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SCOTT S. SLATER (State Bar No. 117317) 
sslater@bhfs.com 
AMY STEINFELD (State Bar No. 240175) 
asteinfeld@bhfs.com 
BROWNSTEIN HYATT FARBER SCHRECK, LLP 
1021 Anacapa Street, 2nd Floor 
Santa Barbara, California  93101 
Telephone: 805.963.7000 
Facsimile: 805.965.4333 

Attorneys for ORO VISTA FARMS, LLC 
 

 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

CENTRAL DISTRICT 

Coordination Proceeding 
Special Title (Rule 1550(b)) 
 

ANTELOPE VALLEY GROUNDWATER 
CASES 
 
Including Consolidated Actions: 
 
Los Angeles County Waterworks District No. 40 
v. Diamond Farming Co.; Superior Court of 
California, County of Los Angeles, Case No. 
BC325201; 
 
Los Angeles County Waterworks District No. 40 
v. Diamond Farming Co.; Superior Court of 
California, County of Kern, Case No. S-1500-CV-
254348; 
 
Wm. Bolthouse Farms , Inc . v. City of Lancaster;  
Diamond Farming Co. v. City of Lancaster; 
Diamond Farming Co . v. Palmdale Water Dist.; 
Superior Court of California, County of Riverside, 
consolidated actions , Case Nos . RIC 
353840, RIC 344436 , RIC 344668; 
 
AND RELATED ACTIONS. 
 

Judicial Council Coordination Proceeding 
No. 4408 
 
LASC Case No. BC325201 
 
Santa Clara County  
Case No. 1-05-CV-049053 
Assigned for All Purposes to the 
Honorable Jack Komar Department 17C 
 
 
DECLARATION OF PAUL NUGENT 
IN SUPPORT OF ORO VISTA FARMS, 
LLC’S MOTION TO INTERVENE IN 
JUDGMENT 
 
[Filed concurrently with Notice of Motion 
and Motion to Intervene in Judgment; 
Declaration of Amy Steinfeld; and 
[Proposed] Order Granting Oro Vista Farms, 
LLC’s Motion to Intervene] 
 
Date: To Be Assigned 
Time: To Be Assigned 
Judge: Hon. Jack Komar 
Dept.: 17 
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I, Paul G. Nugent, declare as follows: 

1. I am the Manager of Oro Vista Farms, LLC, a California limited liability

company, the Movant herein. I have personal knowledge of the matters set forth herein, and if 

called as a witness, I could competently testify thereto. I hereby state that the documents attached 

hereto constitute writings compiled and prepared in the regular and ordinary course of business. 

2. Oro Vista is a pistachio farming operation, growing pistachios on RTS Orchards,

LLC’s lands within the Antelope Valley. 

3. On or about December 29, 2024, RTS Orchards, LLC tendered a Transfer Request

Form to the Antelope Valley Watermaster ("Watermaster"), requesting its approval of the transfer 

of one (1) acre-foot of water to Oro Vista Farms, LLC. A true and correct copy of that Transfer 

Request Form is attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and is incorporated herein by this reference. 

4. I am informed and believe that during the course of its standard due diligence, the

Watermaster and its Engineer confirmed that RTS Orchards, LLC possesses the right to use or 

transfer the permitted volume in the amount of one (1) acre-foot per year. A true and correct copy 

of the Watermaster Engineer’s January 8, 2025 Letter to the Watermaster Board regarding its 

review of the Transfer Request by RTS Orchards, LLC is attached hereto as Exhibit “B” and is 

incorporated herein by this reference. 

5. I am informed and believe that the Transfer Request came on for hearing during

the course of the Watermaster Board meeting on January 22, 2025, and that after a thorough 

discussion and consideration of the matter the Board voted unanimously to approve the transfer 

request. 

6. Attached hereto and incorporated by reference as Exhibit “C” is the fully executed

Resolution No. No. 25-7 “Approving Application for Transfer with Requirement to Intervene 

Pursuant to the Terms of the Judgment with Specified Conditions.” 

7. I am aware that the Watermaster’s approval of this transaction is conditioned upon

Oro Vista Farms, LLC successfully intervening as a party to the Judgment. 

8. Oro Vista Farms, LLC desires to intervene into this Action and become a Party to

the Judgment herein, and I respectfully request that this Court enter an Order to that effect. 
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I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 

,a+-�
foregoing is true and correct. Executed this ...LL day of February, 2025, at Bakersfield, 

California. 

PAUL NUGENT 

30641317.2 
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EXHIBIT A 















EXHIBIT B 



GROUNDWATER

January 8,2025

Robert Parris, Chair

Antelope Valley Watermaster Board

Re: RTS Orchards, LLC, to Oro Vista Farms, LLC

Watermaster Board:

Todd Groundwater finds that the attached application for a permanent transfer of 1 AFY of
production Rights from RTS Orchards, LLC, to Oro Vista Farms, LLC (Oro Vista Farms), is

complete, provided Oro Vista intervenes in the Judgment. RTS Orchards is an Exhibit 4 Party

with wells in the West Antelope Subarea (Figure 1). Oro Vista Farms is not a Party to the

Judgment but would like to buy the Production Right and to become a Party to the Judgment

after intervention.

RTS Orchards, LLC, currently has a Production right of !,494 AFY. lt produced 1,156.86 AF in

2023.

Oro Vista Farms intends to use this water on the property owned by RTS Orchards. lf Oro Vista

received a transfer and plans to produce more than l AFY on RTS Orchards' property, a

Material lnjury analysis will be conducted that considers the cumulative planned production by

both Oro Vista and RTS Orchards. lf Oro Vista Farms and RTS Orchards produce from the same

well, the two Parties must coordinate their metering and production reports so that the total

water produced is reported and appropriately designated to each Party.

This transfer does not represent a change in location of the Production Right' Due to the low

volume of water, Todd Groundwater finds the potential for Material lnjury to be negligible.

Todd Groundwater recommends the approval of this application on the condition that Oro

Vista Farms intervenes.

Sincerely,

TODD

4*w C,^LUu"
Maureen Reilly, P.E. Arden Wells, PG, CHG

Todd Groundwater, Antelope Valley Watermaster Engineer

l3O1 Mariner Square Loop, Suite 32O I Alameda, CA 945O'l l51O 747 6920 I toddgroundwater.com

159 AVWM Agenda Packet  01/22/2025
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EXHIBIT C 









32752482.1 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 
 

I am a resident of the United States and employed in Santa Barbara County. I am over the 
age of eighteen years and not a party to the within entitled action. My business address is 1021 
Anacapa Street, Second Floor, Santa Barbara, CA 93101. My electronic service address is 
meldridge@bhfs.com.  On February 20, 2025, I served the following documents on the parties in 
this action described as follows:  
 

DECLARATION OF PAUL NUGENT IN SUPPORT OF ORO VISTA FARS, 
LLC’S MOTION TO INTERVENE IN JUDGMENT 

 
[X] BY ELECTRONIC SERVICE: by posting the document(s) listed above to the 

Antelope Valley Groundwater Cases to all parties listed on the Santa Clara Superior 
Court Service List as maintained via Glotrans. Electronic service completed through 
http://www.avwatermaster.org.  

 
I declare under penalty of perjury, under the laws of the State of California, that the  

foregoing is true and correct.  Executed on February 20, 2025, at Santa Barbara, California. 
 
 
         
 
        ______________________________ 
        Melissa Eldridge 
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