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| The following propos,ed‘First Amendcd Case Management Order for's.ettlément approval
hearings related to settlement of the Small Pumper Class claims and a more global settlement among the
majority of partics was proposed by the Small Pumpu Class and Jomed by a number of other parties.
The proposed First Amended Case Management Order came before the Court pursuant to an Ex Partc
Application to Amend the Case Management Order, entered on November 4, 2014, which was heard at
the Case Management Conference on J énuary 22,2015. The Court, being fuﬂy advised, adopts ahd

revises the schedule as follows:

1. The deadline for ﬁlmg Stlpulatlon(s) for Entry of Judgment by the Stipulating
Parties shall be February 26, 2015. Upon the filing of the Stlpulatlons, the following procedures are
established for thc approval of the Small Pumper Class bettluncnt dnd the Proposed.Judgment and
Phyqlcal Solutlon -
2. The Small Pumper Class Motion for Preliminary Approval of the proposed Small
Pumper Class settlement shall be scheduled for hearing on March 19 2015 at 9 00 a.m. The hearing

will do the followm;,

a. Preliminary presentation of Settlement, including Physical Solution, to the
Court; h | : h
b. Determine the Small Puﬁiper Class membership cldsing date shall be the

date of final approval of the Small Pumper Class settlement, with notice of same to

be sent out in the Small Pumper Class notice of set_tlement;

C. Set a deadling of April 6, 2015 for the ma.il't',vng'of the Class notice;

d. Determine and Order the Form of Notice to (Elas's’; - '

e. Set a deadline of May 15, 2015 for objections to the Small Pumper Class
_Settlement,

.f. ‘Set a date of Auaust 3, 2015 for the F almess/Fmal Approval hearing to

take place at the same date and time as the Court hearmg, on the approval of the
Stipulated Judgment and Physical Solution. The heanng w111 be held in Los
Angeles starting at 9:00 a.m.

Antelope Valley Groundwater Litigation (Consohdared Cases)
Los Angeles County Superior Court, Lead Case No. BC 325 201
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3. k Suoject to the prior Orders of the Court, wt'itten statement orf bobjectio'ns to the
proposed Stipulated J udgment and Physical So]ution,'and any assertion of claims or rights to produce
groundwaler from the Basin by a Non-Stipulating Party, shall be due no later than April 7, 2015. Parties
not part of the agreement are to advise the Court of their desire to separately adjudicate their claims by
no later than Aprll 7, 2015,

' 4. - ~ Disclosire of witnesses and exhibits reg,ardmg any objecnons to the Proposed
Stipulated Judgment and Physical Solution, assertion of claims or ri ghts to produce groundwater from
the Basin by Non- Stlpulatmg Parties, the Public Water Suppliers claim of prescription, and the prove-up
by the Stlpulatmg Partics for the Stipulated Judgment and Physical Solution shall be due no later than
April 27, 2015. '

5. Discovery regardmg objectnons to the proposed Stlpulated J udgment and Physical
Solution, claim of prescription, and any assertion of claims or rights of by Non-Stipulating Parties shall
be completed by July 17, 2015. . | _

6. Tnals or heanngs on fi nal approval of the Small Pumper Class Settlement and on
prove-up of the Stlpulatcd Judgment and Physical Solution shall commence on August 3, 2015, and
continuing through August 7, 2015,_and if necessary, August-17.through August 21, 2015. Subject
to further orders and scheduling of the Court, such trial or hearings shall include the taking of evidence
regardm;, the followmg, subjects '

a. Prescnptlon by the Publzc Water Supphers,
b, Prove-up by Stipulating Parties;

€. Proof of claim to produce groundwater by Non- Stlpulatmg Parties;
d.  Prove-up of defaults; '

€. . Prove-up of Physical Solution; »
£ Falrness and final approval of the Small Pumper Class Settlement

7. Within thlrty (30) days of the finul approval by the Court of the Small Pumper
Class Settlement, the Small Pumper Class shall file with the Court cither:
a. A stipulation provndmg for payment of attorneys fees and expert fees and

costs;

Antelope Valley Groundwater Litigation (Consolidated Cases)
Los Angeles County Superior Court, Lead Case No. BC 325 201
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1 ‘ b. A petition for payment of attorneys’ fees and expert fees'and cost.

Dated: __ MAR 27 2015 Q%?/ﬂ{ o

l-!,ofl. Jack Komar
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Robert H. Brumfield, I11 (State Bar No. 114467)
bob@brumfield-haganlaw.com

BRUMFIELD & HAGAN, LLP

A Limited Liability Partnership

2031 F Street

Bakersfield, CA 93301

Telephone: (661) 215-4980

Facsimile: (661) 215-4989

Attorneys for Mark Ritter, Successor Trustee of the
Ritter Family Trust

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - CENTRAL DISTRICT

ANTELOPE VALLEY | Judicial Council Coordination No. 4408
GROUNDWATER CASES
CLASS ACTION
Included Actions:
Los Angeles County Waterworks District Santa Clara Case No. 1-05-CV-049053
No. 40 v. Diamond Farming Co., Superior
Court of California, County of Los CASE MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE
Angeles, Case No. BC 325201 STATEMENT OF MARK RITTER,
SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE OF THE RITTER
Los Angeles County Waterworks District FAMILY TRUST
No. 40 v. Diamond Farming Co., Superior
Court of California, County of Kern, Case Date: September 4, 2015
No. S-1500-CV-254348 Time: 1:30 p.m.
Place: Santa Clara County Superior Court
Wm. Bolthouse Farms, Inc. v. City of (via CourtCall)

