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DECLARATION OF JENIFER N. RYAN

I, Jenifer N. Ryan, declare as follows:

1. | am an attorney duly admitted to practice before this Court. | am an associate with
Kronick, Moskovitz, Tiedemann & Girard, attorneys of record for Defendant CITY OF LOS
ANGELES and LOS ANGELES WORLD AIRPORTS. I have personal knowledge of the facts set
forth herein, and if called as a witness, | could and would competently testify thereto. | make this
declaration in support of Settling Parties’ Closing Brief Re: the Zamrzlas’ Motions to Set Aside or
Modify Judgment.

2. This Court held a two-day evidentiary hearing in the above captioned matter on March
15-16, 2023, before the Honorable Judge Jack Komar (“hearing”). A true and correct copy of portions
of the court reporter transcripts from the hearing is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.

| declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is

true and correct.

Executed on this 12th day of May, 2023, at Sacramento, California.
Jenifer N. Ryan
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PROOF OF SERVICE

Antelope Valley Groundwater Cases
Case No. Judicial Council Coordination Proceeding No. JCCP4408
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 325201

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO

At the time of service, | was over 18 years of age and not a party to this action. | am
employed in the County of Sacramento, State of California. My business address is 1331 Garden
Hwy, 2nd Floor, Sacramento, CA 95833.

On May 12, 2023, | served true copies of the following document(s) described as
DECLARATION OF JENIFER N. RYAN IN SUPPORT OF SETTLING PARTIES’
CLOSING BRIEF RE THE ZAMRZLAS’ MOTIONS TO SET ASIDE OR MODIFY THE
JUDGMENT on the interested parties in this action as follows:

BY E-MAIL OR ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION: By submitting an electronic version of
the document(s) to the parties, through the user interface at avwatermaster.org.
| declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the
foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on May 12, 2023, at Sacramento, California.

Sherry Ramirez
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I'N THE SUPERI OR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALI FORNI A
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANCELES - CENTRAL DI STRI CT
HONORABLE JACK KOVAR, JUDGE, RETI RED

.

Judi ci al Counci |
Coor di nati on Proceedi ng
No. 4408

Coor di nat ed Pr oceedi ng,
Special Title (Rule 1550(b)

ANTELCOPE VALLEY
GROUNDWATER CASES

LASC Case No. BC325201

Santa C ara Superi or
Court
Case No. 1-05-CV-04-053

Vol une 1

AND RELATED ACTI ONS Pages 1-202
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Transcript of Proceedings

March 15, 2023

Q And that's the parcel you bought in 19707

A Yes, Sir.

Q And is that -- that's the parcel that your
hone is | ocated on?

A It's Parcel Nunber 26. W -- we have the hone
there, and livestock is on that property.

Q How do you get water for that parcel?

A W have a well.

Q And you' ve been -- you've had a well the whole

time since 19707?
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Transcript of Proceedings March 15, 2023

Q

of years,

A

Q And so you noved there in 1970. And then did
you go ahead and do that, you started growing -- or
continued, | guess, growing alfalfa on that property and

use it for your |ivestock?

When you were raising alfalfa for those nunber

were you using in excess of 25-acre-feet of

water in those years?

Yes, sir.
MR, KUHS: Objection. Lacks foundation, your
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the 80 acres as the farmwell? You wi Il understand what
we' re tal king about ?

A W always called it that, the Farm and the
front 40 were Donesti c.

Q When did you start growi ng on the additiona
80 acres?

A Actually, | believe it was in about 2000
roughly. W started leasing it for farmng. W didn't
actually farmit ourselves.

Q So et me ask you about that.

You said you leased it for farmng. Wwo did
you |l ease it to?

A. Wll, so far, | found two after a | ot of
searching. One of themwas Gimway Farnms. The ot her
one was Phil G ba Farns.

Q What did Phil G ba grow when he was | easi ng
t he property?

A. Phil G ba, to the best of ny know edge, cane
by way of Gene Weeler. And he was an oni on grower and
so was Cene, and | believe that's how | nmet G ba. |
didn't know those guys nyself. And | was fairly newin
the farmng circle. So the reference was this guy woul d
i ke to have your property, and he grows onions.

Q And when Phil G ba | eased your |and to grow
oni ons, how did he water the 80 acres?

MR KUHS: Objection. Msstates testinony,
your Honor.
THE COURT: |I'msorry, | didn't hear your
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the expert's work.
THE COURT: Respond to that.
MR, SHEPARD: M. Zanrzla as the property

owner certainly has an idea -- and he's already sort of
tal ked about -- of how nmuch water was being used in any
given year. |'mjust corroborating whether his

understanding is simlar to the understandi ng of
M. Koch.

THE COURT: What you're asking himto do is
expl ai n what these nunbers are in this exhibit; is that
correct?

MR. SHEPARD: No, |'mjust asking himif he
agrees that these appear to be accurate nunbers based on
hi s own under standi ng about how nuch water was being
used in those years.

THE COURT: Well, you're asking himto coment
on an expert's product.

"1l sustain the objection.

BY MR SHEPARD:
Q M. Zanrzla, you can go ahead and cl ose that
exhi bit.

Is it your understanding in the years 2001 to

2010 -- what is your understandi ng about how nmuch wat er
you were using out of the farmwell, to be specific?
A Usual ly the | ow three hundreds up per year. |

tell you at the end of that period you just naned we
shut down because | was then switching over to alfalfa.

Q And so when you say at the end of that period
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you shut down, tell ne nore about that. What do you
mean about that?

A 2009, 2010, so there was a period of about
nine years in there that we had -- were working with
| eased farm purveyors that were coming in using the well
on the property, and then we deci ded we shoul d get
noving on the alfalfa. It's a good tine to do it. That
was about '09 or 210 -- 2010.

