta xpayers—li ke us.

~ This is a general?i‘y. so we had a researcher see what it might mean in dollars. He told us that if our
_ tax base stops growing—-as it surely will without more water—existing homeowners {we're still talking about a
$20,000 house} will find their tax bills increased by more than $50 a year. And this is WITHOUT water.

Now, let's think abouf‘building the. AVEK project without ANY taxes.
This would be an expensive fiasco-for. homeowners. throughout the Agency. As an example, the total

assessed value in Lancaster and Quartz Hill combined amounts to 18 per cent of the fotal tax base of AVEK.
Turning it around, 82 per cent of the cost of building the AVEK system as now proposed will be repald by other
. property owners, most of whom are not homeowners. Many of them live outside this area. Yet local homeowners

will benefit the first and the most from solving our water problem. ~ .

If Lancaster were to "go it alone” in bringing in Sfafe Project water it's easy i'o understand why
the cost to the individual family would be a great deal more *han it will be under ﬂne comprehensive AVEK plan,

These are the tax facts about the AVEK proged and we can back ihem up. That's why we can tell
you with complete honesty: \ ; ’

““a vote YES wnll cost you I.ESS”

- - AVEK szens for Wuier and .Iobs N ,
- Charles W. Taylor, Chairman | PWS-0138-0006
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Bad Water Threatens

Dale Newton and Larry
Granger think backers of the
AVEK water project are un.
dersiating the problem when
they warn that local water
quality could get worse in the
future if we don't bhring in
State Project water.

“1t looks to us like our
groundwater has been getiing
worse for a long time,” they
told Charles W, Taylor, chair-
man of AVEK Cllizens for
Water and Jobs. “We don’t
think this problem Is off in
tle future at all. Its here
now,"” "

Newton and Granger ought
1o® know. ‘They operate Big
Valley Plumbing and Supplies,
inc., of Palmdale and Lancas-
ter. They install and service

+ all kinds ol waterusing equip-
ment and appliances. Newton
zays he has noticed .a steady
— and alarming -- increase
in mineralization from ground-
water now  belng used in
horhies and businesses in the
Valley. He says he can't think
of any reason for it other
than the steady decline in the
groundwater table,

Newton told Taylor about
a large business establishment
which, in the past, had to de.
lime its heating boller about
once in ten years, Then, he

sald, this boiler had to be
cleaned yearly, The last clean-
ing job, he revealed, lasted
just three months,

Newton says he hasn’t been
able to determine exactly why
sa much waler-using equip-
ment is getting “gummed up”
faster these days. But he sus-
pocts the problem isnt poing
to get any better until State
Project water arrives through
the AVEK system.

Granger said Big Valley
Plumbing is collecting water
samples throughout the ares,
heping to learn why so much
home piping is deteriorating.
e said the problem is hecom-
ing critical and expensive for
homeowners, with even copper
pipe now being caten away.

Taylor pointed out that wa-
ter  from the State Water
Project is expected to bhe of
exceptionadly high quality, at
least equal le the best water
pumped from the loeal ground-
water basin in past years.

The threat to this area from
bad quality water is porhaps
as serlous as the problem of
not having enough water. In
several communities here tos
day, the quality of water be-
ing delivered to homes is very
close to the point of con
demnation by health author.

ities. This was foreseen yvears
ago in a report from the 1S,
CGeologic Survey. The study
on  which this report was
based found large poriions of
the Antelope Valley-East Kern
groundwaler basin laden with
water of unusable quality. In
one locality, proundwater was
found to be just a few per-
centage points  beiler | than
oftean water. .

This prgblem ecan’t help
geiting worse as our ground-
water overdraft continues. Be.
cause so much water has been
pumped out from under Lan-
caster and other population
centers, the flow of ground-
water has turned toward these
pumping depressions, simply
pecause of gravity, A great
deal of this incoming water is
extremely bad, And it gets
warse as it moves through the
underground structures,

Because of this alarming
water, quality problem, it is
heside the peint to  argue
about how much walter is left
in the groundwaler basin.
There
most of Jt will be worthless
long before it is gone.

