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Wdt!'!t from .h;~ No·thern C<11iforni(i f(yt>( WI!! be ftowinq ncccHdry fo p~o'l;dc .hl? ;nctc,n;nq 
in the f,.lure.thtc>uCjh the Anh.lupu Vn:l.,'1 wd;);" <1 yf:f1f h) tn,dle It pOHiblc fQr 

this rl!j',; iu!L\: Ito. prtltl!iH r,H thl~ fuhllv Tv Ut; brouqht hl.'fCtf) Even though thii St",h: Pf(}rl'(t w"h~f will be dV!,"I:dr,ble here 
thtoufJh th!· St<1h· W,d"i Proipd. t\\i~ ".-oppJem.'nt •• 1 wdtcr Cdon ~hortly. we Cdn110t mdkc bL'flCfl!...l\t1 tHe of It tmlt,.\\ we conlotruct 

relieve' the pl(',,(:'nt qf(,!)llrl""cdl'f UlI'l'tdfc'!' ;f! AHtclop~ Valley-Ed'.J the local di~tr;bution systcm needl:d to qc.t it whore it is 0 dcspcr~ 
rilely needed. On TUO.ddY. we Cd" trike thril 1;0.1 step toward. 
solution of OtJf widcr prQb't:nn wht'1) we voh, on the AVEK wdter 

Ti'l' Aldul0fW V<tl:.:)' LJ~t K(:rll W.d.,·t Aqeflcy h~ .. (Ortlfddcd proiect. The .nformat'on on the f1.)lIuwio9 Plt(J~S_ wi!! give you Idets 
to buy (:naugh Stntu P,ofud wdtCf to coned the ej(;~ting deficien.. on which you C~tn b,,~c your pl'r\ondl dt.~cl~lon concern'''9 the 
cy here and make pOHiblc the df.:s;f~ble economic growth that is: AYEK propo,.f. 

K(:I" rlrld prov;df' f)ludj {d hitJh.qudllly w.t!(.'r ft')f Yl;dJ':. (lhCiid. 
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-History 
The Antelope Valley,East 

K""" WAter A",ney (AVEK), 
t'll<'Ompa.'lSlng 2200 s qua r e 
miles In Northern Los An­
R~I"" .nd E1L~,,", K..rn O>un':' 
Ii"", w... e""'l~ by special 
/lot of the CalIfornia J..,rglsla­
111~ In 1959, This publ.le a.g<!'n­
cy was eI'I!Ilted attf!'r many 
y~rs of .<;tivlly by dtlzrns' 
S:""'P" to ~ a solution to 
th Incr...aslng OW'rdl'1lft of 

's:roundwat..r re&ou~ In the 
"alley, In the yf!'....s IImne.. 
diately ptOOC<llng Conn.llon of 
A VEK, 1()('I8.1 .. reoMs had focus­
ed on support for """"truction 
of Ihe State Water Project as 
" sou I' c e of supplemental 
water. 

A VEK waS """"ted healuse 

It was appan"nl that thci An, 


,_ t"lope Valley·East 'Kern a~ 


to receive maximum benefit 

Jrom the State Water Pro~ 

sllould hav., a spet1al public 


.geney to <;ontract lor sur· 
1Id""t _t..r to meet lis full 

'nee<Is lor the fo~bI.. Iu· 
'tun!, to plan lIIdlitles to dis­
tribute lhe Impot1~ w.t... 10 
J>I"I"!II'ftI .nd lulu.... purveyors, 
and to ope....te sud> tllcl1lties. 
ThIs opinion was shal'<'d by 
otfid.1.! of If><' Callforni. De· 
partment of WlIter R.....,u~ 
and by (}(her teehnleal expert.s 
consulled. 

AVEK Im~lateJy unde.. : 
look studies to ""termlne the 
w.ter ~s of the .rea. The 
sludles confinned that the 
waler dl!'mands .._I the !IIlle 
y I " I d of the' groundwater 
basins. All a resull. AVEK In 
1962 H\ ..""""It'd a waler ....... 
vice cont .....ct with the Stllte of 
CalIfornia, which. wllh subse­
quent amendments. assures 
thiS ...... of an ultima'.. yearly 
supply or 138.400 acre feet oC 
_tel' from Ihe Stllte Wate.. 

Projed; and (2) In 19$9 the 
Board Of Directors adopted aft 

englnHrlnJr and .tInaftdal pr0­
posal to CONtl'Uet the fadUdeII" 
requll'<'d to '1nILke ttI1s Import­
~ water ~bIe tor _ 

'11 La Important to ~ 
Ihat A VEK _ OWOPJ1i1!J!'d to 
Hwholesale- _ter to. JocU 
water eompLnIes and dlstrIcta. 
This runcllon hila been I"H!ft'Io 
~ In polley resolutions 
lIdopt~ by_the AVEK board 
ot directors. The AVEK sy. 

- tern. It aPP"OY'ld at the polls" 
on ~y, wl11 not bII! eom· 
pellllve with any ellistlng or 
future water '..".I<!mIL It will 
simply make Stalf!' Proj<'<:t 
_I.". lIwJtabl." to these ")'S­

terns. 

Why "can't these exlsUng 
systems brillfl,' In State project 
w.ter on Ihelr ~! W'hy lif 
AVEK ne<leSSIIry! 

~"""""",,"'a" 
......!IIl .......... _ ....... 


.... , ........... .- J nil 
.... mIc'IIt bII! ,..; -1Irintr tD 
State ~ water ....UIebI.................­
d'-rded 1..... q'O for ...,;..:.... 
__ Amonc them: 

n) 	Wltflout the eoordIna­
tIon offered bY AVEl(, 
JocU -on: ~ -wet 
find tbeIMeI_ pa,tng 
for duplloate ~tmeDt 
pili n t. and plpellMs, 
nell bunt too mnall to 
be -meaL The end 
result: mud! higher 

.!!'OI81a than wfu be" the 
_. with the coordl. 
nated AVEK ..".tern. 

(2) 	Many ellistlng w ate r 
systems do not haw the 

. IInmc1al 	 _ma to 
bring In State ProJ4I!'Ct 

.at·e .. _ tlMlr -... 

.............VEK; • large 

..... 0'- 11M! area woOld 
_ lit' able' to take 

..1v"1\"~ of tfIe aupple­

....tal _ter aYalI.bIe 
__ ,tile' State ProJe;:t. 

(3) 	Wltboat AVEK.an;' ef: 
fDIU mIIde to tJr1nc In 
Slate 'Project _ter 
would have to be ~ 
-a. ThIa _14 not 
make Po-ible any rea· 
IIONIble pl'"OYtslon for 
future nreds. . 

~ of AVEK. thill am 
now hila a nlbt to·-Ib 
_ter frum the State Project • 
to meet preaent needs, pwo 
\hOee ot thf!' t_bIe ru­
t....... Decauee ot AVEK, ttI1s 
t.dJy·needd ~ __ 

ter ea.n be ~ at Iowf!'r" 
costa than thrOugh 1liiY other 
plan. , 

WaterworkS Distrids Say' AVEK .~roject Needed Now 

There's nothing debe.table 

nbout the groundwater owr­
draft In the Antelope Va1Jeoy, 
as far a... the Lo..AngeJes 
County wai"rwork$ Distrlcta 
a.... concen'M!d. i 

-rbe water table Is dropplng 
an a""rage ot six reet a year," 
says Joe Oosney, malntell/UK'O! 
and operations superintendent 
for the nine waterwork$ dis· 
IIicts In this anoa. 

Costley work$ direet.ly under 
1-(..., Putnam. manager of the 
Los Angeles County. Water· 
works Districta. Cosney Is 
probably the best.quall!led 0/). 
!Wrver of local groundwat.,r 
conditions heal..... the JocaI 
waterworks dlstricta keep de­
tail~ records on the 39 wells 
rl'quired to meet p...."..nt waleI' 
demands in this area. 
. Th<'Sll! well record., are more 
than enough to dl"pel any 
doubt that AnteloPe Valley 
needs supplemental water 

from the State Water Project 
through the propo!led A VEK 
dlstribuUon system, 'n\at's 
why the eight _If!'rworks di$. 
tricta that .~ wllhln the 
boundaries of the Antelope 
Valley·EasI Kern W.ter Agen· 
cy haY!! already signed a con.. 
tract for this .....Ier through 
thci A VEK symem. 