Q When you say you shut down, why was it
necessary to shut down in that tinme period?

A. Well, you can't do both. You can't be doing
the hand |ines onions and carrots and going to raise
al fal fa.

And, you know, the bottomline was -- |'m
tal ki ng about ny own |ivestock, the rodeos we were doing
and everything. M horses and cattle don't eat onions,
don't eat carrots, so | wanted to raise what they eat.
That's alfalfa or grasses, whether it's Sudangrass or
the three-layer, whatever it may be. So we deci ded
nows the tine to get on with growing the feed for our
own |ivestock

Q Did you have to do any repairs or upgrades to
the well around that tine franme?

A. Unfortunately, several times. | did it --
can recall, because the nunmbers are fresh, | | ooked back
and felt the pain just recently of how nuch | did spend.
During the tinme | was letting those property go to other

farmers for carrots and onions, | spent quite a bit of
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situation and saw we had to turn the water on Novenber,
Decenber because there was no rain because we were

starting alfalfa for the com ng year.
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THE COURT: Okay. So what was the additional
cost to you to grow alfalfa based on the water usage as
opposed to carrots and oni ons?

THE W TNESS: What was the cost difference?
Pay for the power.

THE COURT: |'msorry?

THE WTNESS: Pay for the power, Edison.
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CROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. RYAN

Q Good afternoon, M. Zanrzla.

>

Good aft ernoon.
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Q You knew a man naned M chael Antonovich,
former L. A County supervisor for your area?

A Yes, | know him

Q You knew Supervi sor Antonovi ch back when he
was t he supervisor, correct?

A Yeah, | still know him and then too.

Q And he actually asked you to | ead up what was
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A A few people went to his office downtown
Los Angeles. There was al so several neetings in the
staff office in Palndale. But the very first neeting
wi th the supervisor hinself --
Q My question wasn't -- my question wasn't the
very first neeting.
It was in the early neetings, and then it was

any neetings?

A. Hmm okay. | thought you said the first
nmeet i ng.

Q No.

A. Ckay. Well, it was also not early neetings.

The first neeting was where | said. Then there were
neetings in a small office in Pal ndale, where -- the
staff office. And then it was quite a ot later that we

actually went down to downtown Los Angeles to Mke's

of fice.

Q So you did go to Supervisor Antonovich's
of fice?

A | -- yes.

Q You al so know a man nanmed Norm Hi ckl i ng,
correct?

A | do.

Q Norm he was -- he worked for Supervisor

Ant onovi ch, correct?
A He di d.
Q And you knew Norm Hi ckling while he worked for

Supervi sor Ant onovi ch, right?
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Q You subscribe to the Antel ope Valley Press,
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correct?
A. | do at ny office, yes.
Q For at least the last 20 years, you've

subscribed to the paper at your office?

A. | don't know how long it's been around, but

quite awhile.

THE COURT: May | make a suggestion. Move

back about 6 inches fromthat m crophone. | think we

m ght have nore clarity.

M5. RYAN. Thank you.

THE COURT: Unfortunately, we live in a
hi gh-tech area, but we're really not up-to-speed.
BY M5. RYAN:

Q So M. Zanrzla, for about the last -- at |east
the | ast 20 years, you've been a subscriber to the
Ant el ope Valley Press at your office, correct?

A. W' ve taken the paper as long as | can
remenber. And the predecessor and the predecessor.

Q My question is, M. Zanrzla, for at |east the

| ast 20 years, you subscribed to the Antel ope Valley

Press at your business office?

A. | believe that's correct.

Q Unl ess you're out of town, you go into the

of fice every day?

A It's ny place of enploynent. | go pretty

regul ar unless |I've got sonething else going on. That's

right.

Q And this was, before 2016, you'd go into the
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Turning to page 42 of M. Zanrzla's
deposition, starting with line 11.

"Question: At any time when you were reading

the Antel ope Valley Press, did you see anything

about the Antel ope Vall ey adjudication?

"Answer: Probably did, because normally water

stuff is on the front page. As | recall, that's

still where water issues come up. They're

usual ly on the front page."

that was your testinony, M. Zanrzla?

A Yeah.

M5. RYAN. 1'd like to provide the Court with
the Settling Parties and Watermaster's exhi bit binders
and one for the witness if | may?

THE COURT: Ckay.

M5. RYAN. My | approach to provide one to
t he wi tness, your Honor?

THE COURT:  Yes.

THE W TNESS: Thank you

M5. RYAN. 1'd |ike to have marked --
THE COURT: Go ahead, Counsel.
M5. RYAN. 1'd like to have nmarked what's SPW
Settling Party Watermaster, Exhibit 10.
BY MS. RYAN:
Q M. Zanrzla, can you please open to Tab 10 on

the binder there in front of you, please.
THE COURT: |'msorry, which exhibit are you

| ooki ng for?
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Q You were a subscriber to the Antel ope Vall ey
Press in 20157
A W subscribed to it. It all --
MS. RYAN:  Your Honor --
M. Zanrzla, you' ve answered ny question.
THE W TNESS: Pardon ne?
M5. RYAN: You've answered ny question,
M. Zanrzl a.
Your Honor, we'd |like to nove SPW15 into
evidence. It's that -- was it admtted?

We'd like to nove SPW15 into evidence, your

Honor .
THE COURT: All right.
(Exhibit SPW15 admtted into
evi dence.)
BY M5. RYAN:

Q Just a few questions to clarify your parce
owner shi p and what's on there.
You testified that you owned Parcel 28 -- 26;
Is that correct?
A Par cel 267?

Q Yes.

A I''man owner of, yes.

Q Your hone is on that parcel, correct?
A That is correct.

