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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

DEPARTMENT NO. 1 HON~ JACK KO.MAR, JUDGE 

COORDINATION PROCEEDING )-
SPECIAL TITLE (RUL'E l550B) ) 

) JUDICIAL COONC!L 
ANTELOPE VALLEY GROUNDWATER CASES) COORDINATION· NO ... !?440-S 
~~~~~~---'--~~~~------~--) 

) 
J?ALMOALE WATE.R DISTRICT AN.D ) SANTA CLARA CASE NO. 
QUARTZ HILL WATER DISTRICT, } 1-05-CV-049:053 

} 
CROss·-cdMP.LAIN7'\.NTS, J 

) 
vs ) 

) 

LOS ANGEL~S COUNT¥ WATERWORKS, ) 
DIS.TRICT NO. 40, E'l' AL, ) 

) 
CROSS-DEFE-NDANTS. ) 

~~~~~~~--~~~~~~---) 

APPEARANCES: 

REIPQltTER' S TRANSClU.PT OF ~ROCEEDINGS 

MORDA!', Al1G'O'ST 20, 2007 

(SEE AP~EARANCE PAGES) 

CHARLOT'l'E NICHOLAS .MOHAMED, CSR t2384 
OFFICIAL REPORTER 



1 APPEARANCES~ 
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FOR REBECCA LEE WILLIS: KRAUSE, f<ALFAYAN., BENINK 
& SLAVENS 
BY: DAVI.D B. ZLOTNICK, ESQ. 
625 BROAD.WAY, SOITE 635 
SAN DIEGO~ CA 92101 
( E)19) 23~-0331 

6 PALMDALE WATER DISTRICT 
QOART·Z H1LL WATER DISTRICT LAGERLOF, SENECAL, GOSNEY 

7 &. KRUSEt Lt..P 
B.Y.: THOMAS S. BUNN, II!1 E:SQ. 

9 301 NORTH LAKE AV$NUE 
lOTH FLOOR 

9 PASADENA, CA 911.Ql.-4108 
(626.} 793-9400 

10 
ROSAMONP CSD & L.A. COUNTY 

11 WATERWORKS BEST, BE.ST &. KRIEGER, LLP 
BY! JEFFREY V. DUNN, £SQ. 

12 5 PARK PIJ\ZA1 SCJITE 1.5.00 
IRVINE, CA 92614 

13 ( 949) 2.~:3-260·0 
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RAYMON.D G. FORTNER, JR. I 
COUNTY COONSE:t 
BY: FltEDERICl< W" PFASFFLE, 

~RlNCIPAL DEPUTY 
500 WEST TEMPLE ST~EET 
LO'S ANGELES, CA 9b012 
(213) 974-1.9:51 

DIAMOND F~ING COMPANY LE BEAU T~SLEN, LLP /,.,-­
BY: BOB ij. JOYCE, . ESQ. V 
$ Q,Q 1 EAST COMMERCBNTER .DRIVE 
P .o. BOX 120·92 
BAKERSFIELP1 CA 933·9 9-2092 
( 661) 32.5-8962 

BOLTliOUSE PROPERTIES, !NC- CLIFFORD & BROWN 1/ 
BY: RICHARD G. ZIMME·R, ESQ·. 
~AN!< OF AMERICA BUILD-ING 

C.ITY 0-F LOS ANGELES 

(VIA TELE-PHONE) 

1.430 TROXTUN· AVENUE, SUITE 900 
BAKERSFlEL·[), C~ 93.301-5230 
( 661) 322.-6023 

KRONICK MOSKOVITZ TIEDEMANN 
& GlRARD 
BY: JAN£T GOLDSMITE . ESQ. 
400 CAPITOL MALL, 27TH FLOOR 
SACRAMENT01 CA 95814~4417 
(916') 321-4500 



l APPEARANCES: (CONTINUED) 
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CITY OF PALMOALE 

ANT·ELOPE VALLEY GROUNDWATER 
AGREEMENT ASSOCIATION 
(AGWA) 
(PERSONALLY PRESENT) 
{VIA TELEPHONE} 

RICHARDS WATSON GE.RS.ON 
BY: JAMES L. MARKMAN, ESQ. 
1 CIVIC CENTER CIRCLE 
POST OfFICE BOX 1059 
BREA, CA 92822-1050 
(714) 990-0901 

BROWNSTEIN HYATT FARBER & SCHRECK 
BY: MICHAEL T. F!F.E, ESQ. 