Cosney poinls out that his " 
job Is not Ilmlled to making 
sure his cus10mern have plen· 
ty of waler. II's also Impor· 
tant to provide this water- at 
lowest cos1:, he empl:\asizel<. 
ThIs .Is .nother reuon, says 
Manager Putnam. why the 
eight wa terworks dlstric\... .re 
looldng rorward to _ter 
from AVEK. 

Putnam explains that It 
costs a gn!a t deal to keep 
Jow,erjng pumps and ,drilling 
new wells as the water table 
<Irop3. For example, a typleaI 
""W pumping st.tion Is estl· 

malf!'d to coat In the range of 
$150.000. But that's only part 
of the high cost of pumping 
water from the ~lng 
groundwater basin. he adds. 
Ead! .ddltional toot of un." 
costa moft, in electridly, ,and 
this .dded cost bu to be pass­
ed on to water -. 

Oosney'_p that AVEK wa: 
tel' will be IIOId to the water­
works dIstrkta at about the 
pt-nt a~ cost of pump. 
InC water lrom \be cround. 
Balled on water aeheduJes ... 
nouneed by AVEK, Uds sup. 
plemental _ter- cost wm''bII! 
....!atively stable In \be yea.... 
ahead, .. oompan!tl with .:on­
stanl1y·ris!ng -u that would' 
result !rom eontinuinc to 
pump the dlstrlcta" total needs 
!rom die powt4. 

Putnam IIII)'lI a good way to 
explain the value of the AVEK 
system to tbe watel'works dis­
tricts Is to thlnk ot A VEK as 

-County: AVEK· Plan -Best 

Los Angeles County En· 

Rineer John L.mble, who 
h<'ads the Los Angeles County 
Waterwork$ Districts In Ante­
lope Valley, says the Water· 
works Districts have contract· 
cd 10 """,Ive State Project 
water through the AVEK wa· 
t"1' project In accordance with 
" Iong·established pattern. 

The Waterworks Districts 
provide water to _11 OVer halt 
1he present population within 
Antelope Valley·East Kern. 

Lambie told a Lancaster 
m""'ting Ihis week that the 
Waterworks Districts prcf('r 
10 obtain supplemental water 
through ··wholesale'· suppliers 
such as AVEK. a method he 
termed "very satisfactory". 
He said the Waterworks 01,.. 
1 ri<'ts operate on this basi. 
elsewhere In Los Angeles 
County. contracting wltl> sud!. 
wholesale' .geneles as the 
MetropoUtan Water DlsU'iet of 
Soutbem California. He said 
AVEK Is the rounterpart to 
MWD In this ........ 

Add"",sing II. water seminar 
sponsored' by the Antelope 
Valley lJOard or TMlde, Lambie 
""w advantllges In meeting 
loaaI water needs through re- ' 
gional water agencies suell as 
AVEK, pointing out: • 

"Because they include large 
areas, they can make plans 
and solve thci probl.,ms of thci 

• deliVery 	of watet better than 
many smaller purveyors sud! 
all Waterworks Distrietll. eaeh 
of which serves a Ilm1t~ 
area." 

Lambie added that the local 
Wnt"rworks Districts couldn't 
bring In State Pro)",,( water 
on their own ev.c-n it they 
wanted 10 b<!<-ause the full sup­
ply ot Slale PI'ojec! has been 
contracted. with no water 
available here e"""PI the quan­
tity a1....ady purchased by 
AVEK. 

Lambie p .... isM the AVEK . 
plan. noUng that It was devel· 
o~ In coopera!!on' with the 
Waterworks Districts. He said 
the Waterworks Districts were 
also lIetiw In pnwldlng studl<'8 

whleh led to the f...,.,.tloa of 
,AVEK more than ten years 
aga. 

Acoordlng to the Water­
works Dtstriebl dIiet, the wa· 
tel' pricing polielea -.dopted by 
thci bocu:<I. of ~ ot Ante­
lope VaIIeY.·EeuI: Kern Water­
Agenq ani "'VftY. lI!qultabie 
and reuoiWiIe.... Because of 
thea pridn,r poJldeIt, be ex· 
p~ it will be more -.. 
omlClll and In the belt Inter-· 
eats of ·tbe PQWc to purctWie 
Imported _ter to lIIUPPly the 
needa ot fllture growth rather 
!ban drilling new wells. 

Lambie eoncludcd tlls local 
presentation wltb! :this warn· 
ing; ";'{.~ ·tt ~..~"'~ 

"AS eng[neer for the Wat..... 
works DIstrlo:!ts, we .tiM very 
coneem.ed wltll iN future of 
1he ...... and know that 1m· 
port~ water is :nee.sed, not 
only to ....ppcrtthe .,.--nt 
populati_ aDd _umptlve 
use, but It is Imperative to 
support tht'! an t1 cl pa ted 
arowth of the _­

taking the plaCe of _ral 
new _Ila. 
. . The hlittory of the LotI An· 
gO!'Jes County Waterwottu J:)i&. 

tricta.'which are a funetion of 
the ottloe of LotI AnceJes 
County ~ John Lam­
bie, paralJeb the crowtb of, 
the Antelope Valley, 

The nnot wat«w0rk8 district 
In this .rea. DistrIct " In Lan· 
easter,- _bItidaed In m9. 

,At that time, Dlstrlct " In­
cluded 1.510 acres. Due to eon­
dnual .......xadonll. It _ in­
cludes nearly :u.000 ao'eIIo' lIS 
~ valuatloa hila grown 
from $1,310.000 to more !haft 
$65,000,000. Dlstrlct " _ baa 
1().290 lierviee ~ • 
t............sowo ~_r th.. 
1.322 homes and bllat_ It 
""rved as _lIy as l.951­

Keeping up with the w~er 
needa of lIUdt a" dynamie area 
Involves more problema than 
just drilling more _1Ia and 
deepenlnc e:datlnc _Us.. CQs. 
Dey explains. One of the most 
critical problema La In main· 
(ainlng thci lIblUty of 1m. sy. 
(em 10 meet peak demands. 

SInee water woe YIlr\es from 
month to month__n as 

!rom hour to hour-the .,.. 
tem must haw the capabl.llty 
to handle to creat deal more 
than the .veragO!' dally quan· 
titles required. Explalnlng the 
ups.and-downs In Wa\A!l' u,"", 
Cosney n!'pol1s that dally con­
sumption -.l:,"r person will 

ranee trom II low of. 80 gal· 
loris to a hleh 01 OYer 300 
pIIona, eomputed on a month­
ly average. '."., dally l and 
hourly v.rlationa' ..... much 
more extnme than that, he 
addL 

The .".tern hila to bII! de­
IIfCne4 and operated 10 pr0­

vide all the _k'r demanded 
during the peak hour of the 

; i-k day of the peak month. 
Thls _ a system Iargf!' 

enouch to hafttDe n;oe or six 
Umd ..' mucll __ .. the 

IIYft1lce dally eonsumptlon.
In aplte of thci __ ot 

the operaUcma of the -- ­
worka dlstrieta III the Ante­
lope Valley, all JIirIeo of them 
..... maintained and operated 

...,lth a total of only 35 ...... 
pIo)"!S" Including, ortloe pe... 
~ W.ter bills are pre­
pared at the w.te.....orics ca. 
trIeta' LtlII Angeles ortloe 
through WIle of electnlole dala 
proeesslng equlpment. 

eo.ney ays the compara· 
tl"""'y low peniIOnnel overhNd 
Ia made pouIble only beeause 
of die efflelent perfonnaneeof Individual ..It members 
.nd the use of telelMtty and 
.utorrlatk ..".tems control 
equipment. on- electro­
mechanical systems make It 
poaIbie 10 monitor the open. 
tiona oC'alI nine Ioeal_ter· 
works dlstricta from C'eIItra1 
headquarters .t 419 west Ave. 
J In Laneaster. 

.......... .., A¥ar: CIti8eM_ W........ ...... 
CIIertes W. ,.,....'a__ E.adhe e II .....: ..... 

AI1IOId and Chef Y,....... _1MIImMw: ~,c. 
H~, '-' JItn .IacboIt, ..-..c. C~ 

MHIIIen: .... ArnICIiMr..... low.. Sr....... L 
IIock, I4It ..... F. S. , ...., CarIN. W. J. c.-tt. 

