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AVEK releases new repori
on utilization of water

Taypayers and water users
in Antelope Valley-East Kern

Water Agency can save hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars
in energy costs if this area
uses all the water it can get
from the State Water Project
during the next few years.

The savings will result from
a coniract between the State
and suppliers of the electricity
needed to run thé pumps in
the State Water PrO}ect This
contract will remain in effect
until 1983, according to C. D.
Smith, a director of Antelope
Valley-East Kern Water
Agency.

During the next nine years,
he said, power costs within the
State Project will be stabilized
by the current rates, while
costs for energy to pump local
groundwater will continue to
escalate, Smith advised:

“The more State Project
water we can put to use here
while the present power con-
tract is in effect the more we
will save in water costs, now
and later.”

If this area can usc the
most water available from the
State Water Project prior to
1983, the savings will continue
for many years beyond that
date, Smith said. That's be-
cause the importation of State
Project water will result in
local groundwater tables re-
maining  higher  thun  they
would have otherwise.
Therefore, it will require less
energy 1o pump groundwater
thereafter.

“We will always need and
tve our proundwater
rescurees.” Smith pointed ont,
Ceven when we are usig oour
masinum enhitlement from
the State Waler Project, The
lower the water fable drops.
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10 the surface.

Turn that around and we
can see that stoppmg the 3
present decline in the water
table, or raising it, will save
hundreds of thousands of
dollars in energy costs for a.
long time in the future.” ‘

Smith said "although "the':
State Water Project consumes s
a lot of eléetricity, it also-
generates vast amounts: of
“smog-fre e”’ hydroelectnc
power. He said the project is-
expected to help i ward off
threatened black-outs due fo
anticipated power shortages
Said Smith:

*The State Water Pro]ect
pumps water (and uses ‘elec- -
tricity) during ‘off-peak’
periods when there is a
surplus of electric power
generating capacity. available.
The project then generates
hydroelectric power during
peak demand hours, when
shortapes are most apt to oc-
cur. Therefore, the State
Water Project should prove to . . o o
be a ‘plus’ factor in the battle ~ TRAPPED-"MOTORIST ~— -
to provide enough clectricity  County Fire Depari’menf
for all needs in California.” ‘

Smith referred to the Los work over Jesse Wdham Hendr
Angeles Department of Water
and Power hydroelectric
generating plant now in
operation  hetween  Pyramid
and Castaic reservoirs of the
State Water Project (between
sorman  and  Newhall), He
said this  installation  is
designed to pump water back
uphill into  Pyramid Lake
during off-peak periods, when
power is plentiful and  thus
cheaper. su it .can generate
power during penk  periods.
when  consumers denrand
preater-than-normal quanti-
ties of eleetricity.
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