Q And you said you have barns and an arena on
t hat parcel too?
A | do.
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A Yeah, about five or so down fromthe top.
Q And one line under that, do you see al so where
it says, "Zanrzla famly"?
A | do.
Q And do you see across the page your -- your
hone address next to your nane, Zanrzla famly?
A | do.
M5. RYAN. Your Honor, we'd |like to nove
Exhi bit SPW 16 into evi dence.
THE COURT: Al right.
M5. RYAN. |I'mfinished wth ny questions, but
| believe ny cocounsel and the WAternaster have
guesti ons.
THE COURT: Al right.
MR. PARTON: Yes, your Honor, Craig Parton for
the Watermaster. A few questions.
THE COURT: WMaybe we shoul d take our break.
Can you finish in about three or four mnutes?
MR, PARTON. That woul d be tough. No.
THE COURT: Ckay. Then let's take our
m daf t ernoon break here for about 10 m nutes.
MR, PARTON. Al right.
THE COURT: See if we can finish this wtness
t oday anyway.
(Recess taken.)
THE COURT: All right. Let's resune.
M5. RYAN. Your Honor, before we resunme, we

just wanted to see if we could nove in a few ot her
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THE COURT: Al right, M. Parton.
MR. PARTON: Craig Parton for the Watermaster.
CROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY MR PARTON:

Q And di d you seek | egal counsel from anyone
other than M. Brunfield in July of 20187

A W tal ked to sonme fol ks but, no, | don't think
| talked to anybody that we were actually engaging wth.
Brunfield was the one.

Q And di d you understand the group of parties
that M. Brunfield was representing at that tine in July
of 20187

A No. | don't think | asked hi manything about
hi s group.
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overdraft --

THE WTNESS: That's what | was told.

THE COURT: -- you nean right now?

THE WTNESS: That's what | was told.

THE COURT: And you don't dispute that there
was an overdraft back in the year 2009; do you?

THE WTNESS: Your Honor, | don't know either
way. |'ve heard both ways. | don't know.

THE COURT: Okay. You never reviewed the
transcript fromany of the proceedings in this case; did
you?

THE WTNESS: | did not.

THE COURT: Did you ever review any of the
orders that were made by the Court during the tine
that -- before 20187

THE WTNESS: | got to honestly tell you I
don't believe so.

THE COURT: |'msorry?

THE WTNESS: | don't believe so.

THE COURT: kay.

THE W TNESS: No.

THE COURT: Al right.

THE WTNESS: | really didn't read nuch about
it until 2018. That's when.

THE COURT: And prior to 2018, though, you
were a regul ar subscriber to the Antel ope Valley
newspaper; is that right?

THE WTNESS: Yeah. | take it in nmy office,
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right.

THE COURT: How nany years were you a
subscri ber ?

THE WTNESS: Well, we threw out '20 because |
couldn't -- | don't know when it -- you know, the old
Gazette and several others transpired to where right now
that's the one left in the Valley, and it's getting
smal ler and smaller. But we -- we've taken it as far
back as | can renenber.

THE COURT: \What ot her newspapers do you
subscri be to?

THE WTNESS: Wall Street Journal, Epoch
Ti mes.

THE COURT: L.A Tinmes?

THE W TNESS:. Epoch.

THE COURT: Epoch Tinmes. Ckay.

Yeah, that's a fairly recent conmer; isn't it?

THE WTNESS: It is.

THE COURT: So you don't read the L. A Tinmes?

THE W TNESS:. No, sir.

THE COURT: Ckay. And are there any other
newspapers that you subscribe to?

THE WTNESS: Well, | subscribe to sone things
on the Internet, but not a printed paper and not what
you woul d call a newspaper, nothing |ike the Bakersfield
or the Tines. Sonmetinmes | read the US News, but
normal ly that's if I'mon the road goi ng sonewhere.

THE COURT: Ckay. So when you're reading the
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front page.

THE COURT: Ckay. And do you recall any of
the parties that were involved in that adjudication,
corporations or otherw se?

THE WTNESS: Well, | know sone of the water
districts obviously, like 40, 14, and sone of those. |
do know, you know, several of the farners that were
involved. | think |I've naned those, the Kyles and
Van Dans.

There's several Van Dans, including Hi gh
Desert Dairy, which was Delmar. And then there was the
Cal andris and so forth. There was the Lanes. Those

were the kind of people on top of ny head.
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THE COURT: Okay. And --

THE WTNESS: '17. '17.

THE COURT: And you knew that alfalfa had a
hi gh water duty?

THE WTNESS: Yeah. There was sone --
obvi ously sone fruits that take a lot, but yes, | knew
that it takes nore obviously than carrots or onions, and
it's on the higher level. | do know that.

THE COURT: Al right. Carrots was a pretty
popular crop in that area at that tinme; was it not?

THE WTNESS: It used to be very popul ar.

THE COURT: Ckay. And onions?

THE W TNESS:. Less popular, but quite a bit.

THE COURT: Okay. All right. GCkay. Thank

you.

THE W TNESS: Yes, sir

THE COURT: | think you' ve answered ny
guesti ons.

Any further exam nation?

MR. PARTON:. Your Honor, just a housekeeping
matter. | wanted to nove sonme exhibits into evidence.

THE COURT: Ckay. But | want to know do you
have any ot her questions that you wanted to ask?
MR PARTON. Only two.
BY MR PARTON:
Q Whet her M. Zanrzla has paid any repl acenent
wat er assessnents to the Waternaster?
A No.
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married and raise a famly.
Q Did you ever talk to Ms. G eco about the

adj udi cation prior to --

A Have | ever?

Q Huh?

A Have | ever?

Q Yeah.

A O course.

Q Did you talk to her at any tinme prior to 2016

about the adjudication?

A | don't renenber that.

Q Never call ed up your daughter who was a | awyer
and said, hey, there's an adjudication going on; what do
you think the right nove is? You never had that
conversation, sir?

A | don't recall that, no.

