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Michael D. McLachlan (State Bar No. 181705)

LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL D. McLACHLAN, APC
44 Hermosa Avenue

Hermosa Beach, California 90254

Telephone: (310) 954-8270

Facsimile: (310) 954-8271

mike@mclachlan-law.com

Daniel M. O’Leary (State Bar No. 175128)
LAW OFFICE OF DANIEL M. O'LEARY
2300 Westwood Boulevard, Suite 105

Los Angeles, California 90064

Telephone: (310) 481-2020

Facsimile: S310) 481-0049
dan@danolearylaw.com

Attorneys for Plaintiff Richard Wood and the Class

SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

Coordination Proceedin Judicial Council Coordination
Special Title (Rule 15508))) Proceeding No. 4408

é%gEESLOPE VALLEY GROUNDWATER | | ead Case No. BC 325201

RICHARD A. WOOQOD, an individual, on )
behalf of himself and all others similarly Case No.: BC 391869

situated, SUPPLEMENTAL
DECLARATION OF MICHAEL D.
Plaintiff MCLACHLAN IN SUPPORT OF
! OPPOSITION TO MARK
v RITTER’S MOTION TO SET
' ASIDE JUDGMENT

LOS ANGELES COUNTY
i Date: February 10, 2016
WATERWORKS DISTRICT NO. 40; et | Tire. 10-00 a-m.
al. Place: Room 222
Stanley Mosk Courthouse

Defendants. 111 North Hill Street
Los Angeles, CA
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SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION OF MICHAEL D. MCLACHLAN

I, Michael D. McLachlan, declare:

1. I make this declaration of my own personal knowledge, except where
stated on information and belief, and if called to testify in Court on these matters,
| could do so competently.

2. I am co-counsel of record of record for Plaintiff Richard Wood and
the Small Pumper Class, and am duly licensed to practice law in California.

3. Attached as Exhibit 22 is a true and correct copy of the relevant
pages of the final deposition transcript of Mark Ritter, taken in this matter on
January 27, 2016. The highlighted text is the same as what is contained in
Exhibit 18 to my original declaration — the “rough” transcript of this same
deposition — except that | note that pagination of the final transcript differs from
that in the rough transcript.

| declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California

that the foregoing is true and correct. Executed this 5t day of February, 2016, at

. Digitally signed by Michael D.
Michael D. g
® DN:cn=Michael D. McLachlan, o=Law

Offices of Michael D. McLachlan, ou,

McLachlan e

Date: 2016.02.05 17:32:49 -08'00'

Hermosa Beach, California.

Michael D. McLachlan
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SUPERI OR COURT FOR THE STATE OF CALI FORNI A
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

Coor di nati on Proceedi ng
Special Title (Rule 1550(b)),

ANTELOPE VALLEY GROUNDWATER CASES

RI CHARD A. WOOD, an i ndi vi dual ,
on behal f of himself and all
others simlarly situated,

Case No. BC 391869

Plaintiff,

LOS ANGELES COUNTY WATERWORKS
DI STRI CT 40; et al.,

Def endant s.
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DEPOSI TI ON OF MARK STEVEN RI TTER
VEEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2016

Reported By:
DEBORAH KI NSELLA
CSR No. 13808
Job No. 2224143
Pages 1 - 53
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SUPERI OR COURT FOR THE STATE OF CALI FORNI A
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

Coor di nati on Proceedi ng
Special Title (Rule 1550(b)),

ANTELOPE VALLEY GROUNDWATER CASES

RI CHARD A. WOOD, an i ndi vi dual ,
on behal f of himself and all
others simlarly situated,

Plaintiff,

LOS ANGELES COUNTY WATERWORKS
DI STRI CT 40; et al.,

Def endant s.