BRADLEY J. aERREMA, ESQ. 
21 EAST C1\.RRILLO S'l'REET 
SAN'fA BAReARAr CA 93101 
(605) 963--7000 

tos ANGEL6S COUNTY SANITATION 
ll DISTRJ:CTS NOS. 14 & 2 .0 ELLISON f)CHNElDER ~ HARRIS, LLP. 

BY: CHRI$T.0PflER M. SAN-DERS, ESQ. 
12 2015 H STREET . 

SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-3109 
13 (916) 447-2166 
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$TATE OF C~t.IFORNIA 
(V'!/\ TELEP.HONE) 

TEJON RANCH COJ'{P. 

U • S • BOI{A;X 
(VIA TELEPBO.NE} 

ANTELOPE VAL.L.J!!Y E'}.\ST 
KERN WATE:l\ AGENCY (P.VEK) : 

Bitt !iOCKYER, ATTO'RNEY GENERAL 
BY: MIC.liA.SL L. CROW, DEPUTY 
1300 ! STREET_, SUITE 1101 
POST OFFICE BOX .944255 
SACRAMENTO, CA 94244-2550 
(916) 327...,7856 

NOSSA.MAN GUTliNElR KNOX ELLtOT'l' 
BY: HENRY S. WEINSTOCK, ESQ. 
445 SOUTH FIGUEROA STREET 
31ST FLOOR 
Los· ANGELES" CA 90071 
(213) 612-7839 

MORRISON: & FOERS'l'ER, LLP 
BY: WILL'lAM M. SLOAN, ESQ. 
4 25 f>fARKEII' STRE.ET 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94105-24-82 
{415) 268-7209 

B.RUN.ICK,. MC ~-LHANEY ~. BECKETT 
BY ·: WILLIM-! ;I. BRUNICK, ESQ. 
163.9 CO~MERCENTE.R WEST . . 
SAN BERNARDINO, CA 92408 
< 909) 88'9-8301 
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APP"EARANCES (CONTINUED). 

THE UNITED STATES: 
(VIA TELEPHONE} 

ANTELOPE VALLEY 
MUTUAL GROUP 

SP.C oeL SUR RANCH 

(VIA 'rEL£l?HONE) 

ANA:VEROE 

HEALY ENTERPRISES, SHE:EE 
CRE.El{, S~RVlCE ROCI< 

WJ:\.GAS LAND co. 

PALMDALE HILLS l?~OPERTY 
AND NORTHROP GRUMMAN 

(VIA T.'ELEPHONE) 

R • LEE LEI.NINGER 
U. $'. DEPARTMENT OF JOSTIC:E 
ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES 
DIVISION 
1961 ST0UT STREET I 8TH FLOOR 
DENVER, CO 80294 
(303) 844-1364 

COVINGTON & CROWE 
BY: ROBEl'\ir' E. DOUGHERTY, ESQ. 
1131 WE.ST SIXTEl S~REET, SUITE 300 
ONTARIO, CA 91162 
(909) 983-9393 

' ALLEN MATKIN$ LECK GAM:a:LE MALLORY 
& NA;TSJS I LLP 
BY: M;rCRAEL J. HOLMES( ESQ. . ' 
501 W. BROADWAY, f900 
SAN DIEGO" CA 92i01 
{619) 233-115-5 

LEWIS BRISBOIS BI SGAARO &: SMITH 
BY: CLAIRE HE~VEY COLLINS, ESQ. 
221 ~. F!GOEROA, SU'IT.t! l~WO 
LOS ANGELES, CA 9'0012 
c213) 2so: .. 1 aoo 

GRESHAM SAVAGE NOLAN & T!LDEN 
BY: MICHAEL tJfJANE DAVIS, E.$Q. 
3750 UNIVERS;tTY AVENUE, SUITE 2.50 
RIVE~SIOE, CA 92501-3335 
(951) 684-2171 

HANNA AND. MORTON LLP 
BY: EDWARD $. RENW!CK, ESQ .. 
44.4 $. FLOWER STREET, STE 1500 
i.os ANGELES~ CA 90.07J. 
(21$) 628•7132 EXT 5-16 