Q Are there -- | think you nentioned earlier
that you hire |awers for a variety of reasons, estate
pl anning, litigation, bill collection?

A. No, | didn't say any of those.

Q You don't hire | awers?

A. | hire |l awers, but you naned for specifics.
| didn't name any of those.

Q Well, let ne ask you a question. How nmany
different | awers have you hired over the past 10 years?

A. Last 10 years it would be sonething | ess than
10, but over 5.

Q And woul d you nane those | awyers for us?
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use fromthe donestic well was | ess than 25 acre-feet,

correct?
A 2006 it looks like it's 18. 3.
Q And in 20057
A. 17-point -- | believe that's a six. It's a
littl e sneared.
Q It appears to be 17.5 --
A Ckay.
Q -- to ny eyes.
And in 20047
A 20. 9.
Q And in 20037
A 19. 2.
Q I n 20027
A 16. 6.
Q In 20017
A 15. 7.
Q I n 20017
A 14- 6.
Q Thank you.
And in year 20007?
A 15. 7.
Q Was that 25.7 or 15.77
A. You tal ki ng about 20007
Q Yes.
A It looks to ne likeit's a 15.7.
Q Thank you.

M. Zanrzla, you' ve testified that you' ve
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you. Sone people said you should and ot her people said
don't have to.

Q And nmy question is, have you ever tried to
educate yourself on the law with respect to your
gr oundwat er use?

A | don't believe so.

Q Now, do you have an estimate as to how much
wat er that was produced fromthe farmwell was used on
Parcel 2 during any of the years that you identified
production? That is, can you say how many acre-feet was
used on Parcel 3, and how nany acre-feet were used on
Par cel 27

A. | have no way of splitting that. | wouldn't
know.

MR. KUHS: Does your~Honor have a preference
Wi th respect to afternoon breaks or you want nme to keep

pl owi ng ahead?

THE COURT: Well, | was wondering how | ong we
were gonna go. |If you feel |ike we need a break, we can
take a very brief one. |'mhappy to do that. 1'd |like

to finish with this witness sonetine this afternoon.

MR, KUHS: Yeah, | think we're down to short
guestions so...

THE COURT: Let's take about a -- 10 m nutes,
| guess.

MR. KUHS: Thank you, your~Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you.

(Recess taken.)
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knew about it in 2010.
You agree with that?
A | did know about it, not in detail, but knew
about it, yes.
Q You nmay have even known about it in 2009,
correct?

A. To sone extent.
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water rights as a result of the adjudication?

“Answer: Well, now you're saying 'water
rights.” They're going to |ose sone of their
water rights. Isn't what | said earlier?

Question: No. Your testinony was that Cene
had told you that people were going to |ose
water rights as a result of this adjudication.
"Answer: | wouldn't doubt he said both,
yeah. "
No further questions, your~Honor. Thank you.
THE COURT: Any further exam nation?
MR, SHEPARD:. Yes, your~Honor.
THE COURT: Approximately how nuch nore do you
have with this w tness?
MR. SHEPARD: A few m nutes.
THE COURT: Ckay.
REDI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MR SHEPARD:
Q M. Zanrzla, the -- there was sone di scussion
earlier about M. Norm Hi ckling.
Do you recall that, those questions?
A | do.
Q And there were -- there were questions about
Nor m Hi ckl i ng providing you sone sort of information,
stack of papers or sonething, right?
A Correct.
Q When did you receive that information from
Nor m Hi ckl i ng?
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adj udi cation prior to the judgnent.

And you can give ne a ballpark figure here if
you want or just in general, but how much noney has --
has it cost you since 2018 when you got that letter from
t he Wat ernmaster, how much noney have you spent on
attorneys?

A Well, first of all, the first part of your
guestion, noney has nothing to do wth ny decision. And
it has none today. It didn't then, doesn't now M
wi fe can probably tell you pretty close, but nmy gut
would tell you it's probably in excess of 500, 000.

MR. SHEPARD: Thank you, your~Honor. | have
not hi ng further.

THE COURT: Al right. Thank you.

M. Kuhs, go ahead.

RECROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY MR KUHS:

Q M. Zamrzla, did you have the conversation
with M. NormHickling directly?

A Well, I've had lots of themw th Norm because
we were working together on a |ot of things, including
the Bl ue Ri bbon.

Q You referred a few nonents ago to inquiring
about these m ssing docunents and when they were
provi ded. When did that conversation occur and between
whont?

A As | found out after the deposition, ny timng

intrying to cone up with a date was quite a ways off.
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Q Ri ght .

And between the tine you received that in 2016
and when M. Parton's office contacted you in 2018, you
di d absolutely nothing to protect your rights to
groundwat er in the basin, correct?

A What ever all was in what Normsent nme, | did
nothing following that. That is absolutely correct.

MR. KUHS: Thank you.

No further questions, your~Honor.

THE COURT: Al right.

Are you done?

MR, PARTON: None.

MR. SHEPARD: No further questions.

THE COURT: Al right. You may step down,

sir

THE W TNESS: Thank you, your~Honor

THE COURT: Thank you very nuch.

THE WTNESS: Thank you, sir

THE COURT: Al right. W'Ill take our evening
recess right now, and we'll resune tonorrow norning at
9:00 a. m

Sol'"ma little concerned about the tine
estimates in this case. W've spent the better part of
today dealing with one witness. | got a list of
W tnhesses that the parties say they're going to want to
call that defies the ability to satisfy it.

So what do you plan on doi ng?

MR, KUHS: Yeah. | think M. Shepard woul d
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE
STATE OF CALI FORNI A )
) ss.