N’ N’ N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

Deposition of MARK STEVEN RI TTER, taken on behal f of
Plaintiff R chard Wood and the Class at 2049 Century
Park East, Suite 2450, Los Angeles, California 90069,
comencing at 2:08 p.m, and ending at 3:12 p.m on
Wednesday, January 27, 2016, before Deborah Kinsell a,
CSR No. 13808.
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APPEARANCES:
FOR PLAI NTI FF RI CHARD WOOD AND THE CLASS:

LAW OFFI CES OF DANIEL M O LEARY
BY: DANIEL M O LEARY, ESQ.
10490 Santa Moni ca Boul evard
Los Angeles, California 90025
310.481. 2020
dan@anl earyl aw. com

FOR MARK RI TTER, | NDI VI DUALLY AND AS SUCCESSOR
TRUSTEE OF THE RI TTER FAM LY TRUST:

BRUMFI ELD & HAGAN LLP

BY: ROBERT H. BRUMFI ELD, ESQ.
2031 F Street

Bakersfield, California 93301
661. 215. 4980
bob@runfi el d- hagenl aw. com

FOR ANTELOPE VALLEY GROUNDWATER AGREEMENT
ASSOCI ATI ON:

BROWNSTEI N HYATT FARBER & SCHRECK
BY: M CHAEL T. FIFE, ESQ.

1020 State Street

Santa Barbara, California 93101
805. 963. 7000

mife@hfs.com

FOR L. A. COUNTY WATERWORKS, DI STRI CT 40:
OFFI CE OF COUNTY COUNSEL, COUNTY OF
LOS ANGELES
BY: WARREN R. WVELLEN, ESQ.
500 West Tenple Street, 6th Floor
Los Angeles, California 90012
213.974.9668
wwel | en@ounsel | acounty. gov

Al so Present (via telephone): M. MEIlIhaney
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LOS ANGELES, CALI FORNI A
VIEEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2016

2:08 P.M

MARK STEVEN RI TTER,
havi ng been first duly sworn by the reporter,

was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

EXAM NATI ON
BY MR. O LEARY:

Q Let nme have you start by stating your nanme and
spelling it, please.

A Ful | name?

Q Yeah. Full nanme, please.

A Mark Steven Ritter, Ma-r-k S-t-e-v-e-n
Ri-t-t-e-r.

Q Okay, M. Ritter. MW nane is Dan O Leary. |I'm
goi ng to be taking your deposition. W're going to nove
pretty quick. You're not going to be here very | ong,
but there's a couple ground rules that I want to neke
cl ear at the beginning.

Nunmber 1, the nost inportant, the oath just
adm ni stered by the court reporter is the same oath you
woul d take if this were a courtroomwi th a judge and

jury present.
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Do you understand that?
A Unh- huh.
Q Nunber 2, you have to make your answers ver bal

So you're comruni cati ng when you say "Uh-huh," but it

doesn't show up well in the transcript, so | mght prod
you for a "Yes" or a "No." Okay?
A Okay.

Q So, "Yes," you understand the significance of
the oath that was just adm nistered?
A Yes.
Q Ckay. Like |l said, this will be pretty quick,
| think. Nevertheless, it's not a contest of endurance.
If you want to take a break for any reason or speak with
your |awyer, let nme know, and | will accommpdate you.
Okay?
A Yeah.
Q Al right. Let me start off by asking you
this:
When did you first |earn about groundwater
l[itigation in the Antel ope Valley?
A | don't remenber exactly when it was. Probably
whenever everybody el se found out about it.
(M. MElI haney joins the deposition via
t el ephone.)

Iy
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BY MR O LEARY:
Q Al right. Let me ask you to repeat that
answer .

A Whenever all the other farners found out about

Q Okay. Any estimate for us as to how | ong ago

t hat was?

A It was a long tinme. | don't know. It nust
have been 15 years ago, | guess.

Q Okay.

A Sonmet hing |ike that.

Q Okay. Your nmother was still alive at the tinme?

A  Yeah.

Q Al right. And how did you |earn about it, if
you recal | ?

A | think just all the other farners talking
anongst ourselves, you know.

Q Okay. Any particular group? Farm Bureau? 4H?

A  The nei ghbors next door, Maritorena Farns,
because they're the ones that had the neeting about this
ri ght away.

Q Okay. Did you attend that neeting?

A Yeah.

Q Okay. And your best estimate is somewhere in

t he range of 15 years ago?
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Yes.
Al right. D d your nomattend that neeting?
No.

Anyone else in your famly?

> O » O >

No.

Q Okay. You currently farmalfalfa in the
Ant el ope Valley; is that right?

A Yes.

Q AmI right that the address, this property
address, the property where you do that farmng, is

51201 90th Street West?

A Yes.

Q Lancaster?