The only solution is to bring
in good quality water through
the AVEK Project to stop the
grandwater overdraft.

s

Local Water Systems are

Hoping for AVEK Project

If anyone doubts that Ante.
lope Valley-East Kern rneeds
more water through the
AVEK water project, the most
authoritative answer is awvail-
able from the many local wa-
ter companics and districts
~which deliver water to homes
and businesses,

Water systems serving
every major community in the
area have contracted to buy
State Project water through
the AVEK water project.
These systems provide water
to more than 90 per cent of
the people living here now,

It there was plenty of
groundwater available, would
these hard-headed water in-
dustry people be looking to
the State Project and AVEK
for waler?

The answer, of course, is
“no", The reason for this solid
backing for the AVEK project
by the local water industry is
two-fold. It Is obvious that we
are gver-pumping our ground-
water sapplies, with big de
dines in the groundwater
table every year. It is alse ob-
vious that the quality of
groundwaler in many commu-
nitdes is getiing dangerously
poor. -

The Quartz Hill area’ is a
good example of how the
ground water overdraft is

sional water man in Quartz
Hill put it:

“There's no point in drilling
more wells. They would just
steal water from each other.”

One of the water suppliers
in Quartz Hill ls now buying
well water from an adjacent
area at substantially higher
cost than will be charged for
watef from the AVEK project.
This is only a stop-gap solu-
tion, however, because the ad-
jacent arcas are also having
t¢ pump deeper for water ev.
ery year,

In the Lancaster vieinity,
spokesmen for the Los An-
geles  Waterworks Districts
make ne bones abou{ the need
for  supplemental water
through the AVEK system.
Their well records show that
the groundwater overdraft is

_ ineveasing, with the average

yearly drop in the water table
approaching seven feet, Not
only does this keep inereasing
the cost of producing water
and  dellverlnipg It to homes,
say Waterworks Distriets of-
ficials, but 1t also magnifies

- the danger of water quality

deterioriting. An official of
the Waterworks Districts has
warned the local public that
it's a general rule that water
quality degrades as the

groundwater supply s de- |

nleted.

is getting such strong support
from Rosamond, Mojave,
North Edwards, Desert Lake
and Bovon.

In Boron, the loeal water
system has already been fore-
od to bring water from wells
five rniles away because Iocal
wells have either given out,
started producing water of un
usable quality, or both."Even
the distant newer wells are
producing water of marginal
quality, If State Project water
is not brought to Boron soon,
through the AVEK project,
local water officials are ex-
tremely dubious about a fu-
ture water supply foy that im-
portant community.

Rosamond and Mojave are
not in as jmminent danger
from bad water as is Boron.
But water suppliers in Rosa-
mond and Mojave have taken a
look at the future, their local
supplies, and have signed up
with AVEK,

Officlals of ehe Rosamond
Communtly Nepviess  Distriet
say they have lwo choices for
the immediate future: either
drill more wells some miles to
the west, where water quality
is better, or solve their prob.
lem with AVEK water, Drill-
ing more wells is consideved
only a temporary relief, be-
cause the continuing overdraft
af *he tatal prondwater basin

Is ltitle question that -

Future

Herb Spitzer, Manager of Quartz Hill County Water

Districh s one of many water industry professionals hers

who see immediste need for supplemental water through

the AYEK water project. Water systems in every major

community in Antelope Valley-East Kern have signed con-
tracts to buy water through the AVEK system. These local
systems serve more than 90 % of the present population.

‘What Can Happen if
AVEK Project Fails?

What would probably hap-
pen if the AVEK water proj-
ect did not win appreval at
Tuesday's election?

One altermative would be to
allow outr groundwater over-
draft to continue, until the
groundwater basin is destroy-
cd. While this would be hap-
pening,  local  people  would
suffer severe economie  dis-
tress, New industries would
shun this area. Industrics we
now have would probably be-
gin phasing out.many of their
appratune buciuse of lavk of
water. Taxes would increase
because the tax base couldn’t
grow, ‘Water bills would keep
rising to meet
pumping water from deeper in
the ground. In many localities,
the water would become of

such  pure quality that it
would not be usable.

the cosis of.

‘probably form improvement
districts  under AVEK and
bring in State Project water
through separate systems.

This would be a costly and
inadequate solution to our
serfous water needs. This
piece-meal approach to solving
local water problems was ex-
plored years ago by AVEK
and local water suppliers, but
It was discarded because It
would cost the homeowner and
taxpayer a great deal more
money than the AVEK proj-
ect. This kind of unsatisfae
tory solution would also ereate

silande” within Antelope Val
ley-East Kern which  would

have sufficient water, leaving
most of the area high and
dry. Thin, in turn, could lead
to expensive environmental
problems, along with increas.
ing both water and lax costs
for everybody.