Lancaster, Diamond Farming Co. v. City of
Lancaster, Diamond Farming Co. v.
Palmdale Water District, Superior Court of
California, County of Riverside, Case Nos.
RIC 353 840, RIC 344 436, RIC 344 668

Mark Ritter, Successor Trustee of the Ritter Family Trust (hereinafter “Ritter Family
Trust”), hereby respectfully submits his Case Management Conference Statement as follows:

Mark Ritter’s mother, Paula E. Ritter, and his father, Edgar C. Ritter, were formerly the
Trustees of the Ritter Family Trust. According to the attorney for the Antelope Valley Ground
Water Agreement Association (“AGWAT”), Michael T. Fife, the Ritter Family Trust was
approached about becoming involved as a part of the AGWA in this litigation.

While Mark Ritter does not know what exactly happened, as both his father Edgar and
-1-
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mother Paula are now deceased, undersigned counsel searched the court’s docket and determined
that an answer and cross complaint was filed by Mr. Fife’s office on behalf of Edgar C. Ritter,
Paula E. Ritter, and Paula E. Ritter as Trustee of the Ritter Family Trust, with the answer being
filed January 2, 2007 and a first amended cross-complaint of the AGWA being filed January 26,
2007. Mark Ritter was unaware of these filings until undersigned counsel located them just prior
to a meeting with Mr. Riiter on August 14, 2015. Thereafter, Mr. Ritter engaged undersigned
counsel to represent him in this case.

Counsel for the AGWA has indicated that nothing was done on behalf of the Ritter Family
Trust, despite the fact that Mr. Fife’s firm continues as counsel of record for the Ritter Family
Trust, and now the Ritter Family Trust finds it in a position where it’s counsel of record did not
take steps to represent its client nor did it not substitute out of said representation. All of these
actions occurred prior to the time Mark Ritter was successor trustee and prior to the time Mark
Ritter ever even knew about this particular litigation.

The Ritter Family Trust does pump groundwater every year and primarily grows alfalfa.
Records are currently being obtained as to its water production which has occurred for many
years in the past.

In fairness to the Ritter Family Trust, undersigned counsel would request that the court
sever it from the upcoming trial in September 28, 2015, and allow it the opportunity to produce
documents as to its water usage and to conceivably be included in a settlement or at least allow at
the opportunity to prove up its use at a subsequent hearing.

Counsel does not want to unduly delay the issues, but because of the representation issue
referenced above and now the obvious need of the Ritter Family Trust to protect his own interests
and obtain its own counsel, this request is being made in faimess. Undersigned counsel will also
request that Mr. Fife’s office formally execute a substitution of attorneys substituting in
Brumfield & Hagan in place of Mr. Fife’s firm. Accordingly, the Ritter Family Trust requests
that it be allowed time to gather such documents and evidence as may be necessary to support its
claims in these cases and to present that to the court at a later time.

111
-2-
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Dated: September 3, 2015

BRUMFIELD & HAGAN, LLP
A Limited Liability Partnership

{/LJ\Q
—
By:

Robert H. Brumfield, 111
Attorneys for Mark Ritter, Successor Trustee
of the Ritter Family Trust

-3-
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ATTORNEY OR PARTY WITHOUT ATTORNEY (Name, State Bar number, and address). FOR COURT USE ONLY
| Jeffrey V. Dunn/SBN 131926

Stefanie D. Hedlund/SBN 239787

Best Best & Krieger LLP

5 Park Plaza, Suite 1500, Irvine, California 92614

TELEPHONE NO: (949) 263-2600 FAXNO. (Optiona)  (949) 260-0972
E-MAIL ADDRESS (Optional).  jeffrey. dunn@bbklaw.com
ATTORNEY FOR (Name): L os Angeles County Waterworks District No. 40

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF Los Angeles
sTReeT ADORESS: 111 North Hill Street
MAILING ADDRESS:
cirvanp zie cove: Los Angeles, CA 90012
BrRancH NaME:  Central Branch

PLAINTIFF/PETITIONER: L OS ANGELES COUNTY WATERWORKS DISTRICT NO.
40, et al.

DEFENDANT/RESPONDENT: DIAMOND FARMING COMPANY, et al.

CASE NUMBER:

NOTICE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT—CIVIL Judicial Council Coordination
Proceeding No. 4408

TO (insert name of party being served): PAULA RITTER

NOTICE

The summons and other documents identified below are being served pursuant to section 415.30 of the California Code of Civil
Procedure. Your failure to complete this form and return it within 20 days from the date of mailing shown below may subject you
(or the party on whose behalf you are being served) to liability for the payment of any expenses incurred in serving a summons
on you in any other manner permitted by law.