A Yes.

Q And that property is served by two groundwater
wel | s?

A Yes.

Q And that was true at the tine you first |earned
about the groundwater litigation?
Yes.
Okay. Do you live at that address?
Yes.
How | ong have you |ived there?

Si nce probably 1982.

o » O > O >

Al right. Continuously?
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A Yeah.

Q Did your father live at that address while he

was alive?

A No.

Q Okay. And how about your nother?

A No.

Q Have you been involved in farm ng that
conti nuously since 19827

A Yes.

| and

Q Al right. You nmentioned that the groundwater

litigation was di scussed anong farnmers, and there was a

meeti ng maybe 15 or so years ago at a nei ghbor

Anything after that, in that tinme peri

ng farm

od, that

you recall regarding litigation involving groundwater

pumping rights in the Antel ope Valley?
A You nean did | hear of anything after
Q Yeah.
And |'m not talking about in the I|ast
two, but back in 2000, early 2000s.

A No.

t hat ?

year or

Q Okay. Do you recall ever being served with any

| egal docunents related to groundwater litigati
your property in Lancaster, you personally?
A No.

Q Do you know if your nom ever was?

on at
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A Yes.

Q Vhat do you know about that?

A | don't knowif it was |legal or what it was.
It was just sonmething she got in the mail telling her
about this groundwater thing.
Do you renenber when that was?
No, | don't remenber when that was.
Al right. Your nom passed in 20107
Yes.

Okay. So sonetinme before 20107?

> O » O » O

Yes.

Q And kind of a broad question, but between 2000,
or whenever this first nmeeting was at the neighboring
ranch, and the tinme your nmom passed, did you have any
i nvol vemrent beyond conversational with other farners
regardi ng groundwat er punping rights?

A No.

Q Okay. The lawer to ny left is Mchael Fife.
He introduced hinself to you before we started.

You never nmet him before?

A No.

Q To your know edge, have you ever had any
communi cations with himor his law firn®

A No.

Q Okay. And excluding M. Brunfield, your
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| awyer, in the last 15 years, have you had any
conversations with any | awers regardi ng your
groundwat er punping rights?

A No.

Q The farmat 51201 90th Street West, am | right
t hat when your nmom was alive in 2009 and ' 10, that that
| and was owned by your parents' trust?

A Yes.

Q Your nom served as trustee at the tine?

A Yes.

Q And you were the beneficiary of that trust, if
you know?

A The trustee of the trust.

Q Wll, your nomwas the --

A Well --

Q Go on.

A You nean the beneficiary of that |and or of the
trust?

Q Well, that's good. Let ne ask it this way:
Under your parents' trust, did you stand to
cone in title of that |and upon your nom s passing?
A Yes. | think we pretty nmuch figured that at
the tine.
Q Okay. Do you have any brothers and sisters?

A Yes.
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Q Oay. Do they have any involvenent in that

ranch?
A No.
Q And have they at any tine in the past?
A No.
Q It's always been you?
A Unh- huh.
Q That's a "Yes"?
A Yes.
Q Okay. Did your nmom serve as the trustee of the

Ritter Famly Trust until her death?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And | understand you're the successor
trustee?

A Yes.

Q Were you the successor trustee under the trust
instrunment itself?

In other words, if you know, did the trust

i nstrument appoint you to be trustee upon your nmom s
passi ng? You may not know.

A That's the way she wote it up in her trust --

Q Ckay.
A -- that | was the trustee.
Q Ckay. Thank you.
And when your -- Let nme ask you this way:
Page 12
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Upon your nom s death, were any court
proceedings instituted as a result of the trust?
A No.
Q Okay. No court to have you appoi nted as

successor trustee --

A No.
Q =-- or to have title to the property changed?
A No.

