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 The parties to the global settlement have not made any progress on the 

issue of class counsel fees and costs.  The position of the two sides remains the 

same as explained to the Court in recent hearing, namely, that District 40 and the 

other remaining defendants to Wood v. Los Angeles County Waterworks et al. 

insist that all other parties to the consolidated proceedings bear potential 

exposure to class counsel’s fees and costs.  The other parties to the litigation 

demand agreement they will not be exposed to those fees and costs.  

 There is a simple way avoid this logjam, and put the question of the fees 

and costs directly to the Court.  If District 40 and the non-settling defendants in 

Wood settle the class case on terms entirely consistent with the now fully 

negotiated global settlement, the issue of allocation of attorneys’ fees and costs 

will come before the Court.  Once that issue is removed from the equation, one 

could reasonably expect that the global settlement will be completed.   
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