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was held Tuesday at the Holiday Inn in Palmdale with
about 100 in attendance. Chairman was Ed Schramm,
left, chairman of the AYBOT Water and Agriculture
Committee, and speakers were, from left, Bob Eiland

- g %

the Lahontan Dusfncf Water Quah*y Confrol Board
and William Hardt of the Garden Grove Geological

Survey office.

—~valley prass pholo

Aqueduct water for farming
~ decision will take some time

Use of California Aqueduct
water for agriculture won't
happen quicldy but the pro-
be given careful,

clusion of a morning and
early-afternoon AV Board of
Trade Water Seminar, held in
the Holiday Inn in Palmdale
Tuesday.

Wallace Spinarski, general
manager of the Antelope
Valley-East Kerm Water

- Agency, was the focalpoint

speaker In the afternoon
session following the luncheon.

Spinarski said:

“We appreciate the urgency
that many potential
agricwltural water users feel
about this issue . . . We are
moving full speed ahead to
resolve the uncertainties that
remain.

“When these uncertainties
are resolved, it may prove
that agricultural use of State
Project water has limited
feasibility.

“We hope it will prove
otherwise, but to leap to that
concluston without full con-
-gideration of all the many
Iacts involved could prove

most damaging to the
agricultural industry we are
attempting to serve.”
Spinarski pointed out that a
jitee of the AVEK board
Agriculture and Wated
ittees of the Board of
Trade held a 3%-hour session
Monday.

Define Questions
“The principal result of this

meeting was to define the
questions which will require
angwers from the Department
of Water Resources,’’
Spinarski said.

The Board of Trade on
Tuesday, Jan. 2, passed a
resolution urging that AVEK
encourage the use of Califor-
nia Aqueduct water for
agricultural purposes.

Mojave county center
building given approval

BAKERSFIELD - Preli-
minary plans for the second of
three buildings planned for
the Kern County regional ad-
ministrative center in Mojave
have been approved by the
county Board of Supervisors.

Tuesday’s action confirmed
the general appearance of the
new Mojave justice building
and was the second time the
preliminary plans for the
building had gone before the
board.

Earlier, the board rejected
the drawings because the
general appearance of the

Edison customers to

hegr cost increase

. Southem Cahiorma Edison’
Company ‘customer bills will
"rise substantially. because_ of
“unilaterwl price increases by
foreign fuel oil suppliers over
whor. Edison has no-control,
Jack- X ngtm. chairman apd
chief executive officer, an-
nounced: 8y,

The pden of foreign qil has
jumped T0per-cent in.the past
three months; and Tuesday the
" Californla. Pablic Utilities
Commission authorized: Edison
to pass-on the higher cost tp
its, custamers, Horton said, It

will result in typ:cal residen-
tial customer bills increasing
an average of about 14 per
cent, he said. Tha. higher rates
will become offective. Feb. 1,
according. o the CPUC,

Qil Cost Increase

The cost: of oil-to Edison has
shot up from, $ a barrel to
more than $13.50 since last
November, the utility ex-
ecutive noted: :

“Edison’s need for low
sulfur fuel ofl has grown from
8.5 millibn. harrels in 1969 to
about 8% millon barrles in

1974 " Vartancaid “TNp cqnn-

building did not conform with
the office structure now near-
ing completion at the new
county site, just south of the
Mojave Airport on Hwy. 58.

Thursday, Feb. 14, has been
set as the day when the new
administrative building will be
dedicated in a 1:30 p.m. cere-
mony expected to draw county
and civic officlals from
throughout east Kem County.

The new building will house
nearly all Kern County func-
tions now located in the old
Mojave Justice Court complex
and at other sites throughout
Mojave,

The new justice building,
when completed late this year
or early in 1975, will contain
facilities for the sheriff’s
department, a jail, court
facilities, and a constable’s
office.

Coupnty planners have bud-
geted $494,000 for the justice
building.

A third building to complele
the regional center will be a
new county library, but con-
struction of it is not expected
to begin for at least a year,
perhaps more.