The AVEK water project as

now proposed is not neces-
Sarily the sebe cecibbe oo
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Granger think backers of the
AVEK waler project are un-
derstating the problem when
they warn that local water
quality could get warse in the

futwre if we den't bring in
Siate Project water,
“1t looks to us like our

groundwater has been getting
warse for a long time they
told Charles W, ‘Taylor, ¢hair
man of AVEK Citizens for
Water and Johs. "We don't
think this prohlem is off in
the future at all. It's here
now,” )
Nrewton and Granger oupht
to® know. They operate Big
Valley Plumbing and Supplies,
Inc., of Palmdale and Lancas.
ter, They install and scrvice

- all kinds of water.using equip-

ment and appliances. Newton
savs he has noticed a steady
-~ amd alarming inerease
in mineralization from ground-
water now  being used  in
homes and businesses in the
Vatiey. He says he can't think
of any reason for it other
than the steady decline in the
proundwater table,

Newton told Taylor about
a large business establishment
which, in the past, had to de-
lime its heating boiler about
onee in ten years. Then, he

cleaned yearly. The last clean-
ing job, he revealed, lasted
just three months.

Newton says he hasn't been
able to determine exactly why
%3 much waler-using equip-
ment is fetting “gummed up”
faster these days, But he sus
pects the problem isn’t poing
1o pet any better until State
I'roject water arrives through
the AVEK system.

Granper said  Big  Valley
Plumbing is colecting water
samples Throughout the arena,
hoping to learn why so much
home piping is deteriorating.
1le said the problem is hecom-
ing eritienl and expensive for
homeowners, with even copper
pipe now being eaten nway.

Taylor poinled out that wa-
ter from the Stale Water
Project is expecled to be of
exceptionally high quality, at
least equal to the best water
pumped from the local ground.
water basin in past years,

The threat to this area [irom
had quality water s perhaps
as serious as the problem of
not having enough water. In
several communities here to:
day, the quallty of water be-
ing delivered to homes is very
close 1o the point of con-
demnation by health author

ago in a report from the ULS
Geologic Survey, The stady
on  which this report was
based found large portions of
the Antelope Valley-East Kern
groundwater basin laden with
water of unusable quality. In
one locality, groundwater was
found to be just a few pers

centage points  better ” than
ocean water.
This prgblem can't help

getting worse as our ground-
water overdraft continues, Be.
cause so much water has been
pumped out from under lan-
caster  and popuiation
centers, the flow of ground-
water has turned toward these
pumping depressions, simply
heeause of pravity. A great
deal of this incoming water is
extremely bad.  And it gefs
worse as it moves through the
undlerground structures.

Because of this alarming
waler, quality problem, it s
wside the point {0 argue
about how much water is Ieft
in the groundwater basin,
Theve is little question that
muost of it will be worthless
long before it is gone.

The only solution is to bring
in good quality dvater through
the AVEK Projeet to stop the
grandwater overdraft,

Local Water Systems are

Hoping for AVEK Project

If anyone doubts that Ante
lope Valley-EKast Kern needs
more water through the
AVEK water project, the most
authoritative answer is avail
able from the many local wa-
ter companics and districts
which deliver water to homes
and businesses,

Water systems serving
every major community in the
area have contracted 1o buy
State Projeet water through
the AVEK water project,
These systems provide water
fo more than 90 per cent of
the people living here now,

If there was plenty of
groundwater available, would
these  hard-headed water in-
dustry people be lovking to
the State Project and AVEK
for water?

The answer, of course, is
“no’’. The reason for this solid
backing for the AVEK project
by the local water industry is
two-fold. [t is obvious that we
are gver-pumping our ground-
water supplies, with big de-
clines  in  the groundwater
table every year It is alse ob
vious that the quality of
groundwater in many commu-
nities is getting dangerously
poor.