LOS ANGELES COUNTY )

I, MARY E. ARGYROPOULGCS, a Certified Shorthand
Reporter in and for the State of California, hereby
certify:

That on March 15, 2023, | fully, truly, and
correctly took down in shorthand witing all of the
testinobny given in said court and cause;

That | thereafter fully, truly, and correctly
caused the sane to be transcribed into typewiting;

That the foregoi ng pages 1-202, inclusive, is a
full, true, and correct transcript of ny shorthand notes
taken at said tinme and pl ace therein naned.

DATED: 28th day of March, 2023.

MARY E. ARGYROPOULOS
CSR NO. 9775, RMR, CRR

www.lmagineReporting.com | 855-777-7865 Page 202

56


http://www.ImagineReporting.com

I'N THE SUPERI OR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALI FORNI A
IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANCELES - CENTRAL DI STRI CT
HONORABLE JACK KOVAR, JUDGE, RETI RED

.

Judi ci al Counci |
Coor di nati on Proceedi ng
No. 4408

Coor di nat ed Pr oceedi ng,
Special Title (Rule 1550(b)

ANTELCOPE VALLEY
GROUNDWATER CASES

LASC Case No. BC325201

Santa C ara Superi or
Court
Case No. 1-05-CV-04-053

Vol une 2

AND RELATED ACTI ONS Pages 203-384

S g e N N N N N N

REPORTER S TRANSCRI PT OF PROCEEDI NGS

MARCH 16, 2023

Santa Cl ara Superior Court
191 N. First Street

San Jose, California 95113

57


http://www.ImagineReporting.com

© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N N NN NNNNNRRRRR R R R R R
© N o 00D W N PRFP O © 0N O 0 M W N P O

Transcript of Proceedings March 16, 2023

st anp.

Q And that -- has that been your pattern and
practice for nmany years?

A Yes.

Q Any time you get sonmething that you deemto be
an inportant piece of mail, you follow that practice;

you date-stanp it, you staple it to the envel ope?

A
Q
A
Q

Watermaster in 2018, correct?

stapled it to the envelope. And that, in particular, |

renmenber that when Johnny |ater, when we were review ng

t hi ngs,

over a

mai ling date that it was mailed a nonth later than the

| etter was dat ed.

Q
| etter
A.

Q

Absol utel y.
And foll ow up and address it, correct?
Correct.

In fact, you received a letter fromthe

Correct.

Did you stanp that letter received with a

Yes, we did.
And why did you do that?

To document the date it was received, and we

that the letter was dated in June and received

nonth later in July. And you could tell fromthe

And did you do that al so because you saw t hat
and it appeared to be an inportant docunent?
Yes.

So that would follow your pattern and practice
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A No, no.

Q You don't renenber anybody generally talking
about water litigation going on in the comunity?

A. Not -- it just wasn't -- no. The answer is
no. And | -- | do have to qualify that, but | do know
that in 2014, | believe, | joined Johnny in a phone
conversation with Gene Nebeker that the water
adj udi cation apparently was conmng to an end. That
probably was the first real know edge | had that there
had been ongoing long litigation and it was being
finalized. And --

Q D d you have an understandi ng fromthat
conversation that you were subject to that adjudication
or that your rights were potentially affected by that
adj udi cati on?

A | did not.

Q Did Gene Nebeker tell you, you need to do
sonet hi ng because your water rights are going to be
af f ect ed?

A He did not.

MR. SHEPARD. Thank you, Ms. Zanrzla. That's
all | have for you at this tine.
THE COURT: Al right. Cross-exam nation.
CROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. RYAN:

Q Ms. Zanrzla, you just testified that you had

a conversation with Eugene Nebeker in 2014 about the

groundwater litigation, correct?
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BY MS. RYAN:

Q Ms. Zanrzla, today you testified that when
you received mail you date-stanp it with a stanp and
file it?

A If it's inportant, yes.

Q You were asked in your deposition about your
process or how you organi ze nail when you receive it,
correct?

A Yes.

Q You did not testify that you date-stanp your
mail and file it accordingly, correct?

A | did not.
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O

Ms. Zanrzla, you just testified with respect
to the 2009 small punper class action notice, correct?
A ["msorry?
Q You just testified with your attorney as to

the 2009 Smal | Punper Cl ass Action Notice, correct?

A Correct.

Q It was -- your counsel has marked it as
Zanr zl as' Exhibit 23.

A kay.

Q And you were expoundi ng upon the requirenents
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Ckay. Page what?

Q Page 3.

A O this same --

Q Yes.

A Yes.

Q Do you see where it says, "If you exclude your

parcels fromthe class"?
A | do.
Q And it says, But you -- in the second bull et
point: "But you or your parcel may be added to the
| awsuit as an individual defendant and you may have to
represent yourself or hire a |lawer to represent you."
A That's what it says.
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A
Q

conpany Western Pacific Roofing, correct?

A
Q

in the office about half the work week, correct?

A.
Q

Press, correct?

A

to M. Parton.

M. Parton.

break, your Honor?

it?
MR. PARTON. Fine with ne. Either way.
THE COURT: Al right. Let's take a
10- mnute break. We'Il be in recess for 10 m nutes.
(Recess taken.)
THE COURT: Ms. Zanrzla, return to the stand.
Al'l right.

That is correct.

You' ve testified that you worked for your

Correct.
And let's say from 2006 to 2016, you' ve gone

Correct.

And t he business receives the Antel ope Vall ey

We do.
M5. RYAN: Your Honor, I|'ll turn it over now

THE COURT: |'msorry?
M5. RYAN. |'Ill turn it over nowto

THE COURT: Al right.
MR. PARTON. Do you want to take a m dnorning

THE COURT: |'m sorry?
MR, PARTON: Do you want to take a break now?
THE COURT: It's just about that tine; isn't
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A In the --

Q -- dated -- Excuse ne. Let ne finish ny
sent ence.

A Sur e.

Q When did you first read ny letter dated
June 9, 2018?