. WhIr c.tw. L.ry a.bole. GiHInI C•• T_ .,.." 
Wn.. Oak, ~ ..... GII'.,II............... r.-k 
GocIft, c.t Hllgettfeldt, P.,., ..w-, WIII_ No ..... 
,., Jr.. Iob·GrfIe. Dr. _., A.. ..... .......,....,. a.rt 
McKee, Larrr ..... c. _ sa............... 
"'.Is. DH wu.... Hcny WMII. " 

-
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PROPOSED AVEK WATER 

.••. ,..TREATMENT AND' DISTRfBUTION 
FACILITIES ' ,I,. 
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LEGEND 
W, T. P. • WATER TREATMENT PLANT 

AVEK .Project to Serve Nearly.Everybociy 

As explained on page 2. one of the major advantages ~f 

the AVEK water project is that it wi'll provide the most ';"ater 

to the most people at lea$t cost. 

The bo~d issue on which you will be voting Tuesday will 

, finance construction of the system shown above, This system 
will make high-quality supplemental water available to more 
than. 90.~. of the people now living in the area, Water systems' 
serving every mejor community within AVEK have contracted 

to buy this new water,if voters approve the AVEK project, 

Besides serving most of the people now living here, the' 

AVEK project is designed to make supplemental water avail­

able to many localities where water demands are expected to 
grow during the next few yeers. This means that futur~ expan­
sion of the, economy can occur where it is most desirable from 

the ~tandpoint of the best human environment. and will not be 
restricfed to limited areas' where water is presently available. 

:rhis kind of broad planning for the future would not be 
possible without the existence of a r~gional agency ~uch as 
AVEK. . 

, \ 

Af present. AV~ has contracted with local wat.r systems 
nrving the followi.ng communities: Lancaster. Rosamond, Gor­
men, Hughes-Elizabeth lakes. Mojave, Sun Village, De.erfLalce, 
Adon, Boron, Quartz Hill, Desert View Highlands. leona Valley 
arid Pearblossom. ,I . 

WIt.n'in op.fation, the AVEK system will also relieve the 
present groundwater overdraft; in conjunction with similar sys .. 
te'ms to be operated by Palmdale Irrigation District and Uttle­
rock Creek Irrigation 'District. All thre.systems are nec."ary 
to solve local wat.r problems. PWS-0138-0003
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Here 'are 


WlfV no WE NI£ED 
/~(OR"; WATER'!' 

Thc only,lo('al source of wa· 
t!'!· lor Antelope Valley·East 
J<<'nt I. wal...r pumped by 
",eUs from gmundwaler bas· 
Ins. This ""ppJy is limited. 
Our area I. sleadlly growing 
nnd we arc using about twice 
as mudl waleI' irom the 
ground as nnlurc Is putting 
back. Thl. Is called "ground· 
\vater oV(,l'drt!-fltt and causes 
""\''''1'0.1 undesirable efCC()ls: 
(l) As Ihe groundwater Jevel 
drops, shallower weli" dry up: 
(2) It is nc()('ssnry to spend 
more money to deepen wells 
and pay the' added costs o( 
lifting wat...r from deeper In 
the ground: (3) as the ground. 
waleI' supply goes down, the 
quality o.t the water tends to 
get worse lind mny enuse de. 
terloration or the entiro 
groundwater supply; and (4) 
the lack of an assured water 
supply pl'events growtlI and 
llmlts e111ploym...nt opportunl.
lies. 

WHAT WILL lfAPPEN'IF 
WE DON'T GET II-IORE 

WATER? 
. WaleI' bill. would k<!('p go­
Ing up as groundwater levels 
dC'cJine while the quality ot' 
water In your home would de. 
t"rlol·ate. There would be se. 
rlous economic consequences. 
111 the nelli' future we would 
have to cut baCk our Water 
use by 50% to stop ground. 
water overdraft. Municipal 
water service would be avail. 
able to less than one.hal! the 
present population, and In ad. 
ditlon, more than 20,000 acres 
of farmland would go out ot 
prodUction. When thIs happen. 
cd, it is obvious what would 
happen to the value ot homes 
and business<!~, as wen as 
jobs. 

IS l\IORE WATER 
AVAILABLE TO UST 

The California aqueduct ot 
the State Water Project is 
now almost completed alol1ilf 
!~ southern e.tge Of AVEK ' 
'rhis ...anal wlll be fUled with 
water trom Northern Califor. 
nia ea"ly in 1972 - water that 
we have purchased to meet lo­
cal water needs , 