The Quartz I area is a
good example of how the
ground water overdralt is
threatening the future in this
area. Situated on the edge of
the groundwater basin, the
water districts serving Quartz
Hill are probably in the great
est danger of actually running
out of waler. As one profes-

sional water in Quartz
15 put it

*“There’s no point in diilling
meore wells. They would just
steal water from cach other”

One of the water suppliers
in Quartz Mill Is now buying
well water from an adjacent
area at substantially higher
cost than will be charged for
water from the AVEK project.
‘This is only a stepgap solu-
tien, however, because the ad.
jacent areas are also having
to pump deeper for water ey
ery year,

man

In the Lancaster vicinity,
spokesmen for the Los An-
geles Waterworks  Districts

make no bones about the need
for supplemental water
through the AVEK system.
Their well records show that
the groundwater overdraft is
increasing, with the average

© yearly drop in the water table

apptoaching seven feet. Not
only does this keep increasing
the cost of producing water
and delivering it to homes,
say Waterworks Districts of-
ficials, but it also magnifies
the danger of water quality
deterioriting. An  official of
the Waterworks Districts has
warned the lecal public that
it's a general rule that water
quality degrades as the
groundwater supply is  de-
pleted.

The most serious ground.
water guality problems, how-
ever, are evident in the Kern
County portion of the Ante-
lope Valley-East Kern Watler
Ageney. This helps  explain
why the AVEK water project

is petting sueh Strong support
from Nosamond, Mojave,
North Edwards, Desert Lake
and Boron.

In Roron, the local waler
system has already been fore-
ed to bring water from wells
five miles away because loeal
wells have ecither given out,
started producing water of un.
usable quality, or both.r Even
the distant newer wells are
producing water of marginal
quality. If State Project water
is not brought to Boron soon,
through the AVEK projeet,
local water olficials are ex-
tremely dublous about a Ju-
ture water supply for that im-
portant community.

Rosamond and Mojave are
not in a3 imminent danger
from bad water as is Boron.
But water suppliers in Rosa-
mond and Mojave have taken a
look at the fature, theiv jocal
supplies, and have signed up
with AVEK.

Officlals of the Roesamond
Community Services Distriet
say they have two choeices for
the immediate future: either
drill more wells some miles to
the west, where water quality
is better, or solve their prob-
lem with AVEK water. Drill-
ing more wells is considered
only a temporary relief, be.
ause the continuing overdraft
of the total groundwater basin
will only be speeded up. Ttosa-
mond CSD spokesmen say the
only real solution is to start
using good-quality State Proj-
ect water through the AVEK
project just as soon as pos.

_ sible.

Herb Spitzer, Manager of Quartz Hill County Water

District, is one of many waler industry professionals here

who see immediate need for supplemental water through

the AYEK water project. Water systems in every major

community in Antelope Valley-East Kern have signed con-

tracts to buy water through the AVEK system. These local

systems serve more than 907 of the present population.

‘What Can Happen if
AVEK Project Fails?

What would probably hap-
pen i™he AVEK water proj
ect did not win approval at
Tuesday’s election?

One alternative would be o
allow our groundwater over-
draft until the
groundwater basin iy destroy.
od. While this would be hap-

to continue,

pening,  local people  would
suffer severe economic dis-
tress. New  industries would

shun this arca. Industries we
new have would probably be-
gin phasing out.many of their
operations because of lack ot
Taxes would increase
because the tax hase couldn't
grow. Water bills would keep
rising to meet the costs of
pumping water from deeper in
the ground. In many localities,
the water would become of
such pure quality that it
would not be usilde.

waler,

The end vesult woyld be

cconomic disaster,
This probably wouldn’t be
allowed 16 happen, If the

AVEK water projoss as fow
proposed  should be turned
down, certain areas would

probably  form  impravemer
districts  under  AVEK o
bring in State Project wat
through separate systems,

This would be a costly an
inadequate solution to o
serious water needs. Th
piece-meal approach to solvin
local water problems was ¢
plored years ago by AVE.
and local water suppliers, bt
It was discarded hecause
would cost the homeowner an
taxpayer a great deal moi
money than the AVEK pro
ect. This kind of unsatisfa
tory solution would also creat
“islamds” within Antelope Va
ley-East Kern which woul
have sufficient water, leavin
most of the area high an
dry. This, in turn_ could lea
to expensive environment:
problems, along with increa:
ing both water and tax cost
for everybody.

The AVEK walter project a:
now proposed IS not neces
sarily the only possible way t
hring in mare water. It Is gim
ply the cheapest way to ge
the most water. It is the only
way @ meet the water neod:
of the vntive arun. AR wilud
scheme would cost more fo
Jess waler,
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