Q Ckay. You or your |awyer gathered sone
docunents that you're producing today?
A Yes.
MR. O LEARY: So I'll ask M. Brunfield --
MR. BRUMFI ELD: A bit of a conbination, but,
yes.
MR. O LEARY: What do you -- Just tell me wh
you have.
MR. BRUMFI ELD: | have -- there are -- Well,
you had six categories here.
MR. O LEARY: Right.
MR. BRUMFI ELD: The first --
MR. O LEARY: And | saw your email about --
no communi cations with M. Fife or his --
MR. BRUMFI ELD: Right. Nothing. No
correspondence or other witten comruni cations with

M. Fife's firm either the predecessor, the Hatch &
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bal ance of the property. | think it may have been

jointly owned between M. Ritter's parents and a fell ow

named Forrest Godde. And then in '95, M. Godde

transferred his interest. And then -- | gave you that

deed --

I n Septenber 2015 is when M. Ritter transferred

it out to hinmself personally. And those are just the

real estate reports, and that's all we have for you

BY MR. O LEARY:

Q

Okay. So, M. Ritter, you listened to that

expl anation your |awyer just provided?

A

o r» O > O

Uh- huh.

And -- "Yes"?

Yes.

And it did strike you as accurate?

Yes.

So specifically -- Let nme ask you this:

Prior to the time you retained M. Brunfield,

had you ever heard of the Antel ope Valley G oundwater

Agreement Association, which we refer to as AGM

typically?
A Yes.
Q How so?
A Just from other farners.
Q Okay. Going back what period of tinme?
A Four or five years probably.
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Q Did you ever consider yourself a nmenber of the
Ant el ope Val |l ey Groundwat er Agreenment Associ ation?

A No.

Q Do you know whet her your nmom ever consi dered
hersel f a menber of that association?

A | don't know.

Q You don't know, or she did not?

A | don't know, but | would say no.

Q Okay. Did you ever have any conversations that
you recall with your nom about AGWMA?

A No.

Q Oay. D d you ever have any conversations with
your nom about the groundwater |itigation going on in
t he Antel ope Valley?

A After the first neeting --

Q Yeah.

A -- that we went to, | discussed it with her.

Q Okay. And do you recall what you guys
di scussed?

A WwWell, at that time, it was kind of in its first
st ages, you know. But they were tal king about getting
| awyers to fight this whole deal, and then it could take
10 to 15 years and this and that.

Q And lo and behold --

MR. BRUMFI ELD: Here we are.
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THE WTNESS: So | told her that.

And she kind of got mad and said, "There's no
way we're going to pay |lawers for 15 years for --
"because we've al ready got water rights anyway."
mean, this is, you know -- you know how npost people
woul d react.

BY MR. O LEARY:

Q Okay. So to your know edge, did your nom ever
retain a lawer with respect to the groundwater
litigation?

A No.

Q Okay. And did you ever retain a |lawer prior
to M. Brunfield?

A No.

Q And | should ask -- | nmeant to ask this a few
m nutes earlier, but the two groundwater wells on the
farm how | ong have they been operating? Decades?

A Yeah.

Q Okay. Let ne ask you to look at what 1"l mark
as Exhibit 1.

(Exhibit 1 was marked for identification.)
BY MR. O LEARY:

Q And, M. Ritter, I'll represent to you that

this is a declaration of yours that was posted to the

Ant el ope Val l ey Groundwater Litigation website,
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BY MR. O LEARY:
Q Let nme have you take a | ook at Exhibit 2.
You'll see your signature. |It's a few pages in.
MR. BRUMFI ELD: It says page 3 at the bottom
It's the next page, "Page 3 of 4."
THE W TNESS: What is this fron? |Is this from
the transfer of property?
BY MR. O LEARY:
Q Yeah, it's part of that.
A Well, that could be, yeah. Because here's al
these -- Yeah, that's Starlette. She did it for us.
Q Oay. So what |I'mgoing to ask you about that
is this:
Your nom died in 20107
A  Yeah.
Q And then you transferred the property out of --

| guess in 2015?

A Uh- huh.
Q Ri ght ?
A Yes.

MR. BRUMFI ELD: |s that "Yes"?
THE W TNESS: Yes.
BY MR, O LEARY:
Q GCkay. And the transfer, was that -- Wy did

you do it? What was it about that tine that caused you
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and get all this property changed. And so after
first meeting, you know, we got sent hone. "You
this. You need that." And, you know, it's L.A

and you can pretty nuch figure. You need all thi

stuff, so, okay.

t he
need
County,

S

So we tried to get all that stuff, and went

back. Did it again. Got sent hone again.
| think it was like the third tinme, and,
know, there was tinme in between all this. There
weeks or two. And finally we had to get this gir
set it all up for us and take it in and have it d
So we just paid her to have it done.
Q That girl being Starlette Kreig?

