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In re.f~AVEIt moving to solve area w.ater problems • • • Putnam of the t 

Antelope Valley-East Kern 
Water Agency is on the right 
track toward meeting the 
area's water needs, accord· 
ing 'to the top water officials 
of Los Al1'feles County. 

Kennl'th R. Putnam, speak· 
ing . for eight Los Angeles 
County Waterworks Districts 
within the Water Agency, 

.last night stated: 
"We agree that the pro

gram submitted to the elec· 
torate by your Agency for a 
district-wide bond issue and 
district-wide construction pro· 
gram is the mORt feasible 
and desirable; and although 
the voters have not approvt;'d 
the two bond issues, we be
lieve that history wUl tell 
that this method proposed 
by your agency is the most 
economical and feasible in 
terms of assuring that most 
areas of your Agency 'are 
able to receive a supply of 
supplemental water from the 
California Aqueduct system 
within the terms of the AV· 
EK contract with the State 
of California. 

"The eight Los Angeles 
County Waterworks Districts 
within the boundaries of AV· 
EK have supported the Agen
cy·wide concept in the past 
and continl!e to do so today." 

Putnam appeared before a 
public hearing called by the 
Water Agency to explore aI
ternative methods for solving 
the· local water shortage. He 
took issue with a statement 
presented to the Water Agen· 
cy at a prior hearing session 
by John N. Englund of Lnn· 
caster, in which Englund 
claimed that the groundwa· 
tei" .tablc in the Lancaster vi· 
cinity is. nQ~ risin&,. 

Citing long·torm· water 
well data maintained by the 
Los Angeles County Wat('r· 
works Districts, Putnam dis· 
agreed with Englund's con· 
dusions and method of anal· 
ysis. 

"Water lrvels am drop· 
ping," Putnam emphasized. 
"Continued use in excess of 
natural recharge of the na· 
tural resource of the ground 
water basins of the area is a 
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depletion of the resources. 

. There does not appear to be 


any reversal of that situa· 

tion coming in the immedi· 

ate future:' 

Urging the Water Agency 
to keep trying to implement 
is present propsal for build
lng the distribution system 
needed to make local use of 
State Project water, Putnam 
stated: 

"While various population 
growth figures have been 
kicked around, the AVEK 

area continues to grow and 

the foreseeable trend appee.rs 
to be continuation of that de
velopment, Policies proposed 
of land zoning and planning 
under the General Plan En· 
vlronmental D eve I 0 pment 
Guide of the County of Los 
Angeles will permit contino 
ued growth. 

If the area is to assure its 
future,whether it be just for 
those who reside here today 
or both those here and for 
those that will come ·in th'e 
future, a plan for utilization 
of the supplemootal supply 
needs to go ahead." , ' 

RogerPetkinpaugh named 

Ediso'n's planning mandger 


Roger L P!'ckinpaugh has 
bc.en named Planning Man
ageI' of Edison's Lancaster 
District effective January 29, 
]973, it was announced by W. 
It. Bechtel, District' Manager. 

Peckinpaugh, who was. for· 
merly the Operations Su per· 
visor here, started his Edison 
career as a groumlman and 
has been a lineman, service 
plannc'l', ,ami un':erground 
supel'Visol'. He joined Edison 
in 1950, and except for a tour 
with the U. S. Army, has bern 
located at Montebello, Whit· 
tier, Long Beach, Inglewood, 
San Fl'l'nando. Alhambrn, 
and at the Los Angeles of· 
JiCI'. 

He was born in McLouth, 
)(ansas, but has resided in 
California since he was 5 
years old. Ik is a gradunte 

of Long B('arh Polytrrhnic 
High School and Long Beach 
Junior College. He nlso RtU
died at Cal·Pel)" Pomona•. tem. 
and Cal·Tech. Pasndcna. In pres 

Pcrkinpaugh is married to ventions, 
the fOI'mCT Patti McDermott ute teach 
oC Illinois, and they reside at 
College Ter1'ac(' with Kurt, ._--
10, and Conya, 8, hoth stu· 
dents at Sunnydale School. 
Thrre are two othl"1' sons: 
Robert, 22. is ('url'pntly I!erv· 
ing with the U. S. Ail' Forre: 
-and Donald, 2]·, rcsid('\C; in c,Nl'whal1. 

PN'kinpaugh .<;erved as a 
membrr of the Sanla Clarita 
Engineering Association and 
was active as a Junior 
Achic'Vel1wnt adviser at East 
Los Angeles Cf'nter. He Is 
now a membt>r of the Lan· 
easter Kiwanis Cluh. 
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