A | would say maybe it was later in the year
when M. Brunfield asked ne to conpile our water
producti on usage for you as you had requested. Then |
was readi ng sone of the correspondence between you and
Brunfield, and | read the letter then. So it was before
the end of 2018, yes.

Q And did that letter informyou that you were
bei ng considered a nenber of the small punper class?

A It did not.

Q When did you first learn that the Waternmaster
was taking a position that you and your husband's
properties were part of the small punper class?

A. Early 2019, when you advised M. Brunfield
that we were on the small punper |ist.

Q Al right. So by early 2019, you were aware
that the Watermaster's position, at |east, was that you
were naned as a snmall punper and on the list as a snall
punper cl ass nenber, correct?

A Correct.

Q And your understanding now is that your
husband responded to the letter fromnme dated June 9,

2018, by imedi ately retaining M. Brunfield as your
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| egal counsel, correct?
A | do understand that.
Q You do understand that your husband did that,

correct?
A | do.
Q Did he consult with you about retaining

M. Brunfield?

A He did not.

Q And have you becone or did you spend any tine
finding out who M. Brunfield represented --

A. | did not -- |I'msorry.

Q Did you spend any tinme determ ning who
M. Brunfield represented at the tinme you retained hinf

A | did not.

Q Did you subsequently learn that M. Brunfield
represented small punper class nenbers?

A | did not.

Q Do you know t hat today?

A. | don't know anything about M. Brunfield s
ot her clients.

Q He didn't informyou who those clients were?

A He did not.

Q You tal ked about your practice of handling the
mai |, that you ook at witten information that is not
relevant, you toss it, | take it, and | egal docunents
that are inportant to you, inpact you, you keep |
assune, right?

A Correct.
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Q What about -- what do you do -- what is your
practice with dealing with | egal docunents that do not
apply to you? 1Is it to destroy then?

A. That do not apply to nme?

Q Sorry? Say that again. | didn't hear you
A What you're asking -- | don't understand your
question. Wat do | do -- you nean if | get sonething

in the mail and it's got the wong person's nanme on it?

Q It doesn't apply to you. You nake the
determnation it's a | egal docunent that does not apply
to you, what do you -- what is your pattern and
practice?

A | don't think I --

Q Let nme finish.

A Ch, sure.

Q Sorry.

What is your pattern and practice of dealing
with a docunent that you do not believe applies to you
and your famly?

A | don't think I've ever had that situation, so
| can't say.

Q You' ve never had a situation where a | ega
docunent has conme to your residence and you determ ned
it did not apply to you and you di sposed of it?

A. | cannot recall that, no.

Q Ckay. Now, you were aware prior to
Decenmber 23rd, 2015, of the existence of the G oundwater

adj udi cation for the Antel ope Vall ey G oundwater Basin,
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right?

A | was aware.

Q And you never retained counsel in that
situation at the tinme the judgnent was entered in
Decenber of 2015, correct?

A That is correct.

Q | want to tal k about the discussion you had
w th Gene Nebeker in 2014.

M. Nebeker indicate to you -- did he indicate
to you in that conversation that he represented other
overlying water or property owners?

A. There -- he was in a group that -- yes. |
don't know that he said he represented them but he was
in a group with others.

Q Did you understand who, if anyone, was in his
group at that tinme?

A. They were large farners, that | understood. |
believe that there were only five or six nenbers in his
group in the beginning when | was aware of his group.

Q But by 2014, you testified it was near the end
of the litigation, right?

A. Well, I knownow. This is in 2015 when the
j udgnment was entered.

Q But your understandi ng when you tal ked to
M. Nebeker was that he represented six or so of the
| argest water producers in the Valley; isn't that right?

A. | think I did know that, yes, that he was in a

group. Wen you say "represented,” he wasn't their
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four | eases, every lease you could find in your files,
and not one of those docunments is stanped?

A That's true.

Q The only stanped docunment we have in this case
is after you retained counsel and were getting letters
fromthe Watermaster, correct?

A No, we had not retai ned counsel when we
received the Watermaster's letter in 2018, but we
stanped it and stapled it to its envel ope and then we
retai ned counsel .

Q And if you foll owed your practice of stanping
and retaining docunents, we would have a | ot nore copies
of your leases in this case than just the four that are
init, correct?

A M. Kuhs --

Q Just answer the question, ma' am

Yes or no; if you had followed the practice
you testified to of stanping and receiving every
i nportant docunent, we woul d have nore than four | eases
in this case?

A Not necessarily. W wouldn't have retained
sonething like this readily for -- back in 2002 and
2003.

Q Are you saying --

A. So it's an explanation because it wasn't
sonething -- it wasn't sonething that we retained. W
had to search for these.

Q Isn't it possible, ma'am that you received
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O

Ma'am 1'd like you to turn to Exhibit 24 in

the Zanrzl as' binder, please.
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was after the Watermaster's conplaint was filed and we
were seeking a water expert attorney. And we were

told -- | mean, Brunfield, he was not. So | believe he
was hired when we first were going into settlenent

di scussions with the Waternaster.

Fol | ow ng our Decenber 21 hearing, our first
heari ng before the judge, we were able to retain Brad
Herrema, | think.

Q Brad Herrema?

A There you go, yes.

And so he -- | think he was counsel until the
end of March of 2022.

Q When M. Parton was questioni ng you, you nade
a statenent that it would have been easy to find the
Zanr zl as and serve the Zanrzl as.

Do you recall that testinony?

A | do.

Q Do you agree that it would have been easy for
the Zanmrzlas to file their notices of extraction with
the State Water Resources Control Board tinely?

MR. SHEPARD: (bjection. Argunentative.

THE COURT: It is a formof argunent.

Wiy don't you rephrase that, please.