Fire causes
$800 damage

A fire the early moming
hours Jan. 25 caused an

The proposal suggests that
groups of farmers band
together to finance water lines
to deliver aqueduct water to
their properties.

Spinarski pointed out that
two economic shifts have
taken place recently which
encourages farmers to seek
aqueduct water. They are the
sharp rise in pumping costs
and the high prices farmeis.
are able to get for their com-
maodities.

Spinarski said that the
AVEK agency is studying the
prospect of holding another
hond election (two previous
elections failed to muster the
then required two-thirds votes)
to finance the agency's-pro-
posed system.

Because of a ncw law, the
next bond vote could be pass-
ed by a simple majority.

Spinarski said that the
agency is still debating
whether {o hold its election In
June or November.

He said , that studies of
establishing the agency’s
waler system by piece-meal
methods have shown that such
an appmach would be more
expensive {o the taxpayers —
about 3¢ per cent more eX-
pensive in the Lancaster-
Quartz Hill area.

Other Speakers
Also speaking after the se-

{Continued on Page 2)

Ain't go.nnh |
ke no rain,
iusi cloudy

The dampness in the air
these past couple of mormings
doesn't mean rain in ihe of-
fing, but clouds will hang right
in there for the rest of the
week, according to the Na-
tional Weather Service Office
in Palmdale.

'I‘oday (Thursday) wtll be
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Finance supervisor Dennis
Valder reporied. on ways
possible Io reduce snnyal
deficit sudit fees and discuss-

ed audit procedures in
general,

Sherrill reporied some 14
properties of varying size

were subject to acquisition by
Collector's deeds for delin-
quent accounts and recom-
mended adoption of a resolu-
tion to name a collector for
the deeds. This will be
presented for action at the
next meeting of the board,
together with possible action
on acquiring the deeds.

Dr. Francis H. Bourne
reported on current legislation
and on the recently released

State Water Project report. «

The latter reflects estimated
operating costs have greatly
increased, while conservation
costs reflecct a slight down-
ward trend.

Several routine adminis-
trative malfers were acted
upon  hefore board ad-
journed, witli the né
meeling scheruied for 7:30
p.m. Monday, Feb. 11

Rosaménd
(] M ay Of'
kickotf set”

ROSAMOND — Citizens from
throughout this community are
invited to take part in the
Honorary Mayor  Kick - Off
Breakfast set f{or Saturday
morning, Feb. 2, at the Com-
munity Building o announce
candidates in the annual fund-
raising race,

Winner of the month - long
event will succeed Charles
Brannen as the chie! commun-
ity . representative at civie
functions over the next year
throughout Antelope Valley.

The breakfast begins at 8:30
am., with actual Introduction
of candidates beiween 9:30
and 10 am,

Already announced as a can-
didate Is Harold Streets, to
be sponsored by the Rogamond
VFW post.

Candidate collecting the most -
money, through fund- ralsmg
events, lg declared wipner.
The event is sponsored by the ,
Rosamond Women's Clab, with
proceeds used to support-local
youth activities.

Chamber3
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Water Resources

SCHOOL BOARDS SPEAKER — Wil
Ham Brown, attorney for the Associs-
tion of Californla Schoel Administra-

tors, Monday night addressed the An-

BOT Water Seminar...

minar lunchecn were Barney
Finnin, of the Mojave Public
Utilitles Distriet; Jim Riley,
California Clty councilman;
John ' Harris, of Rosamond;
and Ed-Schramm, who served
as chairman of the seminar.
Riley proposed that con-
sideration be given o
developing separale water
systems in households — one
for potable water and one for
non-potable water. He sug-
gested that non-potable water
could be recycled, providing
considerable conservation.

Determine the Demand .
Schramm spelled out the
results of a questionnaire sent
lo_I[armers to determine the
demand for aqueduct waler

2 supplemental
water than under the com-
munity's original request.

- He said that a new expanded
golf course and housing
development — being pushed
by a Japanese firm — could
substantially increase water
needs in the arca. He said
- thred” 18-hole golf courses are
proposed plus condominiums.