A VEK has a contract 'for> 
138,400 acre lcct of> this water 
yearly (nearly 46 billion pl. 

~~~;Sun:rh:~is =~c\~:; 
been paying a proportionate 
share of the costs of the State 
Water Project since, 1963 and 
will con tlnue to do so lor the 
next 63 years. At thIs time, 
~VEK people have invested 
more than $4',4 million In the 
State Water Project. 

1I0W' CAN WE MAKE USE 
. . OF TJIIS NEW 
UIPOR'rED WATER! 

It Is ,up to the people 01 
A VEK to .1lnance 'and build 
the system required to take 
OUl' water' lromtlIe Camornla 
aqueduct lind deliver It where 
II Is needed. A plan to build 
t1ll3, system, the "AVEK Wa· 

This pictorial graph shows the seriousness water basin, a move thllt would prove cost­
of the loul groundwater overdraft. and ly> to the public-probably as e"pensive as 

. why State Project water i. needed through providing' all the supplementel weter we 
the AVEK distribution system. AI the wafer need. Experh wern that as the groundwater 
table drops, household water 'bills increase. level continue. to drop, exparienc,e indio 
Also, there i. .trong likelihood of court cates that water quality will wors"n. 
action to limit pumping from the ground. 

ter DistrIbution System," has cy. When the' AVEK wlltel' Inrgt!~t shore O'f COlltll ,tor 
been developed by the Ante· project Is completed' the COltlS building thc AVEK water,proJ' 
lope. Vallcy·East Kern Water ot wllter and the facllltlell ect will be paId by Industries 
Agency. It has iaken five needed to take It where It Is 'and landowners. HO'meowners 
years to develop thIs plan. nceded will be paId tor will pay smllllcr dollar shares 
The seven members or the through (1) water sales (2) o! the COlltll .and win benefit 
board ot directors ot AVEK property taxes. greatly In teMllll O'f home 
(who are chosen through pub­ valueR, job~, and houschald 

WIlY WON'T TJIE COSTSlic election) used the protes· water bills kept low by amp!le
OF THE NEW WATER BEslonal services ot tcchnlcal ex· watcr supplies.
PAID ENTIRELY BY TIIOSEperts of national reputation. WlfAT IS TIlE RI!:I.ATIO~·. wno USE IT DIRECTLY'!'In order to build the tlrst SIIIP BE'lWEEN PAY·phase of the A VEK water Everybody In A VEK now 

l\IEN'1'S FOR TIlE STATEproJecyit Is necessary that gets his water from the same 
\VATER PROJECT ANDAVEK residents approve the source-the groundwater 'bas. 

TnE ,AVEK WATERsale of general obligation ·Jns. People using > Ihe 'new 1m· 
PKOJECT'!'bonds In the total amount of ported water will qult pump­


$-19 mUllon. Ing Irom the underground, Under terms of the A VEK 

leavIng more ot thnt water for , contract, and basic to our par·

WlIO WlLL USE THIS ,tlclpa!lon In the Calltornlaother ~~ 'Slnee everYoneNEW' JMPOR~ED 
wlll ~4et1t from relieving 'Water ProJect" we' arc, obll· 

WATEB SUPPLY! groundwa1Jer over\lraft. It I. gated to make annual pay­
A VEK will 'wholesalc' water fall' \hat everyone should poy ments averagln&, more than 

to existing loeal watcr corn· a share of the lXlsts. $4 million per year for the 
panles who win In turn deUver 'EquatIy Importrult,tru; ava.ll· . next 65 year.. This obll,iatlon
water to liomes and factories. ability, a! more water for exists without regard to' how 

A VEK has ,sIgned water A VEK Is a "must" for a pros· . much' water we buy: Obvious. 
service contracts with these perous Iuture The promIse ot ly there III no way to.elmlnate 
local water companies and dis·· adequate water has under· this minimum ebltgation. 

. tricts who serve 00% of the 
wrlt~n the growth we have WOULD WE SAVE MONEYpopulation in the area. Those had, 1Is arrival wlU fullull IF WE DON'T ButLD THEwho live In Lancaster, Boron, that promise and provIde the AVEK WATER, PROJECT!Rosamond, MOjave, Desert 
base lor future <levelopment.Lake, Sun Village, Quartz There la, no question that 

Hill, Gorman, Acton, Lake Everyone benefits, wage earn· . tor maklng use O'f 1m·costs
el'S, water usera'.largo andHuglIes, Leona Valley, Hi Vis.' ported water will be less thnn
small, 'and. those. who haveta, Lake Loa Angeles or Pear· the costs: of COlrtfilulng to
Invested, In Antelope Valley's blossom have a vItal &take In "mine" the local ,it'OUndwater 
future.the AVEK water project be· ,ba.~lnll. Tills, takes 'intO' • con­

cause their local water sys' WUAT \VlLL TIlE AVEK lIlderatlon l1'!Il!reaalng cOst. fO'r' 
tems are relying on A VEK as PROJECT COST' . pumping groundwater as Well' 
the source ot their next water TilE HOMEO'WNER'l M the economle reversala that 
supply can be eXpected with an> In·.If your home' 1.11 worth 

adequate water supply ot un·110W WILL WE $20,000 on today's market, 
certain quality. ,rAY FOR TinS' your lamlly's >share Of the ad· ~ > 

N";W WA'J,'ER SOPPLYT ditlonal cost: of atabllhlnrr and WII.L TJIB. AVEK WATER 
At the present Ume AVEK's ensuring our wattr> supply I"RO.JF..cT INCREASE lID' . 

share of State Water Project would be about $lS per year, '. WATER BlLL' 
'costs Is being paId by taxes Because property taxes are AVEK will aieUJmported wa· 

on property wI.\hln the Aeen· based . on, property vat,Uet, . the . tel' 10 local water companies 

. ' 

and districts for tbe .me as 
present average cOata' for 
pumping water trom the un· 
derground. Therefore, use of 
Slate Project water shoUtd not 
Increase your water bID, 

The cost ot pumPing water 
from wclls Is Increasing all. 
the time. AVEK '.xpeets the, 
price ot waleI' trom th. AVEK • 
wat.r project will be relative­
ly constant. Besides auuring 
water, a 8'CCondary pUrp<llle of 
the AVEK waleI' project Is 10 
stabilize water ('osts tor the 
consumer. 

ISN'T TIIERE SOME OTlmR 

WAY TO SOLVE OUR 

WATER DF..FJClENCY! 


The Slate Water Project I" 
the only practical IOlutlon. It 
has been supported 8trongly 
and lXlnsl8tenlly by Antelope 
Valley·East K...-n people tor 
twO' decades lor thla reason. 
If the State Water Project 

had not been UDder lXlnstruc· 
tlon during the past several 
years, the Antelope Valley. 
East Kern area would be re· 
turnlna to desert today. The 
promISe >of water from the 
State Water Project has un· 
derwrltten the new Jobs and 
Investments, espectaUy In av!o 
atlon and aerospare, llOW In 
Antelope Valley. 

It voters do not approve the 
bond Issue to finance the sys· 
tern nceded to distribute this 
water, many'tace loss ot. Jobs 
nnd businesses and home... 
Those wlIo Invest money and 
create employment wlU not 
tllkc a chance on an area that 
won't solve Its water pm!). 
lerns. 

WHEN IT IS ALL SAID 

AND DONE, ISN'T THE 


BOARD OF AVEK SAYING 

THImE IS NO OTHER 


PRACTICABLE WAY TO 

F.N8VRE ADEQUATE 


WATER FOR ANTI!:l.OPE 

VALLEY·EA.8T KERN, AND 

, TJIEREBY TIlE FtrI'VRE 


OP>TIiE ABitA, ' 
A8 a matter O'f tact this Is 

so. Without water adequate to 
our nOOds, our area (or an), 
area) callnot grow, You have 

. to cut your acttv!tl" to inatch 
your' water' supply, Los Ange­
les today WIIS assured 70 years 
ago when leedera of those 
days started plannlng a water 
supply tram the Sierras, and 
40 yeara ago' when they .,Ian· 
ned to get water tram the 
Colorado; and 20 yean ago 
wtw;n' they planned the Call· 
forma Water Project. 

The development.of Ante· 
lope> Valley Is based· O'n the 
promlae of .adequate .water' 

. througb> the ~tomfa 'Water 
Plan. Witt are trulY, morally 
obllrated . to make rood on 
our, promlae. If we 40 not. we 
can expect· cutbMka to tnatch 
our exlstlng l.oeal water sup­
PUc.. and' by .anY _ure 
those l.oeal water: IlUppUelI 11ft 
completely Inadequate seept 