A Yes.

you
wer e
| to

one.

Q Okay. You also brought with you today what

l|'"ll have marked as Exhibit 3, which is a Grant Deed

recorded in L.A County the same day as Exhibit 2.

(Exhibit 3 was marked for identification.)
BY MR, O LEARY:

Q And if you could |look at Exhibit 3, M.
|"mjust going to -- the question is going to be,
this prepared for the sane reason, just to effect
the transfer of the property to you?

A Yes.

Q You and your wife?

Ritter,
i s

uat e

Page 22

Veritext Lega Solutions
866 299-5127



Admin
Highlight

Admin
Highlight

Admin
Highlight

Admin
Highlight

Admin
Highlight


A WD

ol

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

A Yes.

Q Okay. You can put that aside, then.

Exhi bit 1, your declaration, indicates that at
| east for some period of tine, the property was farned
as a partnership between your parents and Forrest Godde,
G o-d-d-e?

A  "Codde."

Q "Godde"? Okay.

Do you know what period of tinme they were in
partnership on that property?

A  Ever since they bought it back in -- | don't
know when exactly they bought that property, but it was
a long time ago when | was just a kid.

Q Okay. 1970s maybe?

A | thoughts it was '70s, but | think it may have
been before that.

Q Okay. But, okay, a long tine.

A Uh-huh.

Q Sufficient for ny purposes.

A Yes.

Q And M. Godde, as | understand it, died in
20097

Does that sound right?
Yes.

Q Didthe partnership continue up until his
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deat h?

A Yes.

Q Did you ever have any conversations, you
personally, with M. Godde regarding the groundwater
litigation?

A No.

Q Do you know whet her he was a nenber of the
Ant el ope Val |l ey Groundwat er Agreenment Associ ation?

A  Fromwhat | heard, he was for a while. But
then he got out of it was the last thing | heard.

Q Okay. And, you know, who did you hear that
fronf

A | don't know. It could have been a coupl e of
guys that work with nme. George Wbb, he may have said
sonet hi ng about it.

Q Al right. Any conversation with M. Godde
hi nmsel f about it?

A No.

Q And do you know whet her or not M. Godde was a
menmber of the G oundwater Agreenent Association? Do you
know whet her he had ever retained a | awer to deal with
t he groundwater |itigation?

A No.

Q It's a man, right, Forrest Godde?

A Yes.
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Q Okay. Let ne ask you to look at what I'll mark
as Exhibit 4. 1t's a Novenber 3, 2015, letter from
M. Fife to M. Brunfield.
(Exhibit 4 was marked for identification.)

MR. BRUMFI ELD: Have you ever seen that letter

bef ore?
BY MR. O LEARY:
Q | suspect you nmay not have, but feel free to
read it. You're entitled to do that.

But nmy questions are kind of -- I'"musing this
as kind of a junping-off point to ask you sonme questions
which, in fairness, you may not know the answer to.

If you ook at the second paragraph, there is a
sentence that reads, "Sonetinme in 2005, the Ritters
approached ne about joining the group of defendants that
my firmrepresents in the Antel ope Valley adjudication.”

Do you know who in your fam |y nmay have
approached M. Fife in 2005 about joining the group of
def endants which is the Antel ope Vall ey G oundwater

Agreement Associ ation?

A It nust have been ne.

Q Ckay.

A | remenmber calling and tal king --
THE WTNESS: | guess it was to you.

Iy
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BY MR O LEARY:

Q So let nme give you a little bit of what we cal
an adnmonition. I|I'mentitled to what you know. |'m
entitled to find out today what you renenber to the --
your obligation, of course, to tell the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth.

I'"'mnot entitled nor do | want you to guess or
speculate. Al right? So, for exanple, if you know
that sonetine, a long tinme ago now, you called a | awer
about this, who was nmaybe representing other parties,
I"mentitled to find out about at |east the fact that
you call ed, maybe not what you tal ked about.

But if you're not sure who it was and M. Fife

doesn't ring a bell in your mnd, then that would be a
guess. | know that's not the greatest exanple.
A | called and tal ked to Nebeker.