Morning Session

During the morning session
and almost without exceplion,
speakers set the tone of the
seminar — water level in An-
telope Valley is dropping un-
nually and supplemental water
is the only answer il Antelope
Valley's projected growth is to
become a reality.

The speakers were in
troduced by Ed Schramm,
chairman of the AVOBT Waler

‘and Agriculture Committee.

Bob Efland, deputy director
of the State Department of
in Sacra-
merito, emphasized that sup-
plemental water Is available
— the Antslops Valley-East

‘Kern Water Agency. having .

contracted for 138,000 acre feet
per yesr, but, lo date, the
delivery has only been 73 acre
leet, »

* AVER Contract

The. AVEK contract with the
slate was neggtiated and
. slgned In 1062 Eiland said,
and though there’s only been
the 73 acre fegt of delivery
locally, since u;en, cost to

< district taxpayers “has already

o e

generally speaking the Lan-
caster-Palmdale area s
“good,” though the same
couldn’t be said of the Boron-
No. Edwards locale, where he
described the quality as
“poor.”

In his closing remarks,
Davis urged those present fo
give strong consideration to
approving the  $25,000,000
“clean water” bond election In
June,

Historical Data

The talk by Ken Putnam,
representing the Los Angeles
County Waterworks District,
featured historical data about
the Valley.

He prefaced his statements
with the information there’s 10
county waterworks districts in
North Los Angeles County,
eight in what's considered the
Antelope Valley ground basin
area,

The eight, he Sald service
about half of the 83,000
population of Antelope Valley.

Historically, Putnam said
the first well in Lancaster was
drilled in mM&Mcaster
Bivd. and Sierra

The county first became in-
volved in the water business in
Lancaster in 1921, the initial
well on Cedar, just north of
Lancaster Blvd, former site of
the water tower, a long time
Lancaster landmark.

Two New Wells

Putnam disclosed the cmmty
currenily is in the process of
drilling two new wells in Lan-

caster and & third con-

templated within the near
future,

In passing, Putnam said it
wasn't t00 many years ago
cost of drilllng & water well
was only $20,000 but the figure
today has ballooned to $45,000.

The water level in the Lan-
caster area s declining bet-
ween six and seven feet a year
and Putnam said it's incum-
bent that supplemental water
be abtained if the Antelope
Valley population of 203,000 is
to be obtained by 1990, as
pro]ecleg :

Other mominx program
speakers were William Hardt,
US Geological Survey office in
Garden Grove; Frank Sherrill,

- Paimdale Water'Distriol;

willis Young,~ Litllerock Ir-
rigaflon Disteict: Doan Hayes

¢
telops Valley School Boards Associs-

tion during the group's meeting at the
Antelope Yaliey College.

{Contiuned from Page 1)

Sherrill traced the history of
the Palmdale Water Distriet,
formed in 1918, which today
has 14 wells, In addition, the
district has contracted with
the state for 17,300 acre feet
per year, enough {o service
three times the current num-
ber of customers.

The Littlerock Creck Water
District was formed in 1892,
Young said, the Littlerock
Dam constructed in 1924,

His district also has a con-

tract with the state for sup-

plemental water, Young
reported. Cost to the district
last year was $12.80 per acre
foot, and sold at $13.50 an acre
foot to customers,

The Littlerock district has
eight wells and in comparlson,
Young reported the *‘quality of
the state supplemental water

e

.
’
*
*
*

is just a bit beiter and also
somewhat cheaper,” com- :

pared to well water.

Formed in 1854

Quartz Hill's Risolo inform-
ed the assemblage his district
was formed in 1954, only 350
customers then, but expanded .
to 1600 at the currept time. {

Four wells serve the district, }
but the water level is droppi nge v
seven to elght feet a year, and
another well is planned, said
Risolo. -

He summed up the overall
attitude of those ‘present with
the comment:

“It"s pitiful to see the water
flow by in the aqueduct, water ;
which we pay for but don’t‘
receive because of a Jack of a'

‘delivery system.