for the :wwe.t level '1f activity. 

of, PWS-0138-0004
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Ed'l'onston Pumping Plant, now almod completed, will lift State Project 'use ofState P~oject wat., her;; II the AVEK p,oject is not built. the future 
water over .he Tehachapi Mountains On its way toward the Antelope V.I. cosh of continuing groundwate,oyerd,aft, plus the 10c.1 share of costs for 
ley. Said to be the world's largest pumping plant, this installation is one of tho State Wat.r Project, will b. substantiaIlY.'J,eale, than the fot.1 cosh 
the many facilities of Ihe Stale Project that loeal people will be helping' for making use of this supplemental "'!'al.r. 
pay for, whother or ,not voters appr~ve the AVEK. water project ,to make 

People Unite for Water· Solution

\ 

r 
Support tor the A VEK wa· ,,,ken oHiclal aNions suPPOt·t­ Lancaster, Palmdale, Sun VIl· EMt Kern WaleI' Agency to plan being offered. Those at­

ler project bond Issue has Ing n "yes'" \totc, nlong with lage, Leona Valley, Aclon, explain detaIls of Its plan to tending were liven lull op· 
the Los, Angeles County Fed· Lake Hughes, East Side 'and all Interested cltl7.enS. In nu· pol'lunlty to Uk questionscome trom virtually every 
e..atlon of Laber and the Kern, West 'Slde lu-ens, Mojllv(', 'r'erous public, meetings, and propose othet' eoluttons.

googrophle area and economic Inyo and Mono Counties Cen­ North Edwnrd~, Rosamond, AVEK spokesmen' revealed Thus, wilen the .present 
group in Antelope Valley·East t ral Labor Council. Boron and Edwards. Hundreds nil a.pects of the project go· AVEK watet' project was 
Kern. Public oWcJals bnddJ'lg' the of other people have formally Ing before voters on Tuesday, adopted by the AVEK board 

water project Include Los An­ declared their support for 'the InCluding cosls. At these of . jllrcctors and. an. electionltcsolutionsurglng a "YN'" 
yote have OOcn adopted by geles County SuperVisor War' ' , A VEK project. 'AVEK, public meetings, alter. " called, the proponl had ai­

chambers of commerce, labor ron Dorn, Asssemblymen Kent" This widespread ,uppor! Is naUve , ,plans were also ex· ~ady been subjected to ex· 
tenslve pub1lc examination.unions, real elftnte organlza. Stacey and the K<:>rn County due In large Plll't to ettorl~ plalned, with reasons why Also, Ihe plan had alreadytions; hOmC'Owoors,' pro!es~lon­ l30ard oi Supervisors. made over a, long perIod or Ihese alternatives were c<7h. ,talned strong support trom aal clubs and many otMr or­ AVEK Citlums for Watcr time by the Antelope Valley. sldered less desirable than the large number of local people. lI'ani7.ations repreSC'ntlng nenr· 

and Jobs, thc volunteer groupIy every occupation. 

taking Ihe le~.i In secklng ap­
Both the Palmdale and Lan­

caster Chambers of Commerce prov!!'plthe AVEK project at 

have recommended approval Tuesday's election, includes on 

of the project. its Exccutive Committee hard· 
 -Bonds Consider,edthe-pnly

Numerous local unIons have working rCjll'cSentatlves from 

Water, Recreation Slated .Practical Finance-,···Method' 
Why Is the AVEK 'water pay It over a period ~l years ture taxpayer. get a "/ree.If AVEK Proiect Wins project, like nearly all public as we use the project (or ride"? 


works pl-ojeets, to be flnnnced home).. . By using bond ftnancing, the 

It voters approve the AVEK' ervolr 'was not Included In 01'­ through sale of bonds? SInce It's obvious that W(' costs of the A VEK wate!- Prol­

water project at Tuesday's 'lglnal planning. tor the Slate One good IllU1wcr lies In the must borrow money tor large . eet can be repa1d fn'lInIlll.an. 
election, It will set the slage reasons why people borrow colUltruction~. wbettl.er It's a nual payments that WUl'eoatWater Project. In the begin­

•nlng, the Department of Wa­ money to buy homes. If: we home or· a publlewol-ks proj· the typical taxpaJ\!ra leila thanfor an outstanding water· ree· ter Resources planned to pro, couldn't spread 'the cost 01 our eel, the que II t Ibn then be- the lnereau'ln ....... coats
,'Cation facUlty within mlriute8 vide peaking capacity for the home over 20 or '30 years, few eomes: what Is t'he cheapeSt. ,that .can be expec:ted,lf the 
, of Lancaster and Palmdale. A VEK system from Cedar of us could ever own one. way to borrow roOMy? project Is nOt .boUt. Also, pea-

The ,S tat e of CalifornIa Springs reservoir In San Ber­ Let'a compare that to the In the case or AVEK, gen· pie who come he\'e latel'.and 
nardino County. However, in·plans to build a 25,000 acre­ A VEK project. This WIll be an ernl oblIgation' boncJs have' enjoy-the benetltll of the 'proJ. 

toot lake In the Falrmont dependent. studies by AVEK asset to tbls area for much OOcn found to be t'IIe'cheapest ect will pay thel;'" prollft'
Buttes area to augment the longer than the average hOme. 'way. Other borrowing ,meth. ;. shares 01 the eoIIt.detet'mlncd thnt construction 
distribution . facilities of tlte of Buttes Reservoir would ac­ It will _ serve, hundreds,of ' ods, lllich as "lease' back" ar·,' ,There III anotheI"ma,tOl' ed· 
AVEK project. This large res· ' complish two worthwhile (1)., '; , rangements, ~ .•....;~ ...!thousands of people wIlo are WOUld. be ,:more .'vt~a:.~Atrom ~.",
ervolr, to be financed by the JooUves. .FIrst, It· would pro­ not ,.at born. And IIke.- houR,·-" expelllllve; ,_, ., ~J',: _ ...v "...... _, _ 
State, will Increase the ablllty vIde ',the necessary peeking lis cOsls will all ooeur Inth<! "But there's another good ,suring enouall. ioo4 Ciu&/lt3i'
of H!.e AVEK system to deliver "capacity at less cost, and Bee' beginning - llt the time It's reason why bond flnaiictng ts water, th• .A'V:I!:IC prafect WU1 
peak demands. The rosel"Yolr ondly, It would g1ve, Antelope built. , , so frequently used In. publle mak4!' po .....l. __Ie 
win be open to rooreatiorlal de· Valley people with nearby Even If It WIllI falr to build works proj~. Most of: tfIem. growth here. TIda wDl expMda 
velopment, which could be ac­ water recreation site that will" . illte A VEK water project on .a like the A VEK water p(OJeet, !be ,tax bue._~'11Ienlont, to­
complished with fUJIds ap· so-called "PIlY-as-you-go" basis, are designed to serve people, day's taXpa)'Wl'll can look tor·greatly 'enhance th~.. entire 
proved by CaUtornla 'vOters at area. It couldn't be done", Just as m lor many.generaUona In the _rd~ to ...... J!Iddnlr'UP 
lut November's generol elec· But It won't happen unleilll m04Jt .of WI. couldn't pay'. tor . future. Why. then, mould IX»- more and more of the "proJect 
tIon, lhe AVEK water project Is ap­ our home.s that way, We have day's taxpayers be asked to repayment -oIIIlptlOll hi t1Ie 

ColUltraet1on of Buttei ·nes· proved. to borrow'tM :rtfoney, and re- pay .aU~e (.'\)Sts? ShOuld fu· tutUN, 
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S~raight '·~Ikabout 'taxes· 

Whenever the subject of spending corries up, 'taxpayers start takin9 a c1oseloolc. 

, . ~ 

A~dth~t's go~d, be'cause there see~s to be so, m~ch g~ve~n~-~';i';-~;~di~~th~t-i~'~;t"~;rlh it. If tax­

payers didn't squawk, we'd be in a sorry state. 

, , 

This may seem like a funny w~y for people to' talk who want you to vote '''yes'' for a bond 'issue. But th., 

h~ndreds~f yohr friends and neighbors who are -;"orking t~gether to get 'the AVEK water project going a~.
'. ~ . . .. ". ..;. 

taxpayers just like you. We're just as concerned as 'you are about taxes. .' ,v 

So let's look at the AVEK project in the light of taxes. No ';'snow job". just straight faets. 

