Antelope Valley’'s ground
water overdralt is presently
occurring at the rate of 71.000
acre feet per vear and is ex-
pected {o double within the
next 20 vears without imported
water.

That  was  the statement
nide Tuesday noon by John
R, Teerink, director,  State

Department of Water
Resources, who was the guest
speaker at a special mecting
held by the Antelope Valley
Board of Trade at the Ramada
Inn,

Leermk pointed out that the
entire  state  entitlement  to
AVEKR is 138.000 acre feet per
vear. Within the next two
deeades, the overdraft would
exceed  the  entitlement, he
satd.

s Presuling at the
was Iid Schramm, chairman
of the AV Board of Trade
agricaltural and  water com-
mittee.
John

meeting

Alesso, Westside

rancier. told the crowd of
ahout 70 persons that the An-
telope Valley has two choices.
either to let aboul 90 per cent
of the agricultural land drv up
or to utilize supplemental
water from the aqueduct to
retain the present farms,

When Alesso asked for a
show of hands of any farmers
(there were more than a dozen
in the roomi whoe had ex-
perienced a rising waler table,
no one raised his hund,

AVEK Director

Willlam Ralston, newest
divector on the Antelope
Valley East Kern Water
Agency, said “There is no
question there s a need” for
supplemental water,

He said that if the voters do
not vote in the $7L million
water bond issue on June 4
any  subsequent  attempt to
build a distribution svstem
will he simniflicantly more ex-
pensive because of inflationury
factors

each year reported by Teeri

Teerink was introduced by
Ken Hall, who worked with
Teerink on several projects in
Sacramento. Hall is currently

secking  the 34th  Assembly
District seat.

Speaking briefly from the
audience  was  William
Orchard, a director on the

\Iojavc Water District hoard,
who is also seeking the 34(1
Assembly seat.

Teerink showed a film on
the State Water Project during
his {alk. -

$18 Million
He said that through 1973,

AVEK taxpavers have paid.

$10
supply

the State more than
million for a water
froem the stafe projeet.

Payments in 197¢ will ex- -

ceed $2 million and will conti-

nue in increasing amounis for

many vears {o come.
AVEK will conlinue to pay

regardless  of  whether the
agency  takes delivery of
another acre foot of water.
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“The longer you
{building a water dim
system), the more

Al Skelton, president
AVEK, asked Teerink
comment on  proposals- £
pressed by AVEK opponents
that  the agency should -he
dissolved.

Teerink pointed out that the
ageney has a signed coatract
with the stafe. .

“In no waVv can that con.

tract be abro«atcd " Teermk
said.

Murder suspect
bound over to
Superior Court

Thirty-six-vear-old John Lee
Culver of Littlerock has been
bound over fo Van. Nuys
Superior Court to face murder
charges following his prelimin-
ary hearing held Monday in
the Antelope Municipal Court.

ulver is accused of shooting
to decath Gene Arlo Brewer,
35. Wagon Wheel Bar barien-
der at the 839 E. Pearblos-
som Hwy, Liltlerock es tablish-
ment May 2.

Culver, whe lives at 9255 .
Ave. S, surrendered to AV
Sheriff's Station officials three
days after the faial shooling.
He had been sought by local

law enforcement officials in
connection with Drewer's
deatl.

Culver was represenied -at
the preliminary hearing by
los Angeles altorney Lewis .
Notrica, Deputy District At-
torney~-Ian Grant represent»
ine the nrasecuiion
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