“Supplemental water would

be the answer."” \

The marning's concluding
speaker was Wilbanks re
presenting the Mojave Utilities
District,

Sixteen wells currently sup-
ply the entire Edwards Air-

-Porce base operations with a.

capacity of 12,800 yearly acre}
feet but only 5000 acre feet’
g’ tly being utilized. And'

libanks sald he didn’'t

-foresse any change in the

production rate for at least the

. ndt livc or six years, if then.

Mur;v’ I.o'u Leavell .
g’l'uvuldc rites
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KICKROTT S€T

ROSAMOND ~ Citizens from
throughout this community are
invited to take part in the
Hanorary Mayor Kick - Off
Breakfast set for Saturday
morning, Feb. 2, at the Com-
munity Building to announce
candidates in the annual fund-
raising race,

Winner of the month - long
event will succeed Charles
Brannen as the chief commun-
ity representative at clvie
functions over the npext year
throughout Antelope Valley.

The breakfast begins at 8:30
a.m., with actual introduction
of candidates between 9:30
and 10 am,

Already announced as a can-
didnte Is Harcld Streefs, to
be sponsored by the Rogamond
VFW post.

Candidate collecting the most
money, through fund - ralsmg
events, s declared winner,
The event is sponsorcd by the
Rosamond Women's Club, with
proceeds used to support-local
youth activities.

Chamber}
don't have
realty maps.

Lancaster Chamber of
Commorce Exccutlve Vice
President, Bob Keenan, and.
Palmdale Chamber of. Com."
merce  Consultant, Russ.

O'Connor, today released .4 ,
joint - announcement e
ing the previous news |tein In,
regard {0 Murtdy How
maps beln
Chamber pffices.

“The maps are not avallable

_ at either the lancasé¥. ar

Palmdale Chamber of Com-
merce; nar have ‘the ‘iwo
Chambers been contacted by
the -remlty company.” Both
poliey, which eoin~
cides with sll Champers, Is

that due to the fact tifat miny
of our ‘members are com.

petifors In the sameé business, ..

Chattiber athios dictats that it
Is unfair to promots the zer.
vices ar produtcs of ong
member over his competitor,” tl
This would include maps that
arg praduced by and advertise
one specific Realtor- member
of the-Chamber."* | :

s .

avajlable in ! u R

proposed plus “condominiums.

Morning Session

During the morning session
and almost without exception,
speakers set the tone of the
seminar — water level in An-
telope Valley is dropping un-
nuaily and supplemental water
is the only answer If Antelope
Valley's projected growth is to
become a reality.

The speakers were in
troduced by Ed Schramm,
chairman of the AVOBT Walter
and Agriculture Commitiee.

Bob Efland, deputy director
of the State Department of
Water Resources In  Sacra-
mento, emphasized that sup-
plemental water Is available
— ihe Antelope Valley-East

Kern Water Agency having .

coniracted for 138,000 acre feet
per yenr, bul. {o date, the
dellvery has oaly bcen 73 acre
fest, |

 AVEK Contract '

The AVEK contract with the
state ‘'was negqtialed and
signed In 1062, Eiland said,
and though there’s only been

‘the 73 acre feet of delivery .

locally . since then, cost to

‘ ».distx‘lct taxpayers has already

exceeded $10 milljon
““You're paylng for
avxﬁﬁbmty. tn)tf delivery,”
" Eiland. reported’ and . noted
AVEK’s tax share this year
would: approxhﬂate 32%
million, -
\Overall 3 dml:lcts (includ-

;lz VEK) haye. contracted
ﬁn Futhoxyﬁivor water
“"&yx‘,w s &ll bheen contracted
1" or - sold.’

the water
ps directpr stated.
a&lto repotied AVEK is
“'né only district which has
contracted- for water but
recelved no delivery or only a
minimym amount, Including
Santa Barbara and 8an Luis
.Obispo countles. ¢
" Another 'speaker was Bill
Davis of Bishop who outlined
the Lahontan District Water
Quality Ooutml Roard, which

eum tn regulatory

tecting the . quamy of the
Mt,e]opq Yalley 2 por. -
10t oL the. clglct, though Do

coneettied Autelopt:dvul&y
wagn't  Teprésen on -the
¢ board, .