The tax cost to you for building the, AVEK project, a,nd providing the water we 'need to survive her., 

can be pinned down pretty closely. That's because tlie language of the issue you'" be voting on Tuesday contllins' 

a tax limitation dause. It says'that AVEK c'annot sell bonds in excess, of 7-'12 per cent of the assessed valu'eof 

the, Agency. Ther~'s'nothing wjshy~washyab?ut that. It's a real tight lid on taxes. What it means is that' when 

you're told the tax will be so much, you can depend on it. 

So how much is the tax going to be? 

On a home with a 'market value of $20,000: the yearly tax will amount to about $15. True, that's' not 


much when you 'consider what we're getting for our mo ney. It's less tha~ ,a nickel. a day per family. But it's still 


a tax cost. Could we save this nickel-a~day by turning down the AVEK water,system? 

, ' 

, Without qu~stion, the ","swer is "no", If we don't bring in the water we need to relieve our ground. 
( , 

water overdraft, we all know that our total tax base isn't going ,to grow much more, and it will eventually start 


to shrink as different areas begin running out of usable -water. Many of ~ur long.term public expenditures are 


based on reasonable growth in the tax base. When this doesn'f happen, the tax lood storts building up on 


existing taxpoyers-like us. 


This is a generality, so we had a researcher see what it might mean in dollars. He told us that if our 
, ... 

tax base stops growing-=-as it surely' will without more water-existing homeowners (we're still, tolking about a 


$20,000 house' will find their tax bills increased by more than $50 a year. And this. is WrrHOUT water. 


Now, let's think about building the AVEK project without ANY taxes• 
...,."r , ; '. , ' .. 

This would be an expensive fiasco-for, homeowners throughout the Agency. As an example, the totol 

assessed value in lancaster and Quartz Hill combined amounts to 18 per cent of the total tax base of AVEK. 

Turning it around, ~2 per cent of the cost of building the AVEK system as now 'proposed will be repaid by other 

, property owners, most of whom are not homeowners. Many of them live outside this orea. Yet locol homeowners 

will benefit the first and the most from solving o~r wat~r problem.. ..... 

If lancaster were to "go it alone" in bringing in State Project wate'r it's easy to understand why 


the cost to the individual family would be a great deal more than it' will ,be under th.ecomprehensive AVEK plan. 


These are the tax facts about the AVEK project, and we can back them up. That's why we ~an tell 
you with complete honesty: 

"a vote YES will cost·you L_SS" , 
.. 

AVEK Citizens ,for Water and Jolts 

Charles W. Taylor, Chal..... PWS-0138-0006
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Bad Water Threatens Future 

Dall! Newton nnd t.~1TY 

Grllngl!r think backers o[ the 
AVEI{ wal.. r proj(oct are tin· 
"erstallng the probl<'m wl1('n 
"",y warn that local wnt"r 
qunlHy rould gel wO""e in th" 
ful",'" if we don't bring in 
Stat<' Projl!ct water. 

"It looks 10 us like our 
grotlndwat('r has h<'cn I!,'tllng 
\VOI'~ tor n long tim!'," tht·y 
told ehnrl". W. Taylor, chair· 
man or AVEl{ Cili....n" for 
Wal.". and Jobs. "We don'! 
Ihink this problem Is ort in 
lire fulure at all. It's h"I'" 
110\\·... 

Ne,,10n and Grnn!:"r ollght 
to. know. 'rhey op"ra!!, lJig 
Vnll('y Plumbing and Suppll"", 
Ine., of Palmdale and Lancas· 
tel'. Th"y inslall and service 

• 1111 kinds of wah'r,uslng "quip· 
m<'nl and nppllanC<'•. Newton 
MYS he· hM noticed a steady 
- and alarming -- incre""., 
In mifl<"rnlizalion Irom ground· 
",at!'!' now h<'lng used in 
ho",,,,, and business"" in Ih" 
Valley. He says hI' can'l Ihink 
of any reason for It olhcr 
than Ihe steady decline in the 
groundwater table. 

Newton told Taylor about 
II lnrg.. bu!<lness establishment 
which. in Ihe past, had to de­
lill'\(' Its h<'allng boll.,... about 
on{'(,- in tf\n years. Then, he 

snit!. this boiler had to h<' 
deanl'd yearly. The Insl cleAn· 
ing job, he revealed, Ia.~ted 

juxt th~c months. 
N"wton SIIy~ he hasn't h<'en 

nille 10 dclC'rmlnc exactly why 
,,,) much watM'·us\ng equip­
m<>nt Is getting "gummed up" 
fll~1"J' these days. But he su,.. 
!,"cl. th" pl'Oblem Isn'l going 
to gN any h<'tter unlll Stnte 
I'mj""t water arrives through 
th" AVEK system. 

Grnng.. r said Big VaDey 
Plumbing i" collecllng water 
sampl.... throughout the area, 
hOl,lng to lea1'n why so much 
home piping Is delM'lorating. 
He snid til" probll!m is h<'com· 
in~ critical and expensive for 
homcown(l'rs. with even copper 
pj,~ now b<-ing ea.ten away. 

Taylor pointed out I'hat wa· 
ter from Ihe State Water 
PI'ojecl is <,xpeeled to h<' of 
"x"<'plionally high qunlity, lit 
It'nsl "'lual 10 the h<'st wlIl{'r 
pumped rrom the lorel ground· 
wnt("r hasin in P:lst ycnr,q. 

The thr!'nt 10 this lU'l'~ fl''Orn 
bad quality wat"r Is p<'rhaps 
as serious as Ihe pl'Obl .. m of 
not having ('nough water. In 
several communitit's here to' 
day, the quality or, wntt'r 'b<'­
ing delivt'rt'd to homes is very 
elo-,,' to the point of con· 
oemmllion by h<>alth authol" 

itj~!<l. This wa~ foreseen .:v~nrs 

ago in a ''''po''! (!'Om Ih" U.s. 
Gffil()git~ SU1·V(~Y. 1ilC ~tudy 

on which this r«p<')l:"t was: 
based found large pol·lion. of 
!'he Antelope Valley·Eas! Kern 
groundwater basin lad",n with 
water 01 unusable quality. In 
one locality, groundwate;' Wall 
lound to he just a few 1""" 
centage points helleI': than 
O("("an water. 

This pr,2l>lt"m can't help 
getting worse as our gl'Ound' 
water overdraft ronllnues. Be· 
cause so much waleI' has h<'en 
pumped out trom un<l .. r Lan. 
eM!..r and other population 
centers, the now of ground· 
water has turned toward these 
pumping depl'esslons. simply 
be.'auS<!. of gravity. A !:Teat 
<.\(."al ()t Ihis inromlng water Is 
.."tr<'mrly bad. And It get" 
\Vor's~ a!O i1 moves through the 
underg-,"()und ~tl'uclures.. 

l1t'cause of thill alarming 
\\':lI{'r, lJunlity probl('m. it i" 
"esld... the point 10 argue 
aboUI how mud, wal.. " III lert 
in the groundwal{'.. basin. 
Th..re Is little question that 
most of it will h<' wOI'lhless 
long h<' fore It is gone. 

The only solution is to bring 
In good quality water through 
the AVEK Project to stop tht' 
grandwatel' ovel·draft. 

Local Water Systems are 

Hoping for .AVEKProject 


If nnyone doubls tl,at Ante· slonal water man in Quartz is getting sud, slt'ong support 
lope Valley·East Kem needs Hill put It: from R 0 sam 0 n d, Mojave, 
more water I h 1'0 ugh the "The,'I"s no point In ddlling North Edwards, Dt'sert Lake 
A VEK waleI' project, the most more wells. They would just and Boron. 
aUlhoritative answer Is avail· sleal waler from each oth.,.,. ... In Boron, Ihe local wat.. r 
able lrom the many local wa· One of the water suppliers lIyslem has already h<'en fore· 
ter companl~s and districts in Quart2. Hill Is now buying ed to bring wa«'1' from wells 

·which deliver water to hom('-. well water It'om an adj11C<!nt five miles away because local 
and busInesses, arca at substantially higher wells have "Ithcr given out. 

cost Ihan will h<' charged tor started producing water of un,Vlater s)' s t e m ~ serving 

('very major eomrnunily in the usu·ble qualilY, 01'
walcffrom the A VEK proj",·!. both,' Even 

This is only 11 stop-gap solu· Ihe distant newer wells al'"area have contracted to buy 
