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.. .t AVEI( ~eleases new report 
on utilization of water 

Ta¥payers and wa;er: users t,be mor,e. it will 'cost to lift it 
in Antelope Valley-East Kern' -10' llie sUrface. 
Water Agency can save hun­
dreds of thousands of dollars 
in energy costs if this area 
uses all the water it can get 
from the State Water Project 
during the next few years. 

The savings will result from 
a contract between the State 
and suppliers of the electricity 
needed to run the pumps in 
t~e State Water Project. This 
contract will remain in effect 
until 1983, according to C. I? 
Smith, a director of Antelope 
Valley-East Kern W ate r 
Agency. 

During the next nine years, 
he said, power costs within the 
State Project will be stabilized 
by the current rates, while 
costs for energy to pump local 
gl'mmdwaler will continue to 
escalate, Smith advised: 

"The more State Project 
water we can put to use here 
while the present power con­
tract is in effect the more we 
will save in watel' costs, now 
and later." 

If this area can usc the 
most \\'n\('1' ilvnilnbJt, from the 
Slat(' \\";II('r Proj('c\ priol' to 
190:1, the S;lvtngs will continue 
for many yt'ars bey()nd that 
date, SmUh said. 'fhat's be­
calise the imporl;]t ion of Slate 
Project wall'r will result in 
local groundwatrl" tables rr­
mall1l!ll! hi~~ll('r Ih:m fhey 
would ha\,(' 0 I h t' r w i s c. 
Thrrdort'. it will rl'C]uir(' Ipss 
('l1rrgy to pump groundwater 
t1wrt'aflt'r 

"\\"t> will :ilways nepo ;1I1d 

11"1' ollr g rOil 11 II wa I (' I' 

n'~"lln't"" Smith poil1t!'d out. 

.. ('\'('11 W11I':1 WI' tin' lIS!ll!! our 

11l:1\I'11111l1 f'll!ltlt'Illt'llt fr(lill 

11\1' S! ;11 p \\' alIT I'ro W('I. TIl(' 
lo\\('r the waitT !;Ihll' drops. 

Turn that around and we 
can see that stopping the 
present decline in the water' 
table, or raising it, will save 
hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in energy costs 'for a 
long time in the future." 

Smith said .although 'the': 
State Water Project consumes 
a lot of electricity, it also. 
generates vast amounts·. of 
"smog-f r e e" hydroeleCtric, 
power_ He said the project is ". 
expected to' help i ward off 
threatened black-outs due to 
anticipated power shortages, 
Said Smith: 

"The State Water Project 
pumps water (and' uses' elec­
tricity) during' 0 f f • pea k ' 
periods when there is a 
surplus oC electric po w'e r 
generating capacity available. 
'The project then generates 
hydroelectric power d uri n g 
peak demand hours, when 
shortages are most apt to oc­
cur. Therefore, the S tat e 
Water Project should prov~ to., 
be a 'plus' factor in the HattIe 
to provide enough e)e~tricity
for all needs in California." 

Smith referred to the Los 
Angeles Department of Wat:r 
nnd p.O weT,. hydroelect':'lC 
generatmg plant now In", 
operation between Pyramid 
and Castaic reservoirs of the bara 
Stat(· Water Project (between 
Gorman and Newhall). He 
said this installation is 
designed to pump water back 
uphill into Pyramid Lake 
during off·peak· periods. whcn 
jl:l\\,(']' is plcntHul and thlls 
dlt':qH't'. SIl it ('nil genrralr 
}lll\\'('r durmg p(,:lk prriods. 
wllPll {,onSUIll('rs de III and 
I: n';! It'r-I han-normnl quant j. 
II('S or t'/('dricily. 
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