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AVEK to hold water hearing

Local water industry ox-

" perts say they'll take part in

a series of hearings by An-
telope Valley-East Kern Wa-
ter Agency to evaluate alter
native methods to solve the
region’s water problems.

The first hearing will be

held this- Tuesday night,.

Jan, 23, as part of the agen-
cy's regular directors’ meet-
ing, which will begin at 7:30
n.m. in the AVEK headguar-
ters, 554 W. Lancaster Blvd.

During the meeting, the

" directors are expected to ap-

prove a semi-annual pay-
ment on the state water con-

tract in the amount of about -

$905,000. AVEK will pay the

state about $2% million this
year.

President Al E. Skelton
said today the Water Agen-
ey has signed coMtracts to
deliver State Project Water
to Tocal community- water
systems serving Lancaster,
Quartz Hill, Hi Vista, Sun

Village, Pearblossom, Acton,”

Elizabeth Lake; Rosamond,
Mojave, Desert Lake and Bo-
ron.

He said officials of these
water systems met with Wa-
ter Agency representatives
this week (January 16) to de-
termine how they might con-
tribute to the Water Agency
hearings.

“Because these retail water

Airport District may

handie fuel servicing

Customer complaints of
bad service could lead to the
Mojave Airport District tak-
ing ‘over complete operation
of the aviation fuel conces-
slons there

This was the Ieelmp: of the
district’'s board of directors
Thursday aflernoon after
hearing of several incidents
involving private pllots who
were unable to refuel their
aircraft because neither of
the two gasoline concession-
aires could be found.

Aviation fuel at Molave
Alrport is sold by Earle Ro-
per and Rick English, under
concessfonaire agreements
held with the district.

But Mojave resident Vir
ginia Keturi told district di.
rectors at thelr Thursday
meeting she had heard of sev-
cral pllots . . . even on week-

refuel but could not locate an
attendant to service thelr air.

. » who had landed to

take over the refueling oper.

ations.

“And besides, the district
would be picking up a little
bit of money at the same

© time”, he offered.
In other board business, di-
rectors approved expendi.

tures not to exceed $600 for
the purchase of a paint spray
system. It will be used to
begin rehabilitating the ex-

terior of many of the bulld.’

ings there,

The district has turned

‘down participation in a fed-

cral matching funds program
which would have provided
$19,800 for new runway and
taxiway lights.

“We don’t need new lights
that much now, and we can
put the money to better use
somewhere else”, spid Sabo.
vicl "

The district js ned with the
city council and community
services district at Onlifarnia

:supplier‘s are satisfied - with

the Agency’s current supple-
mental water system propos-
al, they have indicated some
coolness '~ toward exploring
other ways,” Skelton report-
ed. “However, they have as-
sured the Agency that they
will take an active role in the
hearings.”

‘In calling the hearings, the
Water. Agency nated a two-

fold purpose. One is to seek,
out some possible new ap-

proach that might prove su-
perior to the Water Agency's
plan to build  pipelines and
other Iacxhncc; needed 1o
make State Project water
available to community wa-

ter systems. The other objec

tive is to give local taxpay-
ers 'and water users “hard”
facts on which to basge thelr
own conclusions about the

best way to combat the area’s’

problem  of  disappearing
groundwater supplies.
Skelton
many different water short.
age solutions have heen re-
ferred to, few of them have

Council sets
meeting on

burning rules

Palmdale City Council will
hold a special meeting at 7:30
p.m. Monday, Jan. 22, to con-
sider a resolution urging the
Los Angeles County Board of
Supervigors to change burn-
Ing regulations for the Ante-
lope Valley.

The speclal meeting will
be held in the Courson PPark
Community Building, 1002 E.
Ave. Q-12.

The resolution requests the

change in burning rules for
tha diennsat Af fimhTr oandn

said that while

ever been explained in detail
or subjected to critical analy-
sis by wellinformed people.
Among them, he said, have
been claims that “we don't
need any more water” or that
“the county can solve the
problem”.

“If these or other counter~
suggestions are truly better,”
said Skelton, “they should re.
place the Water Agency plan.
But if they have flaws, these
shortcomings - ought to be
brought to public attention.
The public hearings now un-
derway by the Agency should
result in clear and unbiased
conclusions one way or the
other. We are pleased that
the local water industry will
be helping reach those con-
clusions.” .

Messinger
enters not
guilty plea

" Accysed of stabbing a Lan.
casto' man to death Jast
month in a downtown Lan-
caster parking lot, 20-year-old
Allen Lee Messinger has en.
tered a not guilty plea and
his trial set for Febh, 27 in
the Van Nuys Superior Court,

Victim was Franklin Yar-
brough, 39, who lived at 705
Woodgate, In Lancaster.

A member of the Coast
Guard, Messinger was home
on leave at the time of the
fatal stabbing. Reportedly,
he administered mouth-to-
mouth resuscitation to his
victim following the siapbing
but Yarbrough was dead™on
arrival at the Antelope Val
ley Medleal Center,

Messinger was arralgned
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