Q Okay. Gene Nebeker?
A Yeah. We had a | ong conversation on the phone.
That nmust have been in 2005 when that happened,
| guess.
THE WTNESS: And then I -- | don't renenber
talking to you. | thought | left a nessage.
MR. BRUMFI ELD: You nean to M. Fife?
THE W TNESS: Yeah.

VMR. BRUMFI ELD: Just so we're cl ear
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THE W TNESS: Then | talked to sonebody el se,
and he seened to be a real nice guy. He kind of

di scussed things with ne and said he really couldn't

tell me anything. | don't knowif it was another
| awyer or who it was. |It's been so long ago, | can't
remenber.

BY MR. O LEARY:

Q Yeah. Okay. And so is it your recollection,
such as it is, that M. Nebeker gave you a nunber of a
| awyer to call?

A  That nust be.

Q Al right.

A He nust have gave nme a nunber.

Q And anytine since then, have you had
conversations with M. Nebeker about litigation?

A No.

Q Okay. You just renenber one long --

A | think that was the last time | talked to him
about it.

Q ~-- one long conversation probably in 20057

A Uh- huh.

Q "Yes"?

A  Yes.

Q Okay. And was your nom actively involved in

any of this at the time?
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A Not as far as | know.

Q Okay. Oher than she had an objection to
15 years of |egal fees?

A Yes.

Q Yeah. Okay.

That paragraph, it goes on to say,
"Subsequently however" -- |'m skipping a sentence or
two -- "they," neaning the Ritters, "refused to sign any
of the necessary representati on docunents such as the
fee agreenment and conflict waiver for the group."”

Do you see where |I'mreadi ng?
Uh- huh.

n YeSII ?

> O »

Yes.
Q At any rate, would it be your testinony that
you never signed up with any firmor |awer --
A No.
-- back in 20157
No.

What | said is correct?

> O » O

Yes.

Q Okay. And then the |ast sentence of that
par agraph says, "They," neaning the Ritters again,
"represented that they did not want to be a part of this

group of defendants and did not want to be represented
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by ny firmin the adjudication."”

Is that consistent with your recollection?

A Yes.

Q In other words, there was sone kind of
communi cation in which you said, "No, thank you. W're
not going to join the group"?

A | don't think |I ever said, "No." | think

just, you know, never talked to anybody again about it.

That could have been the first tine that

tal ked to my nother about this maybe. Yeah, because |

don't know when all this started, but 2005 ain't

t hat

far from'99 or 2000, whenever the farners started doing

this. That could have been that tinme when she told ne,

"No, we don't want to get involved in this for

20 years," or whatever

Q Okay. And is it correct, then, that you and

your nmom to your know edge, never paid any attorneys
any noney --

A No.

Q -- before you hired M. Brunfield for work
related to groundwater rights in the Antel ope Valley?

A Bef ore, no.

Q | don't want to know what -- |'m not going to

ask about your fee arrangement with M. Brunfield, your

current | awer.
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I just want to know, so 2005, no noney was
pai d?

A No.

Q Al right. Let nme ask you to |ook at what wll
be marked Exhibit 5.

(Exhibit 5 was marked for identification.)
BY MR. O LEARY:

Q M. Ritter, I will represent to you that
Exhibit 5 is a copy of a docunent filed in the
groundwater litigation back in January 2007. Okay?

A Yes.

Q Have you ever seen it before?

A No.

Q In the block listing at the top of the parties
represented by the Hatch & Parent firm do you see the

nane of your father?

A Yes.

Q He was deceased in 2007?

A Yes.

Q And then your nom Paula E. Ritter, is |listed?
A Yes.

Q And Paula E. Ritter as trustee of the Ritter
Fam |y Trust?
A Yes.

Q And she was in fact trustee of the Ritter
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Fam |y Trust as of 20077

A Yes.

Q Oay. That's it for that docunent.

Let ne have you | ook at Exhibit 6.
(Exhibit 6 was marked for identification.)
BY MR, O LEARY:

Q And I'll represent to you this is also a
docunment that came fromthe docket in the groundwater
[itigation. No reason for you to have ever seen it
before, but it's a Notice of Acknow edgnent of Receipt -
Cvil. 1It's dated June 10, 2009.

Do you see at the bottom where "Paula E. Ritter
Trustee"” is handwritten in?

A Yes.