BY MR, KUHS:

Q Ms. Zanrzla, would it have been difficult for
you in any way to file the notices of extraction with
the State Water Resources Control Board if you were

punpi ng nore than 25 acre-feet?
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MR. SHEPARD: Lacks foundati on.
THE COURT: Overr ul ed.

THE WTNESS: | wasn't aware of the
requirement.
BY MR KUHS:

Q But since the Watermaster proceedi ng and
particularly this proceedi ng, you' ve been nade aware of

t hose requirenents, correct?

A Yes.
Q And you still haven't filed it, correct?
A That's correct.

Q And why is it that the Zanrzlas are unwilling
to conply with that provision of the | aw?

A I have no expl anation for that now.

Q | f you had received the notices fromthe
class, it would have been easy to respond and opt out of
t hose notices, correct?

A | f we had received the notices, it would have
been easy to opt out. | suppose, yes, it wouldn't have
been difficult.

Q | guess the point is, ma'am when you know
that there's an adjudication, by your husband's
testi nony he knew about it since 2009, and |'m assum ng
you knew about it since 2009, there are a | ot of things
that the Zanrzlas could have done that woul d have been
easy in order to appear in the adjudication and have
their rights determ ned, correct?

A. There was -- because the people who were
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THE COURT: Al

THE W TNESS:
sonet hi ng here?

THE COURT: Su

Anyt hi ng el se?

| right.
Coul d 1

re.

Thank you.

could | insert

MR, PARTON. Not hing further, your Honor.
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THE COURT: Ckay. Did you understand that
during the time that this adjudication was going on or
at any tine that there was a shortage of water?

THE WTNESS: | don't believe | did, that | --
I thought it was a battle of who was going to get how
much water between the big farners and the big public
wat er supplies, that nmaybe there was a -- you know, one
was claimng nore need than the other, and it was a big

fight between the big -- big people.
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THE WTNESS: | n Antel ope Vall ey?
THE COURT: Yeah.

THE WTNESS: No. | -- | read things about

the water issues and problens with California in

general, and, yes, the water adjudication in Antel ope

Val | ey.

| don't believe | ever heard the term

"overdraft” until we're involved. But as far as who got

how nuch water and when, | think that was ny general

under st andi ng of what this adjudication was about.

THE COURT: D d you read anything at all about

what was happening --

THE WTNESS: | didn't.

THE COURT: -- for exanple, in the San Joaquin
Val | ey area?

THE WTNESS: No -- well, I've read sone
t hi ngs since, but, no, not that I -- | never -- | can't

tell you about anything in particular, a water
adj udication that | read, but | had a general
under st andi ng of water issues.

And when we take the drive from Sout hern

California to Sacranento, you see all the farners' signs

and build nore dans and water -- food equal s water,
wat er equals food. So we've all been aware of water

i ssues in California.

THE COURT: Were you also aware of -- let's
call it the level of land sinking for absence of
gr oundwat er ?
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BY MR SHEPARD:

Q Good afternoon, M. Zanrzl a.

A Good afternoon.

Q You just stated your address. How | ong have
you lived at that address?

A | believe we nmoved in 2009.

Q And how | ong have you actually owned t hat
property?

A. | believe we acquired it 2005, sonewhere in

t hat nei ghbor hood.

Q Who lives there wiwth you on that property?

A. My wi fe Jeanette.

Q And she's here today?

A Correct.

Q And have you lived continuously at that
address since you noved into the house?

A W have.

Q And how many acres -- when you obtai ned t hat

property in the md, you know, 2000s, how many acres was

the property?

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

A. The original was approxinmately 10 acres.
Q And did you |ater obtain additional |and?
A Correct.
Q And how nmuch -- how nmany acres was that?
A An additional 10 acres.
Q Adj acent to the first 10 acres?
A Correct.
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A. | believe after 2019, sonewhere right in
t here.

Q Were you aware that there was -- just
general ly, were you aware that there was a water
litigation going on at any point prior to Decenber 20157

A Prior to Decenber -- I'msure -- I'msure |
knew sonet hi ng.

Q What -- what had you heard about the water
litigation going on?

A. That there was litigation going on and that
there -- there was ongoi ng discussions with the big
farnmers and the water survey -- suppliers trying to work
out their water issues.

Q Did you ever have any conversations wth
anyone you knew -- again, prior to Decenber of 2015,
about the water litigation?

A Yes, |I'msure | have.

Q Do you recall in any of those conversations
being told that it would affect you?

A | do not.

Q Do you recall in any of those conversations at
any point prior to Decenber 2015 anyone telling you that

it was in your best interest to get involved in that

[itigation?
A | do not.
Q D d you have any understanding prior to

Decenber of 2015 that that water litigation could affect

your right to punp water in any way?
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you were subject to the Antel ope Vall ey groundwat er
litigation?
A | did not.
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Q And then fromthere, what actions were taken
ei ther by you or your attorney to address that letter?

A | believe M. Brunfield contacted the
Wat ermaster, M. Parton, and tried to begin the process
of working our way through it.

Q And you' ve been actively litigating --
attenpting to litigate the issue of your water rights
ever since?

A Correct.

MR. SHEPARD:. Thank you, M. Zanrzl a.
THE COURT: Ckay. Cross.
CROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. RYAN
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O

And you testified to these conversations in
your deposition, correct?

A I'msorry?

Q You testified to these conversations in your
deposition, correct?

A | believe so.

Q You took a deposition on August 17th, 20227

A That sounds correct.

Q And in that deposition you swore under oath to
tell the truth, correct?

A Correct.
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Q After your conversation with Del mar Van Dam
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Exhibit 51 into evidence, SPW51.
MR. SHEPARD: No obj ecti on.
THE COURT: You're |ooking at Exhibit 51, five
one?
M5. RYAN:. Yes.
THE COURT: \Whose exhi bit binder?
M5. RYAN. Qurs, the Settling Parties
Wat er mast er bi nder.
THE COURT: Ckay. Go ahead, please.
(Exhibit SPW51 admtted into
evi dence.)
BY M5. RYAN:

Q M. Zanrzla, you purchased Parcel 28 from your
parents Johnny and Panella, correct?