If you are being served on behalf of a corporation, an unincorporated association (including a partnership), or other entity, this
form must be signed by you in the name of such entity or by a person authorized to receive service of process on behalf of such
entity. In all other cases, this form must be signed by you personally or by a person authorized by you to acknowledge receipt of
summons. If you return this form to the sender, service of a summons is deemed complete on the day you sign the
acknowledgment of receipt below.

Date of mailing: June 10, 2009

Stefanie D. Hedlund /CJM/Z(
(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) 15 NATUREOFSENDER MUSTNOTBEAPARTY!NTHISCASE

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT

This acknowiedges receipt of (to be cbmpleted by sender before mailing):
. A copy of the summons and of the complaint.

2. DX Other (specify): Summons on First Amended Cross-Complaint, First Amended Cross-Complaint, Model Answer to

Complaint and All Cross-Complaints

(To be completed by recipient):

Date this form is signed: u»/l q [ o9

y
Piviy £ RiTiew TEe N

TYPE OR PRINT YOUR NAME AND NAME OF ENTITY, IF ANY, (SIGNATURE OF PERSON ACKNOWLEDGING RECEIPT, WITH TITLE IF
ON WHOSE BEHALF THIS FORM IS SIGNED) ACKNOWLEDGMENT IS MADE ON BEHALF OF ANOTHER PERSON OR ENTITY)
Page 10of1

Form Adopted for Mandatory se
Judicial Council of California
P0OS-015 [Rev. January 1, 2005]

NOTICE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT — CIVIL

Code of Civil Procedure,
§§ 415.30, 417.10
www.courtinfo.ca.gov

American LegalNet, Inc.
www.USCourtForms.com
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Edgar (Pete) Ritter, co-owner of Ritter & Godde Ranch in Lancaster, has died in Lancaster. He was 61.
Alifelong Antelope Valley resident, Ritter died Thursday of a heart attack, said his wife, Paula Ritter.

Born in Palmdale, Ritter worked on his family's ranch in Leona Valley during his childhood. After
graduating from Antelope Valley High School in 1949, Ritter became business partners with Forrest
Godde. The pair ran local alfalfa ranches and, in 1959, purchased 1,000 acres in west Lancaster that they
named Ritter & Godde Ranch. Ritter worked on the alfalfa ranch until the time of his death.

He was a member of the Los Angeles County Farm Bureau and the Lancaster Elks Club.

In addition to his wife of 37 years, Ritter is survived by his son, Mark Ritter of Lancaster; daughter,
Andria Mayfield of Quartz Hill; brothers, Ralph Ritter of Phelan, Calif., and John Ritter of Yerington,
Nev.; sister, Susie Tatum of Burden, Kan., and six grandchildren.

Visitation is planned for noon today, with a 1 p.m. funeral at Halley-Olsen Funeral Chapel, 44802 N. Date
Ave., Lancaster. Burial will follow at Lancaster Cemetery. Donations can be made in Ritter's name to the
Antelope Valley 4-H Council, in care of Dana Ritter, 51201 9oth St. West, Lancaster 93536.

Email Share lﬂ 0 Tweet -~ 0 {0]

From the Web Sponsored Links by Taboola

Recycled Oil Field Wastewater is Clean
LA Times I Chevron

Stunning Credit Cards For Those With Average Credit
NextAdvisor

The 3 Super High-Paying Cash Back Cards For Those With Good Credit
LendingTree

Forget The iPhone 7. Next Apple Sensation Leaked
The Motley Fool

From Harvard To Hollywood: Celebrities With Ivy League Degrees
Your Daily Dish

http://articles.latimes.com/1992-02-25/local/me-2623_1_ritter-s-name
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Obituary Notices and Memorials

RITTER, PAULA ELAINE
RITTER, Paula Elaine Age 76, passed away November 30, 2010, in
Lancaster, California. She was born April 30, 1934, in EImhurst, Illinois and

has lived in the Antelope Valley since 1945. In 1954, Paula married Pete

RESTORING
E 1885

LIVES SIN

Ritter of the Ritter family who pioneered the Antelope Valley. She and her
husband were longtime Westside farmers here in the Antelope Valley. Paula
enjoyed reading, painting, and cross stitching. She is survived by one
daughter and one son, Andria Mayfield of Antelope Acres, Mark Ritter and his
wife Dana of Lancaster, six grandchildren, Paul Mayfield of Antelope Acres,
Kenny Mayfield and his wife Coryanne of Alameda, Marissa Larson and her
husband Jake of Ft. Drumm, N.Y., Bonnie Schaefer and her husband Chris of
Rosamond, Annie and Pete Ritter both of Lancaster, four great-
grandchildren, Vincent, Connor and Alexis Mayfield and Gracie Schaefer.
Funeral services will be held at 11 a.m., Tuesday, December 7, 2010, at
Halley-Olsen- Murphy, Lancaster Chapel. Interment to follow at Lancaster
District Cemetery. www.homlancaster.com
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