Q Do you recognize your monmis witing there?

A Yes.

Q And the signature, "Paula E. Ritter Trustee" to

the right of that?

Yes.

Q It's your noms signature?
A It looks like it.
Q Okay. That's it for that.

MR. O LEARY: [|I'mgoing to mark, since we have
them a copy of the Ritter Famly Trust -- thank you for
producing it -- as Exhibit 7.
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death, did the trust contain real property other than
the ranch which you got?

A Yes.

Q Okay. How nuch property was in the trust? Do
you know generally? Acreage?

A  Well, I nean, just the -- the only real
property was the 150 acres that | got that |I'm farm ng.

Q Okay.

A The other ones were two and a half acres here
and there, you know, and then where she lived, and then
t he house next door.

And they got a piece of property by the freeway
and then a couple of other lots out in the desert, you
know.

Q Okay. And these were all properties -- Prior
to your nother's death, these were all real properties
that were contained in the trust?

A Yes.

Q But they were distributed to your sister. Did
t hat happen upon your nother's death?

A After.

Q 20107

A O after. Wenever. \Wenever we got all that
stuff run through the -- you know, the -- to get it put

in her name and then that property put in ny nane.
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So if | understand correctly, you first |earned
about the Antel ope Valley G oundwater Adjudication
approxi mtely 15 years ago.

Is that a fair statenent?

A Yes.

Q And when you becane aware of the groundwater
adj udi cati on about 15 years ago, were you aware that the
adj udi cation could inpact the rights that you nay have
or your nother may have had with respect to groundwater
punmpi ng?

MR. BRUMFIELD: 1'Ill just object as calling for
a |l egal concl usion.

But you can answer to the extent you have any
under st andi ng.

THE W TNESS: Well, | guess we thought it could
happen, but, | nmean, this is Arerica. You have water
rights. That's what we thought.

BY MR. VELLEN

Q Okay. And your understanding that this is
America and you have water rights, what is that based
on? Is it a conversation with soneone?

A No. That's just what | believe.

Q Okay. And what is the basis for that belief?

A  Well, your water rights are -- that's supposed

to be the nost rights you have, the way they tal k about
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it, water rights anywhere. | nean, they used to fight
over this stuff, you know, shoot each other.

And that's kind of what | thought. | thought,
you know, | never broke the law. | never did anything.
|"'msitting here running ny life, farm ng, and then
sonebody cones along and sues ne for water.

"This is ridiculous,” | thought. | nean, ny
not her felt the sane way. |It's just terrible. It's
just terrible.

Q Well, roughly 15 years ago, when you first
| earned about this case, did you think it was necessary
to appear in court to protect your water rights?

A No.

Q \Wen was first tine you spoke with a | awer
about the adjudication?

A | guess when | talked to M. Fife that one tine
on the phone.

Q Okay. And when was that?

A | don't renenber. | don't renenber it, but...

Q Have you spoken to any other attorneys
regardi ng the Antel ope Vall ey G oundwater Adjudication
other than M. Brunfield and M. Fife?

No.

Q And when did you first retain M. Brunfield?

THE W TNESS: VWhen was that?
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A No.

Q Sois it fair to say you ve never |ooked at the
websi te?

A I've never | ooked at it.

Q Before you retained M. Brunfield as your
attorney, did you ever contact the court regarding the

Ant el ope Val |l ey Groundwat er Adj udication?

A
Q

No.

Before you retained M.

Brunfield, did you make

any sort of effort to | earn anything about the

gr oundwat er

adj udi cati on?

A
Q

t he groundwat er

No.

Okay. So is it fair to say that you knew about

adj udi cation, you knew that it could

have an inpact on your water rights, but you waited
until Septenber of 2015 before you first contacted a
| awyer ?

A Yes.

Q Before you contacted a | awer, did you ever

attenpt to file anything with the court

regardi ng the

Ant el ope Val |l ey Groundwat er Adj udication?

A No.

Q Prior toretaining M. Brunfield, did you ever
read any docunents that had been filed in the Antel ope

Val | ey Groundwat er Adj udi cation?
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A No.

Q Before you hired M. Brunfield, had you ever
read any orders issued by the Court in the Antel ope
Val | ey Groundwat er Adj udi cation?

A No.