tion, however, h<'oouse tne ad· produ<'ing water Of mar'ginalSlate Project wal"r through 


the AVEK wal(,1' project. 
 jacent Rl'<'"as are -also having quality. H Slate Project wat"r 
to pump deeper for water ev· is not brought to BOI'on soon~These systems pro\~de water 
ery year., the project, 

In the t.~n('asl"r vidnity, local \vatel~ officials are ex­
to more than 90 per cent of through AVEK 

the people living here now. 
spokesmen for the Los An· tremely dubious about a fu·If there was pIe n t y or geles Waterworks Districts ture water supply fur lhat 1m·groundwater available, would make no bones about the n~d po,-tant rommunily.these hard·headed water in· for supplemental w ate r Hosamond and Mojave arc

dustry peopl" h<' looking to through th.. A V'EK systcm. not in as imminent danger
the Slate PI'ojecl ilnd AVEK Their well rIlCOrds show \l,at from bad watC'r as is Boron.
lor water? the groundwator overtlt"aft is But water SUllpH£'I"s in Rosa~ 

The answer,' of eoUI";<>. b;; inel'casing, with the average mond and l\tQjave huve.· taken a 
"no". The I'<'a"on for Ihls ""lid y.,..,rly drop in Ihe watcr table look at the future, their local 
backing lor the AVEK projN.'t nPP!,(>8ching seven Jeet. Not suppHes. and ha\'e signed ul" 
by the local waleI' Industry is only does this kC{ltp incl"easing with AVEK. 

two·fold. It Is obvious thai we 
 the co.q( ot producing Will",. OfflC'ials of Ih" Rosamond 
al'<! over·pumplng our ltround' and dellvel'lng It to hom.... eommuntty fIiluJ'viwM ub.,!I'h-t 
waleI' sapplies, with big de· say Waterworks Dlsll'lels of· say they have (wo choices tor 
clines in the groundwater licials, but It also ,magnifies rhe immedinte futurc! eithpl' 
table "very year. It is also ob· the dangpr of water qualily drill more wells some miles to 
vious that the qua lit Y of deteriol'illng. An official of till. west, wherc watpl' quality 
groundwatC'r in many commu­ the Waterworks Districts haq is better. or solve tht!'h- pt·ob· 
nities Is getllng dangerously wal'ned the local public that lem with AVEK walel·. D,·liI· 
poor. II's a general rule that wat!!r ing '1101'(' wells is ronslde!'ed 

The Quartz Hill area'.ls a quality de g r ad" s a. Ihe only a temp()!'ary relief, h<'. 

good e x amp I e or how the groundwaler supply is de· cause the continuing overdraft 

tt r 0 u n d w at pc r overol'a ft is pl(>tt"t1 0' '\If'' f;:itaJ IT!'f}llndwater bnsin 

Herb Spitzer. Manager of Quarh Hill County Wat.r 

District:"ls olle of mallY weter ,industry profeuionals hare 

who see immediate need for supplemental wat.r through 

the AVEK water project. Water systems in, every rna jor 

community ill Antelope Valley.East Kern have signed con­

trad. to buy water through the AVEK system. These local 

systems serve more than 90 ~/. of the present population. 

What Can Happen if 

AVEK Project Fails? 


through separate systems. 

What would pl'ohably hap· 'probably (orm Impro"Jm('m 
pen If the AVEK waleI' proj· 

ect did not win approval at 

districts 
bring in 

under A VEK and 
State Project waler 

Tuesday's C'1"e\ion? 
This' would be a costly and

One alt('mative would be 10 inadequate solution 10 our 
a.Bow OUt' gl"ound\\,utpr over­ serious w a I e r needs. This 
draft to continue, until the piece·meal approach to solving 
gl'Oundwal('r basin is destroy. local watt''' pt'Qblems was ex· 

plored years ago by AVEK~d, W,hile this would he hap· 
and local waleI' sIIPI,!lers, but

pening, Incal pMple would It was dlsearded h<'eau,.., It 
sufter sC'vPt'e {"('OflOmie dis~ would cost the homCMY'flCr and 

tress. New indust.ries would taxpaY(Ior a great deal more 


shun thi5 area. )ndustri....s: we ,mot'lf'Y than Ihe AVEK proj· 

ect. This kind or unsatlslae·
now have would probably be· 
tory solution would also create 

gin phaAlng out ........ ny of theil' H'.land." wlthtn. AntO'lop4t val· 
ttlHit'l1th, .._ tMf....IU••" vi' leu"" oC I"y.f".,ut "'''''n will"" _uld 
wnt£'r. _'l'axes would in(~f'<"3Se have 5ufficit"nt water, leaving 

most of the area high nnd 
til,),. This, In turn... could lead 

beL'Uuse the tax bas,<!' ('ouldn't 

gl·OW. ·Witt~T bttls \Youhi kCi"p to expensive envIronmental 
rising to meet the costs of. problems. along with Incrca... 
pumping watel' c.·om tiN'",,, In Ing both walet· and 1ax COtIts 
the Ilround. In many localllle8, lor eVt'rybody.
the water would l)('('Ome or 

The AVEK waler project 8.'1"ueh pure quality that it 
now pn>pt'>Sed is not neces·would not be u~.abJ~. 
sltl'Hy 'hr> f",~,'" ,:H 
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Grn",:~r think l,",'ke,.,. or th,. ('i<-nn ... / y"..rly. The lall! de.. n· n~() in tl n',)orl (l'om th!' U,S" 
A VF;K \Vut('r I'ro).'('1 nt'" un· in!: job, he r<"VeWed, laslNl G.~togk SlU'V'-)" "111e study 
derstating .hi' pl'Ohhml whf'U ju~t three months. on which this I'('port wa~ 
Uwy wm'o that J()("{l:I wn1{'r N...wton ""y" he hasn't b<.'<'n bas('d found largr portions or 
qualily ('ould g.,t WOl''''' in Ih... nhle 10 det"rmine exactly why I'll" Anlelope Vall"y·E;ast K""n 
iuful''(' it W(! don't bring in so much waler·using equIp­ groundwater ba.sln lad.,.o with 
Sinh'! Proje<'t wnt~r. m(1)nl is gf'tting "gummed up" wat"r of unusable quality. In 

"/I looks to us lik" our fO'1<>r th""e daY'!. Dut h" su,," one locality, groundwa1et' WaS 

~rnundwtlt{'r has ~(\n J:!('ttin~ PN'ts th... p,'Oblem isn't goIng f()und to be just a f<'W Il"r· 
\Vo,~ tor n long limp," t1wy tf) ~ .... t any tx-Ut'r until Sfa1e centag" po!nL~ belter' than 
told Charl...s W. 'r"yl"r, ehnir· Pt'uje'('( wat('r nrrlves through ~an watt"r, 
In:.n oC AVEJ{ Cilb:l'n.<t for Ih(' AVF.K <yst('m. This problpm can't h..lp 
\Vnh'T :thd Johs. H\Ve (1on·t Crang~r said Big Van"y getting W()rs~ as our ground­
fhink this IH'ohh\Jl1 is of( in Plumhins: is ('oHC<'Ung wat(,f wate-I" overdraft mntinu"'s, EW­
1hC' fU1Ul'{, at nH. If's h('n~ ~ampr4'S Ihroughout (hl" area, cause So much wat("r h:u, ~n 
IIP\\·.·· hnpln~ to knrn why ,'iO much pump<!<! out from uncI.,.. Lan· 

N..-",'ton and Graugl"r oUj!'ht hfHTW piping is t~h:"fiorafing~ .....",.... .."" other pnpulatlon 
to- kno\v, Thf"y op(>ratt~ Big' I If' SOl id t h(> problMn is twrom w ("f'ntf"r~. th'" now of Rround" 
'''nUpy Plunlbing- and SUP)J!if's. in;.! ('ril lent and f"xpf'nsiv(' (or wf\tc'r hn!'; hllTlffi toward th~s~ 
1n('., of Pulmda}(.· find L;tncas· 11IHllf.{)WJ1P1".... , \vlth ('v('n ("0PI)(~r pHmpin~ d~Pl~ssions. simply 
t~r. Tnf'Y in.C::lall and !->('I'vh."t, pif)(' now h('ing' ('af<~n fl\Vny, I)(','nll"" of gmvity. A great 
8J1 kinds of walt·l'·u .... ing (·quip· T.1yl(lf 1)Ointf'd out that wa­ ,I('nl of this inroming waler is 
mf'nl nnd nrplianc(':":. Newton tpr (rom. the S1f\t~ Wnt~r "xtr('nwly bad. And It g"," 
t'nyf' }1("- has not iCf'{J n st('ndy P,'ojP('t L" f'xflf'cl('d tu ~ of WOI'Sf' as it mow"S through the 

and aln:l'ming in(Tf'it.'>t' ('X(·t~ptionally hit~h qu.nlity, nt tHHIt'f'CI'cmnt! stnwturcs, 
in min<"l'nHza lion from g:l~ound· 1",,,1 Njunl to th.. best wnt<'r B(~'aus~ of thi~ ala,'mlng 
wat('r now ocing- u,.Nl in pump.'d from Ih" lornl g.'Otln{l· \\'<th'r, flunli1y prob((·m. it is 
homf'"S nnd businN'sl's in thp wat<-r hilsin in past y,..arR. }w'.sid". the point 10 :U"J~U(l' 

Vatli~y. Hl" S.:l,rs hf" en,'-t think Thf' thl~at to this arf>a (,'om ahout how mneh WHtpl' is I.,ft 
of any reason for it olhpr h:Hl quality wuter is p('rhaps in Ih(> gnmndwutf'r bnsin. 
thnn th(" steady <.k~din<" in Ihe­ as sf'1'loIIS ns till" pt"Oblpm flf T1H're is IUtt ..... <lllf'stion thnt 