WESTON BENSHOOF RocHE·FORT 
RUBALCAVA MAC CUISH~ LLP 
BY.: TAMMY L. JONES, E.SQ. 
333 SOOTH HOPE STREE.!'1', 16TH FL 
LOS AN~ELES, CA 90071 
(213) 576-1000 
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APPEARANCES: (CONTINUED) 

COPA DE ORO LANO Cb. 
(VlA TELEPHONE} 

IN J?ROP·RIA PERSONA-: 
(VIA T£.Ll:PHONE) 

BARTKIEWICZ KRONICK & SHANAHAN 
BY: RYAN BEZERRA, ESQ. 
10)..l TWENTY-SECOND STREET 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95816-4901 
(916) 446~4254 

SHELDON R. BLUM, ESQ. 
2242 CA"MDEN AVENUE, SUITE 201 
SAN JOSE, CA 95124 
(4D8.) 377-7320 
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LOS ANGELES, CALI FORNI A; MONI>AY, JANUARY 14 , 2008; Sh 0.2 A. M. 

DEPARTMENT NO. 1 HON . JACK KOMAR, JUDGE 

CASE NO.: SANTA CLARA CASE NO. l--05-CV-0490$3 

CASE l'IAM$.: ANTELOPE VALLEY GROUNDWATER CASES 

APPEAltANCBS : (AS ~OTED ON TITLE PAGE) 

(CHARLOTTE NICHOLAS MOHAMED, CSR #2364} 

---o---
THE COUR'f ~ ALL RIGHT. GOOD MORNI.NG. 

(.ALL l\NSWER ''GOO.D MORN ING, !COOR RON OR") 

THE COURT: WE ARE HERE ON THE ANTELOPE VALLEY 

COO~DINATED CASES. 

LET'S HAVE APPmAM.NCES FROM ALL COUNS:EL WHO 

IN'TEND TO APPEAR. AND LET ME JUST REM!NO YOO THAT EACH TIME 

YOU SPEAK YOU SliOULJ' IDENTIFY YOUR~ELF. 

ANO ON THIS FIRST GO-AROUNDi STATE YOUR NAME AND 

SPELL YOUR LAS.T NAME• 

MR. DOUGHER'.J'Y: GOOD MORNING. 

ROBERT DOUGHERTY, YOU~ HONOR, FO.R THI!: A V U~ITED 

MOTUAL GROUP. 

o~o~u-G-H-E-R~T-r. 

MR. ZLOTN.I-CK: YOUR HONOR, DAVID ZLOTNICK, 

S-L-0-T-N-I-C'-I<, FOR REBECCA WILLIS AND 'l'HE CLASS . 

MR. JOYCE: GOOD MORNING, YOUR HONOR. 

1 

BOB JOYCE .APPEARING ON BEHALF OF DIAMOND FARMING 

COMPANY AND CRYSTAL E'.1\RMS -- EXCUSE ME -- C.RXST:At ORGANlC LLC. 

THAT IS u-0-Y-C-E. 

MR. ZIMMER: GOOD MORNING, YOUR HONOR.. 
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FRANKLY I THINK MAYBE IT HAS GOT TO BE A. SUl3CLASS, B.UT I THINK 

WE WILL HAVE TO FILE A MOTION AS HE REQUESTED. AND THIS IS 

SUBJECT TO HEARING FROM OTHER COONS£L HERE THIS MORNING, BU'l' 

IT SEEMS TO ME THAT IT IS POS·SIBLE FOR MR. ZLOTNICK TO 

RE:PRESENT NONPUMPERS AND SMA·tL PUMPERS up· TO A POINT. ANO l\T 

THE POINT WHERE THE !NTERESTS DlVERGE:, W:E CAN SEE.K OTHER 

COUNSEL. TQ CARRY ON REPRESEN-T;J:NG THE SMALL PUMPERS. NOW THAT 

MAY SE ONB APPROACH TO IT. 

AND I UNDERSTAND THAT FROM COUNSELS ' STANOPOINT 

YOU WOU'LD BE NERVOUS Al'OUT NOW REPRESENT·ING· ONE .A.GAINST THE 

OTHER, ASSUMING THAT THAT '.l:S· T'HE CASE. BOT DI\TE"RGENCE IS NOT 

NECESSARILY CONFLICT. 