Q Oher than Gene Nebeker, who you spoke with
roughly around 2005, have you spoken with any other
members of AGWMA regardi ng the Antel ope Vall ey
G oundwat er Adj udi cation?

A No, not at length. | nean, just in passing.

Q Do you recall the contents of any of those
passi ng conversations?

A No. They're usually, you know, "This thing is
going to take another ten years,"” and this and that, you
know. That's about all it was.

Q You testified that at sonme point around
Sept ember of 2015, you spoke with sonme farnmers and said,
"The case is comng to a close, and you should retain a
| awyer."

Do you recall having any conversations with
those same farnmers earlier where you discussed this
case?

A No.

Q Was that the first time that anyone had told

you that you ought to get a | awer to represent your
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interest in the Antel ope Valley?

A Nobody told me | should. | just decided on ny
own about that tine.

So | went to my neighbor, Charlie Tapia,
because he had M. Brunfield as his attorney, and got
hi s phone nunmber and tal ked to him

Q Was that the first tinme that you spoke to
M. Tapia about the |awsuit?

A Yes.

Q Sonowl'malittle bit confused, which sonme
people would say is nmy natural state.

So you decided to retain an attorney based on
what farners told you, or was it because of a decision
t hat you made on your own?

A Just fromwhat |'ve been hearing from ot her
farmers.

You know, this case is getting close to an
ending, and I'mthinking, "Well, | never thought |1'd see
the end of this thing, but maybe | better talk to a
| awyer just to see what's happening."

Q So it was your understanding that the case was
drawing to a close that pronpted you to want to talk to
a |l awyer?

Is that fair to say?

A Yes.
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Q Was there any other reason why you thought it
woul d be necessary to talk to a | awer?

A Just to protect ny water rights.

Q kay.

A | pretty much figured, by the tine this thing
got said and done, the judge would probably just give
everybody that's farm ng, you know, whatever percent of
wat er they're supposed to have or whatever they conme up
wi th, and that would be the end of it.

Q And when did you first formthe belief that
that's what the judge would do?

A A few years ago, | kind of figured that nuch
out .

Q By "a few," do you just mean a couple of years
or maybe | onger than that?

A Just a few years ago probably.

Q And when you devel oped the belief that the
j udge woul d divide up water rights based on what people
were farm ng, was that sonething that you thought of on
your own, or did that conme out of a conversation wth
someone?

A No. That's just sonething | thought up on ny
own. | would figure that would be the fair way to do
it, you know. |If they're going to do it, they're going

to have to do it fair.
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Q And when you fornmed the idea that that's how
the judge would resol ve the case, did you undertake any
effort to speak with soneone who has know edge about
wat er rights cases?

No.
Did you try to read anything on the Internet?

A No.

MR. WELLEN: If my notes are correct, Exhibit 6
was the Notice and Acknowl edgnent of Receipt.

MR. BRUMFI ELD: Yes.

MR. VELLEN: Thanks.
BY MR, VEELLEN
Do you have Exhibit 6 in front of you, sir?
Yes. Yes.

VWhen was the first time that you saw Exhibit 67

> O » O

Today.

Q Did your nmother ever tell you that she had
signed a docunent in regard to the Antel ope Valley
Groundwat er Adj udi cation?

A No.

Q Did she ever tell you that she had becone a
party to the Antel ope Valley G oundwater Adjudication?

A No.

Q Did you ever discuss the Antel ope Vall ey

G oundwat er Adj udi cation with your nother?
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| certify or declare under penalty of perjury
under the laws of the State of California that the

foregoing is true and correct.

Execut ed at on

(Pl ace) (Dat e)

(Si gnature of Deponent)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

|, Deborah Kinsella, Certified Shorthand
Reporter certify;

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken before ne
at the time and place therein set forth, at which tinme
the witness was put under oath by ne;

That the testinony of the witness, the questions
propounded, and all the objections and statenents nade
at the time of the exam nation were recorded
stenographically by ne and were thereafter transcribed,

| further certify that | amnot a relative or
enpl oyee of any attorney of the parties nor financially
interested in the action.

| declare under penalty of perjury under the | aws

of California that the foregoing is true and correct.

Dat ed: 02/04/ 2016

— :¥ ff
D I RaTTIA

Debor ah Ki nsell a
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