As to qual!ty o! local water,

¢
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me axency is.

The county first became in-
volved in the water business in
Lancaster in 1821, the initial
well on Cedar. just north of
Lancaster Blvd, former site of
the water tower, a long time
Lancaster landmark.

Two New Wells

Puinam disclosed the county
currently is in the process of
drilling two new wells in Lan-

caster and a third con-

templated within the near
future.

In passing, Putnam said it
wasn't too many years ago
cost of drilling a water well
was only $20,000 but the figure
today has ballooned to $45,000.

The water level in the Lan-
caster area I3 declining bet
ween six and seven feet a year
and Putnam said it’s incum-
bent that supplemental water
be oblalned if the Antelope
Valley population of 203,000 is
to be obtained by 13%, as
projected.

Other worning program
speakers were William Hardt,
US Geologieat Survey office in
Garden Grove; Frank Sherrill,
Palmdale Water Digtrict;
Willis Young,- Litllerock Ir-

rigafion Distriet; Dean Hayes, .

AV Water District; Michael
Risolo, Quartz Hill Water
District; and Ralph Wilbanks,
Mojave Publlc - Utilities at
Edwards AFB.

Jack P. Gilroy
graveside rites

Gruvmde services. were
con for Jack P. Gilroy,
70, Monday, Jan. 28, in
Valhalla Cemetery, Glondale.

A rvesident of the Anlelope
Valley far 10 years, Mr. Gilroy
had- been employed 25 a
maintenance mag prier fo his
retirement after moving to the.
Valloy .from 1daho where he
had been employed by & lum-.
ber company.

He was a veleran of Warld
War 1i, bore Jan. 16, 1904, He
martied. the former Thelma
Clefstad during Aug, M9, in
Idaho, He died Jan. 34 while a

: Pmcat at & Veleran's hospital.
Gllroy's . only “known -
.iurvlvur is. his. widow, Mrs,. H

Thelma Gilroy of the Palm-‘
dale family home. -

v tho

v

Four wells serve the district, } p L

but the water level is drapping >
seven to elght feet a year, and «
another well is planned, sald’

Risolo, .

He summed up the overall
attltude of those present with
the comment:

“It's pitiful to see the waler
flow by in the aqueduct, water
which we pay for but dont'
receive because of a lack of a-
dellvery system. ‘

“Supplemental water would’

the answer.” \

The moming’s concluding
speaker was Wilbanks re-
presenting the Mojave Utilities
District,

Sixteen wells currently sup-
ply the entire Edwards Air
Force base operations with a.
capacity of 12,800 yearly acre;
feet but only 5000 acre feet’
presently being utilized, And
Wilbanks sald he didn’t
foresee any change i the
production rate for at least the

; nm fm or six years, if then.

mry l.ou Leavell .

graveside rites

Graveside services for Mary
Loy Leavell, 87, will be con- —
ducted at 10:20 am. today
(Thursday, Jan, 31) at Forest
Lawg in Glendale. Slumber
Room visitatlons may be
made after 9 a. m in the Mor-

- tuary,

A former resident of Palmr
dale, Mrs. Leavell was borh
Jan. 3, 1887, In Hagarville,
Ark., and moved to Los
Angeles in 1941 where she was
employed as a clerk for
Broadway 8tores until her
retirement.

She. was preceded in deaeté '
by heor k“lhlnd. A H.ﬂ
Leavell, who died during 1944.
Mrs.. umu died Jan. 28 4t

the Seventh-day Adventift

Homg¢. Ventura - Estates, New-
Park, where she was a
res;

£,

fhé s survived by her
daughter and son-inlaw, Mrs
Mary Marle and Anthony B
Danley;  two :mdohlldrep,
Michael A ~Danjey and Mtas
all aof
Palmdm; a sister, Mrs, Ida

~of Russelville,. Ark.,
and }m timudcnﬂdrea
also,nf :
- %
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