,gt'(lundwn !{,'f tublIP. not hnvitl~ enonf{"h wnter. Tn most of it will l)(' worlhl{'Soc.; 

N('wlnn told Taylor aboll! ~i"Vel'al communHl('s hC!'re to­ long before It is gon... 
n InrJ..!'''' bu~ness estnbll!;hm<"nt day, th.. 'lllnilly of "'<It". be· The only solution is to briog 
which, in th" pns-t, had to d('· ing o<,li\''''''('d to hom"", is v .. ry in good qunlity water Ih''OU!:'h 

I 
I lim" it' h"aHng boiler aboul ("los" to lhe point 01 Cnn· the AVEK PI~'J<'('t to stop the 

OlH"(' in t('n Y(>fll'S. ThC"n, he' df"mnnrion hy hf"ulth authot" g-i'andwn1('1' oVf1 r-drtaft. 

I Local Water Systems are 

Hoping for AVEKProjed 


If anyon" d"ubts t11~! Ante· SilJnaJ watp-r man in Quartz is :::('1 t in~ sue'l! S,t I'{)ng support 
Inpe \'all"y·East Kern ne<>ds lIil1 IlUt it: from It {) sam 0 n d, Mojaw", 
nl0re 'vntN' t h r 0 ugh tht' "Thf*t'"("S no point in drillin,::' North Ed\Vard" Desert l_~k(' 
A VEl{ wat",. P''Oject, UJ(' most more weUs. Tiley wOlild just and I3oron. 
outhorilnlivc answ<"r is avail~ st('al water from each olher." In Boron, tlw lo('"al wntpr 
able i!'Om tI'" many local wa· One of the wnter snppliers syst('m has ah~ady bcPll fore· 
tel' rompnnies and districts in Quarlz Hill !s now buying N] to bring wat.. r (!'Om Wl'lIs 
which d~H\'t'r \vater to hom~.s well wut(lr from nn ndjacent five miJ~~ awn-y bf\causc local 
and bu~i n0~~t.~~. ;W{,3 at sub~tnnti.aJly higlwr wells hav~ ('it'l10,' glw'n out. 

cost th,1O wili be chnrg('d for 	 started producing wa!('J' ()t un·\'>att'r Ii' y Po t (>- m S sf'l"ving 
wal..r·f,·om tl", AVEK pro)<x·t. u.sablt~ fJuality. Of' both.~ EV(~n~\"('ry majtw ('olnmunity in the 
This is only n stop-gap .solu· 	 Che distant npW{'l' W(,)ls al'ilar<'a ha\,(' contructpd h> buy 
lion, hOW{'VCl~. ~eaus(> tnfl' nd· lH'ooueing \'\/alf'(' of maq.{innlState PI'OJ""t watp!, thn)"gh 
jaeent a)"N\S an' al~o havin~ 	 quality. If Stale P,'oj<'<:t waH'!'th ... AVEI{ ",att',. p,'oj""!' 
to pump d''<!1'0!' fur watc'!' eV· 	 is not brought to [loron !'itKin,These R),stems pro\"ide wflt{'r 
ery yea,'.. 	 tl.rough thp AVEK IlI'oj""t,I() more th"n 00 Il"r cent of 

In the L1nl'a~t('or vicinity, lo('at \vatet' offidals al"p px,the fK"ople living hl"I'e now, 
spok('smen for the Los An· 	 t .. "mely dubious nbout a fu·l! th",'(' was pie n t y of 
g('l"" Wate"works DisHiets 	 lure wnt .... supply r".. thnl im· 

~roundwntpr availahle. would 
mnke no bon". about the nffd 	 pot'ttlnt community,

thCR(Io h;trd·hp:'Hi{'l(f watc'r in· 
lor supplemental wa t "I' Hosamond and .Mojave are 

dUSII')' p<"Ople be lOOking to 
through the AVEK syst"m. 	 not in as jmmin~nt dnngN'

the Slate P"okct and AVEK Their well rerords show that 	 from bad \Vat!"!' as j5 Boron,
IfH' wat(~r? 

the groundwater overdraft is But watet' suppli('l's in R(}sa~ 
The anSWP!"J of roUI'S(\ is .nC1'0asing. with the aV(1'ragc mond and ~lojavf' ha\'c tak~n a 

#'no", T1H' l'("{tson for this lI>oHd y~ar~ly dJ'op in th~ watt'r tah!f' 	 look at the IlltUJ'('. thpj" lucal 
hackin!: for the AVEK P''Ojl't1 approaching seyen r""t. NOI supplies, ~nd hayt' !;ign{'d lIl)
by the lo('al wat,,!' induslry is only d()('s rhis keep ine!'"a"'ng with AVEK. 
two·fold. It is ob\'1005 that "''' the cost of produt'ing wat('r Officials of tlw Rosamond 
are over-pumping our ground, and delivering it to homes, Community S-(,J'\'i~~s Distl'ict 
water snppH,'s, with big d .. · say Watelworl<s Dlst!'i('ts of· say they f~a\'~ two choicC's for 
clines in the gl'Oundwat".. fieials. but it also ,magnifies the immediate fut ure: eith('ol'
table every year, It is also ob· the dang"r of wate,. quality 	 drill more w<'lls some' milC's 'u 
vious that til<' '1 u a lit y of delcrio.-iting. An oHicial of the west. \v)wI"c' \vat<"t" quality
groundwater in many commu' rhe Waterworks Districts has is bette,·, or solve their prob·
nlties Is getting dang<,rously wa,'n"d the loeal public that 	 ]"m with AVEK watel'. 1)";11· 
poor, ii's a general rule that wat",. 	 ing more wells is considN'('d 

The Quartz Hill ar~a' is a 'lunlity de g r a d (! S as th... only a tempOrary n'lief, be· 
gOOd e x amp I e or how IIw groundwater supply is <lfl, cnusC' th~ conlinuing ovC'r'dl'uft 
g J' Q un d w at e r OVCl'tlI'nrt is pl"'ed. of the: total gl"OundWafl'r basin 
threatening t'h(! future in this T'he most serious gi"ound. will 0111y be "I",('(jed up. Hosa· 
"rea. Situated on the edge of water quality plwlcms, how­ mond CSD spokesm...n say th., 
thf!' groundwater basin~ the PV(\'l'. are evid<mt in the Kc-rn only reaJ soJution is to start 
water districts serving Quartz Counly pori ion or the Anle­ using good''luality State Pro)· 
Hill are probably in the great· lop<' Val1")"E""t Kc,'n \Valo,. ....-t water Ihroullh II... AVr-:K 
elI\ dang!'r of actually running Agency. This MIps explain p!'ojt'1'I just as !loon 1111 pos. 
oul of water, A~ one proles· why the AVEK water P''Oject sible. 

Herb Spitzer, Manager of Quartz Hill Counly Waler 

Di.trict, i, ono of many wafer industry professionals Itere 

who see immediate need for supplemental waler through 

the AVEK water project, Waler systems in every major 

community in Antelope Valley-Ead Kern have signed con· 

tract, to buy water through the AVEK system, These local 

systems ,erve more than 90 ~!" of the present population, 

What Cau Happen if 

AVEK Project Fails? 


What would probably hap· prohahly form impmv('mp , 

I"'n if"""h!' A VEl{ walt'r proj· 	 disll'iels un"".. A VEK af 
bring in State ProjC'ct waft

t~l't did not win nI}lH"o\'nl at 
Ihmllgh ""pa"nlP "yst"ms,

Tut~!'>day'!-> (')pet ion? 
Thi~ would b(\ a costly f\r. 

Orw UHpnl:l1iVf\ would IJ<l to 
inadequate so)ution to Ol 

allow OUt' ground\VatPl' OVN"~ spriou3 w ate r ne~ds. Ttl 
dra!! 10 {'f)ntinup, until th.. piece·mNII appmach '0 solvin 
gl'oundwnt!"l' basin is destroy. lo<"al wuttar prohl(>lns was {' 

I>lorNl y,'ars ago by AVE.pd. W)1il,' this would be hap· 
and local wal .. r ""I,pliers, bl

pC'ning. local p(lnplp would 
It was disean.Jl'ci bt'{'ause 

suff.-.. Sf'Vpre ('con omit' dis­ \vouJd cost thl' hom('o\"~cr an 
U"(-SS. N~w induslrjps would taxpaY('T a great df'al mOl 

shun this nrNI. .Industri(lo~ W{· mon~y than thf" AVl~K pn; 
N~t. This kind of unsatis(,l,now ImY(' wOlild pmhnhly be· 
tory solutinn would.a.lso creal 

gin phasin!:, out ,many of theil' "islands" within Ant..lope Va 
op(lration~ beC'3u~e of laf..'k of l",y·F..ast Ke.-n which woul 
watC'i', Taxes would in(,J'l""SP 	 have suHkipnt wat~l'. leavin 

beC'aus(~ Ih~ tax base .'ouldn't 	 most of the area high an 
dry. This, in tul·O.... ('Ould 1"11 grow. Watf'" bills would k<'<"!' 
to eXp<'flslve ~nvlronment"

rising to mf;l(·t th~ rosts ot 
prubl"ms, along with in('J'('a'

pumping wali'" from deell"!' In ing both water and 1ax C"'"t
th... ground. In many localitil's, 

tor evP'·Ybody.
th~ watf"r would t){*('omp or 
"u,,1l pu ..p 'luality Ill'" it Tht" A VEK wat ..r pmJect a· 
would nHt h(' us;,hh lo now Pl'OPOSf'fi js not nc<'ee.• 

sal'ily Ih£' only possibl(~ way tl 
Th£' Nul l't\sult \\'uvld tw bring in mm'e ,\.'ater. It l5 sim 

("'CQllomi(' disust.'r. 1,ly th" cheapest W8)' 10 g .. 

This pl'f)hably wouldn't bt5 the- most \vater. It is the on]~ 


aHowpd tu It the "vll), to "'f"..~t the wnt.r ......,(1.
hopp(~n, 
of the c·ntU·,p AIOUll. ~"iI ""tiel 

I>rol)olllod should be t .... nt'd s(,heme would ro!lt more to, 
down, cerlllin areas would less water. 

AVF!K \\,U1*'.' Vl'uJ....., lUI "'No' 

PWS-0138-0008
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