A Correct.

Q And since you graduated from hi gh school in
1979, you only worked for your parents' roofing conpany
Western Pacific, correct?

A | believe that's correct.

THE COURT: Wiy don't you just pause for just
a nonent. | think we may have | ost sone contact with
our renote participants.
So apparently there are three renote
partici pants now.
Ckay. Go ahead.
BY M5. RYAN:
Q So in 2007, you owned Parcel 28, correct?
A I n 20077
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Q Yes.

A | believe that's correct.

Q And Parcel 28 is located in
Los Angel es County, correct?

A Correct.

Q And you claimthat you punped nore than
25 acre-feet a year from-- 25 acre-feet a year in
various years fromthe well on Parcel 28, correct?

A | didn't understand the beginning.

Q You claimthat you punped in various years

over 25 acre-feet a year fromthe well on Parcel 28,

correct?

A Over various years, is that what you --

Q Yes.

A Yes, | believe so.

Q For the well on Parcel 28, you have never
filed a Notice of Extraction with the State Water
Resources Control Board, correct?

A No.

Q No, that's correct or no, you haven't?

A No, | have not fil ed.

M5. RYAN. Those are ny questions, your Honor.

MR. PARTON. Thank you, your Honor.
THE COURT: Go ahead, M. Parton.
CROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY MR PARTON:

Q M. Zanrzla, you nentioned you called sone

| awyers in July of 2018 after receipt of the
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Q Did your father ever tell you that M. Nebeker
had tal ked about the |oss of -- the possible |oss of
water rights in the adjudication in 20147

A No.

Q At any time did your father talk to you about
M. Nebeker expressing concern that there would be the
| oss of water rights as a result of the adjudication at
any time from 2015 to before that tine?

A 2015 to before?

Q 2015 and before?

Ssir.

>
&
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THE COURT: Sorry?
MR. KUHS: The Zanrzla exhibit book.
THE WTNESS: 1 through 10.
MR KUHS: Nunber 5, Exhibit 5.
THE COURT: Al right. And you're asking
about whi ch page?
BY MR KUHS:
Q | f you take a |l ook at Exhibit 5 for the water
use in 2012, that's below 25 acre-feet, correct?
A, 15.2, yes.
Q And for 2014, water use is below 25 acre-feet,
correct?
A 21.4, yes.
Q Now, after the adjudication was resolved in

2015, your water use increased substantially; didn't it?

A Yes.

Q M. Zanrzla, do you have a full-tinme job?

A | do.

Q And what is it?

A Roof i ng.

Q Are you the president of Wstern Roofing?

A | am now.

Q How | ong have you hel d that position?

A. A couple years, | believe, tw, three, years.
Q And the livestock that you raise on your

property, is that nore of a hobby or a livelihood?
A. Hobby.
Q Now, with respect to the 10 acres that you
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purchased in 2014, Parcel 27, you have never punped

water fromthat parcel, correct?

A No.

Q No, you haven't or --

A There's no -- |I'msorry.

Q You' ve never punped water fromthat 10-acre
Parcel 27, correct, the pasture?

A That's correct.

Q Now, at sone point after the judgnent was

entered, you had a conversation with Craig Van Dam about
his dairy operations ranpi ng down water production. Do

you recall that?

A. Crai g?

Q Craig Van Dam yes, sir

A | do not.

Q Do you recall having a conversation with one

of the Van Dans about reducing their groundwater
producti on?

A Yes, | believe | did.

Q What do you recall about that conversation?

A. | believe that they were starting to ranp down
with Gary and Nick and that they were also starting the
process of ranping down the dairy and closing it
ultimately.

Q Your friends were closing their dairy because
of the outcone of the adjudication and reduction in
groundwat er rights, correct?

A. | don't know that that's correct and that's
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the specific reason that they're closing the dairy.

Q WAs the conversation about closing the dairy
with N ck Van Danf

A | don't think so. | think Gary and possibly
Crai g.
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A It's the same conversation but two different
issues. | don't believe that closing down the dairy was
directly related to the ranmp-down in water.

Q Wiy do you believe that?
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M5. RYAN. No.
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THE COURT: Were you surprised when you got
the letter fromthe Watermaster in 20187
THE WTNESS:. To say the |east, sir.
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Transcript of Proceedings March 16, 2023

REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE
STATE OF CALI FORNI A )
) ss.

LOS ANCGELES COUNTY )

I, MARY E. ARGYROPOULOS, a Certified Shorthand
Reporter in and for the State of California, hereby
certify:

That on March 16, 2023, | fully, truly, and
correctly took down in shorthand witing all of the
testinmony given in said court and cause;

That | thereafter fully, truly, and correctly
caused the sane to be transcribed into typewiting;

That the foregoing pages 203-384, inclusive, is
a full, true, and correct transcript of ny shorthand notes
taken at said tinme and place therei n nanmed.

DATED: 28t h day of March, 2023.

MARY E. ARGYROPOULGOS
CSR NO. 9775, RMR, CRR
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	Declaration of J. Ryan
	1. I am an attorney duly admitted to practice before this Court. I am an associate with Kronick, Moskovitz, Tiedemann & Girard, attorneys of record for Defendant CITY OF LOS ANGELES and LOS ANGELES WORLD AIRPORTS. I have personal knowledge of the fact...
	2. This Court held a two-day evidentiary hearing in the above captioned matter on March 15-16, 2023, before the Honorable Judge Jack Komar (“hearing”). A true and correct copy of portions of the court reporter transcripts from the hearing is attached ...
	Proof of Service
	Exhibit 1 - Excerpts from hearing transcripts