MR. DOUGHERTY: WELL, 'fHAT IS TROE, YOOR HONOR.' BU'l' 

I'VE BASICA.lJ,Y HAD MY SAY, SO I'LL --

THE COURT: ALI, Rl GHT. WELL, I . APPR$C1ATE THAT VERY 

MU.CH, MR~ DOUGii"ERTY. 

I THlNK MR. FIFE WOULD LII<E TO ADDRESS 0$: ON 

THIS~ 

MR~ .FIFEt GOOD MORNING. 

MICHAEL FIFE1 ANTELOPE VAL·LEY $ROUNOWATER 

AGREEMENT ASSOC!ATION. 

r J\GREE WITH MR. DOUGH&RTY THAT IT IS DIFFICULT 

'l'O K~OW WHERE TO START. vlE HAVE THIS $AME DISCOSSJO~ EVERY 

'l'IME WE COME HERE4 l THINK WE HAVE HAD IT NOW FOUR OR FIVE 

TlMES. 

WE WANT THIS CASE TO MOVE FORWARD. THE ONLY 

WAY AND YOU ARE RTGJ{T -- THE ONLY 'WAY THIS CASE IS GOING TO 

E~D IS THROUGH SETTLEM.EN'P.; THIS CASE CAN 1·T GO TO TRIAL.. AND 

Ralph
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J. ANYTHING THAT INT~RFERES WITH SETTLEMENT rs INTERFERING WIT.H 

2 THIS CASE MOVING FORWARD. 

3 MR. ZLOT~ICK, IF HE REPRESENTS BOTH PVMPERS AND 

4 NONPUMPERS, IS GOING TO tlAVE AN IMPOSSIBLE TIME PARTICI.P.ATING 

5 IN THE SETTLEMENT NEGOTIATIONS BECAOSE A CENTRAL ISSUE IN 

6. THOSE NE:GOTrATIONS IS HOW TO MCONCILE THE RIGHTS OF THE 

7 PUMPERS VERSUS THE NONPUMPERS. 

8 I REPRESENT PUMp;ERS. 00~ BIGGEST C'ONCERN ts NOT 

9 THE WATER PURVEYORS / IT 1 S THE NONP.UMPERS. AND MOST OF OtJR 

10 ·PAR:T!'CIPATION lN 'rH.E SETTLEMEN'l' NEGOTIATIONS -- WHIGH ARE 

11 UNDERWAY RIGHT NOW, THIS ISN'T SOMETHING IN TH$ FUTURE OOR 

12 PRINCI"PAL CONCERN !S TO GET A. SETTL.F.lMENT THAT PROTECTS US FROM 

13 TH.E NONPUMP.El~S. Ir wt CAN GET A SETTL.EMENT,. Tfi.EN THESE PHASES 

14" 

15 

16 

OF TRIAL soca AS BAS'IN CHARAC!l'ERIS'l'ICS, PRESCRIPTlON, ET 

CETERA, MAY ~&COME MOOT. MAYBE WE CAN AVOID THEM ALTOGETHER. 

IF WE HAVE A PROJ?ER SETTLEMENT IN THE WORKS, PERHAPS WE CAN 

1 t .HA.VE STIPULATIONS ABOUT THOSE TH!NGS1 WE CAN REACH CONSENSUS. 

18 BECAUSE IF PEOPLE KNOW WHEaE THE RESOLUTION IS GOING, THEN 

19 THEY CAN BE LESS CONCERNED ABOUT WHETHER WE HAVE SUBSASINS OR 

20 NON-SU5BASl,NS. 

21 THE COURT: 'HOW 00 ".(Ot} HAVE STIPOLA'rIONS WITH PART·IES 

22 WHO ARE NOT PART1E.S TC WHICH TH& COURT HAS. NOT OBTAINED 

23 JURISDICTl.ON.? 

24 MR. FIFE: RIGfiT, SO THE QUESTION IS HOW TO GE-!1 TfiOSE 

25 PEOl?LE IN. AND THE POSIT!ON THAT THE COURT ftAS GOTTeN TO AT 

26 tr'HE END OF EVERY SINGLE ONE OF OUR PAST HALF DOZEN HEARINGS rs 

27 

2~ 

THAT THERE SHOULD BE THE ZLOTNICK CLASS FOR THE NONPUMPERS --­

AND THERE ARE ABOUT 3 HUNORED THOUSAND PEOPLE IN THE ANTELOPE 

Ralph
Highlight


